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EDITOR’S NOTES 

 

Gent lemen welcome to the November  edit ion of  the Newsletter ,  I  t rust you have a l l  had 
a p leasant Br i t ish Summer and now having a re lax ing autumn.  

Part  of  my summer was spent in a p i lgr image to the East  Angl ia  and look ing at  a few 
old haunts.  

My f irs t  v is i t  was to Or ford Ness, a lthough stat ioned local ly at  RAF Bawdsey I  knew 
nothing of  the goings on over  there,  i t  is  al l  on the Internet  now, of  course,  and there 
are several books about  i ts  h is tory.  

“The Hidden His tory of  Orford Ness ” by Paddy Heazel l ,  descr ibes how the s ite is  just  
the r ight  p lace for keeping secrets .  The s i te has been in i r regular use s ince WW1, 
ini t ia l ly in  the development  of  bomb aiming,  th is  cont inued through WW2 and on to  
nuc lear armament being ‘environmental ly tested’ and again being f l ight  tes t ing.  

The development of  RADAR by W atson -Watt was s tar ted here before moving to 
Bawdsey,  more recent ly UK/US radio development was tr ia led here. I t  seems that we 
radio/ radar types have a lot  to  thank Orford Ness for ,  and now it  is  owned by the 
Nat ional  Trust  as  a wi ld l i fe protect ion area.  I t  would be interest ing to hear f rom anyone 
who had a post ing to Orford Ness.  

I  recommend a tr ip  there e ither  to see the wi ld l i fe  or  look at  what is  lef t  of  the o ld 
bui ld ings – i t  cer ta in ly has the feel  of  a Hol lywood war  zone.  

My second vis i t  was to RAF Bawdsey the World’s  f irst  operat ional  radar s tat ion, 
Bawdsey radar made way for Bawdsey Bloodhound and now apart f rom an Internat ional 
School a l l  that  now remains is  the or ig inal  wart ime Transmitter  Block Museum and a lot  
of  very enthus iast ic  volunteers .  

We took a tr ip across the River Deben to the Ferry Boat Inn, a lthough the boat has 
changed s ince the 1960s the Ferryman hasn’ t  –  st i l l  the same man. Which reminded me 
of  the ‘Br ink ley Ear th ing St ick ’ named af ter  Char les Br i nk ley, one t ime Ferryman on the 
Deben.  

The las t part  of  my p i lgr image was to RAF Neat ishead the RAF Air  Defence Radar  
Museum, d isplaying the h istory of  radar  wi th lo ts of  equipment to look at  and wel l  la id 
out  showing development f rom WW2 to current  system s, proper radar  none of  this 
l ightweight  stuf f .  (ht tp: / /www.radarmuseum.co.uk ) 

I  have received several compl imentary messages  about  the Newsletter ,  so gent lemen 
your  art ic les are wel l  read and apprec iated – keep them coming.  

colin.ingram90@gmail.com 
Tel: (01288) 331363 
Fairhaven 

Gooseham 

Morwenstow 

Bude 

Cornwall 

EX23 9PG  

 
Deadl ine for  next issue – 18 t h  January 2015 for March 2015 edit ion  

Please send a l l  comments,  contr ibut ions, ideas and feedback to the newsletter  
edi tor .  Sof t  copy preferred!  

http://www.radarmuseum.co.uk/
mailto:colin.ingram90@gmail.com
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

 

THE FUTURE OF OUR ASSOCIATION  

Sorry to in terrupt  the f low of  ar t ic les  about  what  I  d id when I  was an Apprent ice/young 
man in the Royal  Air  Force but we  need to th ink  about  the future.  

The RAF Cranwel l  Apprent ices Assoc iat ion is no more – the youngest el ig ible 
member now being aged 78+.  Simi lar ly,  the Hal ton Assoc iat ion has changed i ts name 
(as pointed out  by our  Chairman) f rom the Hal ton Aircraf t  Apprent ices Assoc iat ion to 
just  the RAF Hal ton Apprent ices Assoc iat ion. This  may g ive them a few years of 
breath ing space as a form of  Apprent ice tra in ing cont inued at Hal ton unt i l  the mid -90’s.  
This was not  the case at  Lock ing where Apprent ice t ra in ing (Aircraf t ,  Technic ian,  Craf t  
and Mechanic)  ceased in 1976.  

So, what of  the future? The median entry in terms of  the current membership of  the 
RAFLAA is  the 91 s t .  Al l  of  them are now in their  seventies . I f  the Assoc iat ion is to 
cont inue,  recru itment must come f rom the Entr ies f rom the younger age groups and i t  
has been encouraging to see some resul ts in  th is regard.  

However , al l  Assoc iat ions such as ours face an inevitable dec l ine in numbers s imply 
because the root  (Lock ing)  becomes ext inc t.  

Associate Membership, an  admirable in i t ia t ive, is  ir re levant  to Assoc iat ion 
membership.  Once the Committee has determined on the def in i t ive wording of  the 
change to the Const i tu t ion and advised the membership accordingly we can vote on the 
matter  at  the next  AGM and,  hopefu l ly,  gain some dis t inguished new members.  As an 
as ide,  the committee may wish to cons ider  of fer ing Assoc iate Membership (ex of f ic io)  
to any person who held the post  of  OC No 1 Radio School  

At the last AGM the sent iment was expressed that the word “Lock ing” was k ey to our  
cont inued ex istence.  Absolute ly true,  so how do we manage the route f rom now to 
obl iv ion? 

Bruce Graham, 79th 

 

BAWDSEY RADAR  

Bawdsey Radar is a Trust dedicated to the conservat ion of  the Bawdsey Transmitter  
Block and to the st imulat ion of  publ ic  in terest  and understanding in the development  of  
radar .  

Bawdsey Radar began as Bawdsey Radar  Group in September 2003 fo l lowing a 
weekend in July when the somewhat  derel ic t  Grade 2 *  Transmit ter  Block on Bawdsey 
Manor Estate was opened to the publ ic  and an amazing 950 people queued to see 
inside.   The Transmit ter  Block at  RAF Bawdsey was the prototype for Chain Home.  

Inc lus ion in the 2004 BBC2 Restorat ion ser ies created fur ther  publ ic interest .  

Bawdsey Radar managed to ra ise suf f ic ient  funds to reconnect the e lectr ic i t y and 
water  supply and the Block has been opened to the publ ic  for  the las t ten years  with 
the Magic  Ear exhib it ion as the core to var ious d isplays.  

Her i tage Lot tery Fund (HLF) grants  have enabled us to carry out an ora l  his tory 
project ,  Shout  & Whisper ,  and commission the wr it ing and product ion of  a p lay,  First  in 
the F ie ld -  The Secrets  of Radar .   In 2013 a Stage 1 appl icat ion to HLF was successfu l.    
This  enabled us to appoint  a Project  Manager , a Lead Consultant,  an Exhibi t ion 
Des igner , a Structural  Engineer and a Quanti ty Surveyor who are work ing together to  
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prepare the Stage 2 b id.   I f  th is  is  successfu l,  work  to conserve the Transmit ter  Block 
and to develop a new exhib it ion wi l l  s tar t  in  2015.   I t  is  hoped that  the work  wi l l  be 
completed by 2016.   

A Bawdsey Reunion Assoc iat ion lunch is s t i l l  he ld each year  in  Bawdsey Manor.   For  
more informat ion see www.bawdseyradar.org.uk  or  r ing 07821162879.  

 

BLOODHOUND II  RESTORATION  

Fol lowing a two year restorat ion programme the BMPG have restored the Bloodhound 
simulator  in  their  MK2A* LCP (Ser.  No. 1022). The restorat ion has returned the LCP’s 
Argus computer  system and the Technical  Supervisors and Engagement  Contro l lers  
d isplay console to their  or ig inal condi t ion.  

Af ter twenty three years an RAF Bloodhound MKII s imulator is  once again running 
exerc ises.  The exerc ises avai lable are those d istr ibuted to RAF Bloodhound uni ts f rom 
1986 to d isbandment in 1991 and would be famil iar  to any ‘L ’ man,  T/S or E.C. who 
worked wi th the MK2A* LCP f rom 1986.  

*  The MK2A LCP was a major Ferrant i  upgrade to the LCP f rom 1986 when the Argus 
computer  was upgraded f rom a 200 to a 700 wi th the T/S and E.C.  d isplays being 
d ig i t ised.  

BMPG’s MK2A LCP Display Console showing the s imul ator running 

 I f  you are not able to v iew the image, p lease emai l  me and I ’ l l  send a copy as an 
at tachment  

The BMPG are a lso restor ing a Type 86 wi th the fo l lowing completed:  

   Repaint of  the cabin  

   Restorat ion of the aer ia l brakes (so the aer ia ls can be mo ved)  

   Restorat ion of the internal  l ight ing  

   Manufacture of new wooden walkways for the cabin roof.  
 

The BMPG have not been a lone in res tor ing funct ional i t y to RAF Bloodhound MKII  
i tems. The Br isto l Aero Collec t ion Trust (BACT) at F i l ton has restored their  Bloodhound 
MKII launcher, see:  www.youtube.com/watch?v=m8OEXq1vv0s 

Also of  s ignif icance is  BACT’s  Bloodhound MKII  missi le  at  F i l ton which is the only 
missi le  in  the UK f i t ted wi th Fuze aer ia ls.  The BMPG work c losely wi th BACT and have 
secured parts  for  the ir  launcher and missi le.  

RAF Cosford Airshow – 8th June, 2014: Last year the BMPG exhib ited a T86,  LCP 
and missi le  at the RAF Cosford Airshow. Unfortunate ly we wi l l  not  be at tending th is 
year  due to c ircumstances beyond our contro l.  W e wi l l  concentrate on ‘open days ’ as  
an al ternat ive. Information about  open days wi l l  be emai led at  a la ter date.  

Members of  the BMPG Yahoo Group wi l l  be aware of  the T86 and LCP restorat ion 
progress made as regular  repor ts are posted on the Group,  see:  

ht tps :/ /groups.yahoo.com /neo/groups/Bloodhound_Miss i le_Preservat ion/ info  

Why not join the Group? Membership of  the Group is open to a l l  who worked wi th 
Bloodhound in the RAF, or for  a manufacturer.  

I f  you have any quest ions regarding our work , or  i tems we are restor ing, then drop  
me an email .  Also,  i f  you can help in  any way p lease get  in  touch,  there’s  p lenty to do.  

http://www.bawdseyradar.org.uk/
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Final ly,  the BMPG could not  have achieved the s imulator  restorat ion wi thout the  
support  of  the many organisat ions and indiv iduals who have made i t  happen.  

Pete Harry email:pdh@imtex.co.uk 

(Bloodhound Missile Preservation Group) 

 

 

 

RAFLAA NEW  MEMBERS 

 

A WARM WELCOME TO THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS TO RAFLAA 

 

Entry    

83 Richard Dawson 

82 Gordon Wharrie  

 

 

 
 

Look forward to some stor ies espec ia l ly  from ‘Down under ’! !  Ed.  

  



Royal Air Force Locking Apprentice Association 

 

 

Serial 70 RAFLAA Newsletter November 2014 Page 6 

 
 

NOTICES 

 

NEXT REUNION AND AGM 

 

The Annual Reunion and Annual General meeting of  the RAF Lock ing Apprent ice 
Associat ion wi l l  be held on Saturday 25 Apr i l  2015 at the Webbington Hotel ,  Loxton,  
Weston-super-Mare.  
I t  wi l l  fo l low our usual format wi th the AGM in the af ternoon and a d inner in the evening.  
The hotel  rates wi l l  be: £80 B&B for a double or twin room (double occupancy) for  a 2 
n ight  stay (Fr iday & Saturday) , £65 for a s ingle occupancy.  For the Saturday night  only 
the rates are £90 B&B for a double or twin room (double occupancy)  and £70 for a 
s ingle room. 
Rooms can be booked now so cal l  The W ebbington Hotel,  Loxton, Weston -s-Mare, BS26 
2HU Tel :  01934 750100 Or  Emai l :  sales@webbingtonhote l .ec i lpse.co.uk  Remember, 
these rates include the abi l i t y to cancel  up to two days before the event  without  penal ty 
so book now.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Webbington Hotel 

mailto:sales@webbingtonhotel.ecilpse.co.uk
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PROPOSED  CHANGES  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION 

  

FROM THE CHAIRM AN:  

At the AGM on the 26 t h  Apr i l  2014, we d iscussed the change to our Const i tut ion in 
order  that we could invite Associate Membership to a wider  number  of  people.   We had 
d iscussed the changes dur ing the AGM of  2013,  which had sought to enable ex members 
of  the Cranwell  Apprent ices Associat ion to be admit ted to our Assoc iat ion,  as  their  
Associat ion had ceased to ex it  af ter  Sep.  2013.   The Committee a lso fel t  that  we should 
be able to admit people who had a s trong connect ion to No.  1 Radio School.   The 
amendment was voted upon, however, a member  d id point  out  that as we had not g iven 
28 days ’ not ice  to the membership,  we could not pass the proposed amendment .   The 
Committee therefore g ive not ice that para 8 of  the Const i tu t ion should be amended to 
read as fo l lows:  

 

‘Membership of the Association is open to all apprentices of the Royal Air Force and other 
Air Forces who underwent all or part of their training at the RAF Locking. Associate 
Membership may be offered to those former apprentices who have been members of the 
Cranwell Apprentice Association. Additionally Associate Membership may be offered in 
selected cases to individuals who had a close association with the training of Apprentices 
at RAF Locking, or who made significant contribution to the training at No 1 Radio 
School.’ 

 

I  bel ieve that  th is a lso fo l lows in the spir i t  of  sub -para 8e.  

This  amendment  wi l l  be proposed and voted upon at  the AGM, so I  hope that  as  many 
of  you can at tend on the 25 t h  Apr i l  2015. I f  you cannot attend, you may, however , make 
your  opin ions known to the Secretary:  

NIGEL LODGE, 

9, BROADMEAD GREEN 

THORPE END 

NORWICH 

NORFOLK NR13 5DE 

Alternat ive ly you can vote v ia our web s ite:  www.raf laa.org.uk . 

  

VOTE FOR CHANGE TO CONSTITUTION 

Name: 

Entry No: 

I agree / disagree to the proposed change to the RAFLAA Constitution as notified in the Newsletter and on 
the RAFLAA Website. 

Please cut out the form and return it to the Secretary – Nigel Lodge 

 

http://www.raflaa.org.uk/
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LIFE  AFTER  LOCKING 

 

 HOW DID THEY DO THAT  

 
On the 20th January 2014,  the 76th celebrated the pass ing of  60 years s ince their  
arr iva l  at Lock ing.  The anniversary reminded me of  something I  have pondered over for  
some t ime.  Noth ing of  great  impor tance but  very annoying when memory refuses to 
yie ld the information.  

Spool forward three years to 18th December  1956, the day of  our passing out  parade. 
At  some point in the next 36 hour or so before we lef t  Lock ing, 69 sets of  Apprent ice 
insignia had to be removed f rom our work ing and best b lues. To be replaced by J /T 's,  
or  in some cases Cpl ' s  tapes,  p lus "sparks" badges.  Addit ional ly,  wheels  gave way to 
str ipes on our greatcoats . I  do not recal l  doing any sewing, so I  assume it  was done by 
the Stat ion Tai lor .  The logist ics of  how this  was achieved I  f ind in t r iguing.  

In i t ia l ly I  thought  that  perhaps we s tayed an extra day,  af ter  the remain ing entr ies 
lef t  for  Chr is tmas leave.  Thus a l lowing t ime for the transformat ion.  However,  when I  
consulted a member of  our  entry who kept  a d iary (which he st i l l  has),  h is wr it ten record 
indicated that we lef t  Lock ing on the 19th. To try and expla in the sequence of  events,  
I  have formulated a theory.  

Work ing b lue is  eas iest to expla in.  These could have been col lec ted af ter  breakfast  
on the 18th and taken to the Stat ion Tai lor .  The Tai lor  would a lmost certa in ly be famil iar  
wi th and adept at ,  th is type of  exerc ise and would have the appropr iate machinery.  W ith 
that level of  sk i l l ,  I  would guess each change might take about 10 minutes. Based on 
th is ,  69 sets would take very approx imately 12 hours . I f  there were at  least  3 other  
s imilar ly competent people work ing wi th the Tai lor ,  the task could have been completed 
in about 3 hours. The work ing b lues could then have been returned to our huts around 
lunch t ime.  I  am fair ly sure th is happened, as I  stuf fed as much of  my  k it  as possib le 
into my k it  bag and my parents took i t  home on the af ternoon of  the 18th. Leaving only 
a few small  i tems to carry home in my smal l  pack, the fo l lowing day.  Cer ta in ly no room 
in there for  my work ing b lue!  

As i t  was a winter pass out,  the gr eatcoat is  s l ight ly more d i f f icul t .  I  have a  
photograph showing that  we wore them in 3 block Assembly Hal l ,  for  the presentat ion 
of  our Apprent iceship Cer t i f icates. Fol lowed almost immediately by lunch with our 
guests in  No.1. W ing N.A.F.F.I . .  Hence,  the T ai lor  would probably not  receive our 
greatcoats  unt i l  af ter  lunch. This job should have been a l i t t le  eas ier,  as  in most  cases 
i t  only required the short  8BA bolt  to  be undone and tapes to be sewn on.  Apprent ice 
N.C.O.s tak ing marginal ly longer.  

Best  b lue was a b igger  problem, as we wore i t ,  with a l l  i ts  Apprent ice badges,  to our  
d inner/dance that evening, at the Grand At lant ic.  In the whole 3 years, I  do not 
remember seeing anyone in J /T 's uniform at breakfast on the day af ter  a pass ing out  
parade.  So i t  is  poss ib le, that to mainta in a tradit ion that No.1.  W ing Mess was for 
Apprent ices only,  we were require to wear best b lue to breakfast.  Alternat ive ly,  i t  could 
be that we,  as  pass ing out entry,  d id not  go to breakfast unt i l  o ther entr ies had f inished. 
Which might  a lso have helped wi th any res idual  hangover . Ei ther  way,  the Tai lor  would 
not  receive our  jackets unt i l  af ter  that meal .  By th is  t ime,  the other  entr ies  would be 
prepar ing to leave and board the spec ia l  tra ins at W -S-M Lock ing Road s tat ion.  As we 
were now ef fec t ive ly regular a irmen,  I  assume we would not  be permitted to travel on 
these tra ins,  even i f  t ime had a l lowed.  

At  some point on that  morning,  our  b lue hatbands must have been exchanged for  
b lack but again I  cannot  remember the process.  Addit io nal ly,  we would be required to 
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surrender the remain ing trappings of  Apprent ice l i fe ,  r i f les, bayonets,  bedding,  
permanent  passes etc ..  Poss ib ly our  1250's  were inscr ibed wi th our  new rank.  Rail  
t ickets for  our journey home issued. Plus ra i lway warrants  for  our  4th January 1957 
journey to our new post ings.  In my case th is would have been a lmost farc ical ,  as  my 
new unit  was R.A.F.  Bass ingbourn.  Only 16 miles  f rom my home but  with no d irect  ra i l  
l ink . A ra i l  journey could have involved a 50 mile tr ip to London ,  another 40 or  so to 
Royston, wi th a fur ther 3 mi les,  by road,  to the camp. For tunate ly, my parents  k indly 
transpor ted me there.  

Af ter the return of  our greatcoats  and best b lue tunics , I  guess we were taken to W -
S-M stat ion to go our  separate ways on normal service trains . Sadly,  in some cases 
never  to meet again.  

I f  anyone can recal l  the exact sequence of  events , I  would be most  in terested to 
know if  my theory is  anywhere near accurate.  

Mike Collier 76th 

 

BATTLE OF BRITAIN!!!                                                          

 
Asked recent ly by one of  my cheeky grandsons what  i t  was l ike in  the Bat t le  of  Br i ta in, 
I  of  course answered t ruthfu l ly that  a l though a b it  s i lver haired nowadays I  was far  too 
young to have served my country in  such a manner.  I  d id go on to expla in that a lthough 
having done my bi t  in  defending the country dur ing the Cold W ar as a ground crew 
member on regular  QRA alerts in the 60’s , the nearest  I  had got to the Bat t le  of  Br i ta in 
was the annual  ‘Open Days ’,  that many RAF stat ions held on or about the 15 t h  
September each year .  

What led to th is were v is i ts  to nearby RAF Horsham -St  –Fai th on i ts Open days as  
a teenager in the ear ly 1950’s and wi tness ing a b lack Hawker  Hunter f ighter break the 
sound barr ier  above the runway,  together  with watching a irmen going about  the 
bus iness of  f ix ing the var ious Meteors  and Vampires in the hangars , wi th the ever -
present  smel l  of  burnt  aviat ion fuel waf t ing by. I t  a l l  held a fasc inat ion for  the family 
and myself  in part icu lar,  and l i t t le d id I  know that just  a few years later I  would be 
leaving RAF Lock ing and involved in many s imilar  stat ion act iv i t ies?  

Training as an Air  Radio F i t ter  had the benef i t  of  guaranteeing a post ing to 
operat ional  or  tra in ing a ir f ields  where,  bes ides the joy of  normal work ing act iv i ty on the 
l ikes of  Javel ins and L ightn ing’s  etc . ,  i t  opened up the opportuni ty to be involved when 
the camps opened their  gates to the general  publ ic to celebrate that momentous t ime 
in Br ita in ’s  h is tory. Of  cours e as wel l  as the actual day i tse lf ,  there was a lo t of  hard 
work  leading up to the event to make the day as enjoyable for  the v is i tors, wi th the 
recompense that i t  provided a break f rom normal rout ines.    

 My f irs t  exper ience of  what could be involved dur i ng these act iv i t ies  occurred 
arr iv ing at Middleton St George as a lowly Corporal ,  the day before their  Open Day, 
and being immediate ly inveig led into help ing out  serving on a ‘hot  dog’  s ta l l  of  a l l  things. 
Ensconced at  one end of  a large tent  with cooks f r om the mess f rying onions and 
sausages by the hundred jus t feet away,  gett ing wel l  k ippered in the process,  I  in i t ial ly 
k icked myself  for  not t im ing my arr iva l t i l l  jus t a b it  la ter .   

The day in fact  turned out to be a br i l l iant exper ience and a way to mee t  so many 
people f rom the s tat ion as wel l  as  c iv i l ians f rom the surrounding locale in a shor t space 
of  t ime,  and a lthough an eye water ing s tar t  to that part icular  post ing,  had the inevitable 
resul t  that I  couldn’t  look at  a sausage for  many a month af ter .  

The fo l lowing year I  helped out d irec t ing traf f ic  and col lec t ing car  park ing fees,  but 
between shif ts i t  gave p lenty of  t ime to wander  around the stat ion and take in the 
atmosphere,  look at  the var ious i tems which were thr i l l ing the thousands of  v is i tors  a nd 
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at  the same t ime marvel at the ingenuity and ef for ts put in  by so many airmen of  dif ferent  
trades on the camp.  

Besides the usual  stat ic  d isplay of  var ious v is i t ing a ircraf t ,  there were numerous 
act iv i t ies  going on in one of  the hangars ,  such as k ids  and  parents  having a go at 
landing a model a ircraf t  onto a mock up a ircraf t  carr ier .  I t  was a l l  reminiscent of  days 
at Horsham, but this  t ime the grand f inale of  the day was the t remendous roar of  n ine 
L ightn ing’s  of  226 OCU put t ing on a magnif icent  f lying di splay.  Through sheer engine 
power and p i lo t f l ying sk i l ls  a lone they kept i t  main ly wi th in the conf ines of  the a ir f ie ld 
and wi th the crowd gasping and c lapping in obvious admirat ion I  was so chuf fed that I  
was now in a posi t ion to be involved in such act iv i t ies.  

Preparat ion for  such days could however  unfortunate ly also lead to tragedy,  for  i t  
was a few years later,  whi lst  stat ioned at RAF Leuchars , that members of  74 Squadron 
watched F lt  Lt  Phi l  Owen c l imb into h is  Lightn ing XP704 and proceed to carry out  a 
br i l l iant pract ice air  d isplay above the a ir f ie ld, for  which v ir tual ly everyone on the 
stat ion turned out  to watch in awe at h is f lying sk i l ls .  

Suddenly wi thout warning half  way down on h is f ina l loop h is a ircraf t  sta l led and wi th 
no chance of  recovery h is L ightn ing in fu l l  re heat powered stra ight into the ground 
k i l l ing him instant ly.  W ithin the b l ink  of  an eye the Squadron had cruel ly lost one i ts 
most exper ienced p i lots, the tragedy compounded by the fact  that  h is wife and chi ldren 
had been watching in fu l l  v iew f rom the contro l tower .  

A somewhat  sombre mood hung over the squadron dur ing the fo l lowing months,  wi th  
a deeper  acceptance by everyone and espec ia l ly ground crew that  knew him, that p i lots  
and a ircrew of  every persuas ion certa in ly earned their  f l ying pay.  

Thankful ly such inc idents  were few and far  between and Stat ion Open Days were  
a lways great  fun requir ing the major i ty on the s tat ion to be involved in the act iv i t ies , 
wi th each having their  part  to p lay,  ranging f rom the usual  rout ines of  keep ing the 
a ircraf t  serviceable,  to putt ing on d isplays of  var ious k inds throughout  the camp, down 
to more mundane tasks such as crowd contro l etc .,  al l  of  course in the a id of  ra is ing  
money for char ity.  I t  was normal pract ice that weeks pr ior  to the event,  e ach sect ion 
would be asked to come up wi th any br ight  ideas to be used on the day.  

Return ing f rom an overseas post ing a few years  later  I  rejo ined 226 OCU again, 
which had by then moved to RAF Col t ishal l  and, as NCO i /c the radio sect ion, had to 
juggle the manning requirements to cover  both day and n ight  shif t .  

As i t  was a tra in ing Squadron only,  I  introduced a probably quite i l legal  rota system, 
whereby depending on the f lying schedule, I  regular ly al lowed one of  the day shif t  to  
take the af ternoon of f ,  g i ving the individual  t ime to go shopping wi th the wife etc. ,  whi ls t  
the rest  of  us covered for h im. This unusual way of  running a sect ion was natura l ly 
much apprec iated but of  course i t  had the proviso that,  pr ior  to the 5pm handover to 
the n ight shif t ,   I  would nominate any number of  the day shif t  to  stay behind to g ive a 
hand for a couple of  hours . This a l lowed the tota l on fu l l  n ight shif t  to be kept to a 
minimum, but had the advantage of  tack l ing the inevi table bunching of  a ircraf t  problems 
that  occurred at  the end of  a busy f lying day.  

The system in fac t worked a treat,  I  had a happy bunch of  techies,  and the Squadron 
radio sect ion kept  everyth ing running as smooth as c lockwork.  

W ith another  Open Day approaching the usual request for  suggest ions came rou nd 
and knowing that a number in the sect ion surpr is ingly owned a select ion of  bows and 
arrows, I  suggest  that  perhaps i t  would be good idea to set  up an archery sta l l .  

Eventual ly a l located a large corner of  an adjacent hangar  i t  then took many tr ips to 
local  farmers for  the s ta l l  to  gradual ly take shape,  the guardroom staf f  wonder ing what  
the heck was going on when car  af ter  car drove past  with straw bales p i led h igh on the 
roof  racks over a number of  days. W ith parachutes f inal ly added to g ive a colourful  
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backdrop together  wi th numerous targets of  every descr ipt ion we al l  had a f r iendly 
pract ice to make sure the set up was safe,  and wondered just how the crowd would 
respond to our  ef for ts the fol lowing morning.  

In fact  we needn’t  have worr ied at  al l  for  wi t h the br ight  idea to add coloured bal loons 
as addi t ional  targets,  creat ing more noise to catch people ’s at tent ion;  the s ta l l  d id a 
roar ing trade. W ith chi ldren pester ing their  parents,  teenagers showing of f  to g ir l f r iends 
and father ’s  ready to prove they were lat ter  day Robin Hoods, we were in bus iness and 
the queue for our  Archery Sta l l  ex tended wel l  outs ide the hangar doors .  

W ith such amazing popular i ty we also managed to squeeze in a couple of  judic ia l 
incremental  pr ice increases and the money just kept ro l l ing in,  to such an extent that 
at  the end of  what seemed a very long day we were informed that  we had made more 
cash for  the RAF Benevolent  Fund than a l l  the other s tat ion act iv i t ies put  together . 
Natura l ly then,  with a b it  of  a spr ing to our  s tep we g rateful ly returned the straw bales 
to our helpfu l farmers over the fo l lowing days and each of  us in the radio sect ion fe l t  
just i f iably proud of  what  our  jo int  ef for ts had achieved.   

However as we al l  know, RAF l i fe was a lways ful l  of  surpr ises and wi thin a  week or  
so of  our Archery success my t ime at  Colt ishal l  came to a sudden end. My appl icat ion 
to extend my service to 22 years was f inal ly accepted accompanied wi th a change in 
post ing to faraway RAF Sealand, where a spel l  of  3rd l ine servic ing awai ted; th e ups 
and downs of  service l i fe  eh.   

So as i t  turned out ,  at the stat ions Guy Fawkes Night celebrat ions I  sa id my f inal  
farewel ls to the famil ies and members of  the squadron radio sect ion whom I had enjoyed 
work ing with so much,  and the fo l lowing morning, wi th no further Bat t le of  Br i ta in open 
days in the of f ing, headed west  wi th the fami ly to faraway Chester.  

Over  the fol lowing years,  the work  at  var ious Maintenance Uni ts  presented i ts  fa ir  
share of  unique chal lenges, al l  of  which in h inds ight s tood me in good stead for eventual  
c iv i l ian l i fe,  I  d id however  cont inue to miss work ing on a ircraf t  and a l l  that came with 
i t .   

I  enjoyed every aspect  of  my t ime in the RAF but i t  was poss ibly a l l  about  sat isfying 
a boyhood dream as to why wi thout doubt I  def in ite ly  look back on the f irst  12 years as 
g iving the greatest sat isfac t ion.   W ork ing on a squadron or  even in the Radio Servic ing 
Fl ight  of  a f lying s tat ion,  meant  there was a lways p lenty of  act ion,  terr i f ic  detachments 
to a l l  par ts of  the wor ld, the feel ing of  doing ones b i t  dur ing many QRA dut ies, a l l  
accompanied wi th the added thr i l l  of  l is tening to the roar of  je t  engines in the d istance 
and that ever present aroma of  aviat ion fuel  as a backdrop,  great  s tuf f .  

I  look back on the numerous Bat t le  of  Br i ta in Open  Days that  I  was pr iv i leged to be 
involved in, as wel l  of  course many other events , wi th a lo t of  nosta lg ia. I  know fu l l  wel l  
that i f  I  had not s igned on with my 87 t h  Entry col leagues way back in 1957 I  would have 
missed each and every one of  them, and of  course been the loser for  i t .   

We al l  have our  own individual  memories but for  me it  was the sheer  var iety of  events  
which made RAF l i fe  so interest ing and which,  except for  the tragedies, I  wouldn’t  have 
missed for the wor ld.   

NOTE:-  There is  an interest ing  f i lm of RAF Col t ishal l ’s  Bat t le  of  Br i ta in Open Day,  
including a tour of the radar bay work ing on AI 17 and AI 23, miss i le sect ion,  as wel l  as 
a 23 Sqn Javel in scramble I  would suggest Googl ing  ‘RAF Col t ishal l  L ightning ’s ’,  then 
select ‘East  Angl ian F i lm Archive’ Spi t f i re  to L ightn ing 1962 Colt ishal l  Nor folk .  Or  go to 
ht tp:/ /www.eafa.org.uk/cata logue/204879   I t  may rev ive a few memor ies  

Brian Colby 87th 

 

 

http://www.eafa.org.uk/catalogue/204879
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SLEEPING DUTY 

 
Dur ing my tour in Ground Radio F l ight  at RAF Lyneham, I  thought that I  should s i t  my 
next promot ion examinat ion before I  forgot  a l l  the bas ic radio theory and formula  
ingra ined into us as Apprent ices at  Lock ing.   I  had no problems wi th the RAF 
organisat ion part  of  the examinat ions  so of f  went  my appl icat ion.  

I  had enjoyed the rapid promot ion to Cpl.  Tech.  (wi th i ts  welcome increase in pay)  
and had been a Sergeant for  two years, twice f ight ing of f  my c /o 's ef for ts  to go for  
of f icer  select ion.    I  rather fanc ied being a Chief  Technic ian.  

Now the examinat ions were to be held in  July, about  the t ime my wi fe was expect ing 
our  f irst  baby.  And they were actual ly held a week or  so af ter  my wi fe came home f rom 
Wroughton Hospi ta l  wi th our  new bundle of  joy.     The new addi t ion then kept me aw ake 
for the next  few weeks, help ing wi th midnight  feeds and nappy changes.   I  cannot say 
I  was 100% ef f ic ient at work  at  th is  t ime due to the considerable lack of  s leep, and i t  
d idn' t  help the f l ight being 40% under manned.  

Of f  I  went on the day,  to the Education Sect ion, and sat wi th about  15 others.   There  
was only the f ront  corner  seat f ree so I  sat  at  the desk there.  

The technical  papers  were dealt  out and I  happi ly whisked through them, wi th less 
trouble than expected – I  d id not seem to have forgott en much in the last  9 years .     
Then the General  Service papers  ( the guess f rom four  answers type)  were issued.    I t  
was a hot July and wi th in moments of  receiv ing the exam papers I  had fa l len as leep.     

The next th ing I  knew was the invig i la t ing of f icer s aying to us that there were jus t 5 
minutes lef t ,  and th is woke me up.    My answer  paper was b lank, and I  had just enough 
t ime to rapid ly f i l l  in  the squares in pret ty pat terns before the papers were col lec ted.  

When I got the resul ts of  the examinat ions,  I  found that I  had passed the d if f icu lt  
tech paper  and badly fai led the 'easy'  one.   No surpr ise however  to me; my c/o was 
surpr ised though and when I  expla ined what  had happened he thought i t  qui te funny.  

I  eas i ly passed the tes t paper the next  t ime around .  

 

Brian Davies 76/77th  Entry 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
THE SMALLEST MARCH-PAST 

In 1963 I  was a sergeant at  a Bloodhound I I  stat ion at W oodhal l  Spa in L incolnshire.  
The ent ire head count  of  stat ion personnel  couldn' t  have numbered many more than 
120 of f icers,  NCOs and other  ranks. Despite our  low head count we were st i l l  subjected 
to that r i tual  known as the AOC’s annual  parade and inspect ion.  

There wasn' t  a  lot  of  room to stage the t radit ional  march -past  on a Bloodhound s ite;  
the miss i les got in the way.  The only suita ble locat ion was on the road oppos i te stat ion 
headquarters , near to the s i te entrance. Marching in - l ine was out of  the quest ion; i t  had 
to be a column-of-route af fair .  
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A few days before the AOC’s parade the C.O. decided we should have a rehearsal  
or  two.  The rehearsal  march-past was to be led by a part icu lar ly humour less F l ight  
L ieutenant,  let  us cal l  h im Fl ight L ieutenant Pompous, fo l lowed by myself  and two f l ights 
of  a irmen. The C.O. would play the part of  the AOC on the dais. The p lan was that we 
should march past  the salut ing base,  out  through the main gates, wheel  round and do 
another march past  coming back f rom the other  di rec t ion.  

The f irst  march past  went  to p lan and we duly proceeded past  the salut ing base and 
on through the gates in the d irect ion o f  the main publ ic road.  I  must confess that  I  was 
a somewhat bored with the whole th ing and I  was preoccupied wi th more interest ing 
thoughts . Just through the gates the Fl ight L ieutenant suddenly went of f  to the r ight .  
‘He’s going to hal t  us ’,  I  thought ,  c ompletely forgett ing that we were supposed to wheel .  

So I  carr ied on leading my two f l ights  towards the main road,  st i l l  los t in  thought .  We 
marched on, and on … and on … and on …and …. Then I  became consc ious of  the 
sound of  barely suppressed mir th coming  f rom behind.  At  that  moment  I  mental ly 
rejo ined the real  wor ld and real ised that the command to hal t  was an awful  long t ime 
coming.  

Then I  heard i t  -  a faint  ye l l  f rom behind us. “Fol low me-e-e …” i t  went,  l ike a banshee 
on the wind.  Again i t  came “Fol low me-e-e …” I  broke of f  to the r ight  to see what  was 
going on. Then I  saw i t ;  there in the d istance was F l ight Lieutenant  Pompous scurrying 
towards us f rom the far s ide of  the salut ing base l ike a demented crab. By now the 
suppressed mir th of  the troops had  given way to open h i lar i t y.  

Evident ly F l ight  L ieutenant  Pompous had wheeled according to p lan. He’d headed 
back past the salut ing base convinced that  one sergeant and two f l ights of  a irmen were 
behind h im. St i l l  unaware he was tota l ly a lone,  he commanded “Eyes lef t ! ”  throwing up 
h is best salute -  and proceeded to march past,  a resplendent but  sol i tary f igure.  

Having completed the march-past  he moved f rom the head of  the ‘parade’  to halt  h is  
men.  But  there weren’ t  any men -  they were fas t  d isappear ing towards the main road 
led by one Sergeant Gumbrecht .  F l ight Lieutenant Pompous had just taken part  in the 
smallest  march past  in  the annals  of  RAF his tory.  A ceremonia l march -past of  one!  

Now when you have lost your d ignity to a non -mal ic ious mistake, I ’ve a lwa ys found 
that  the best  way to recover  some composure is  to laugh a long wi th the crowd.  However , 
Fl ight  L ieutenant  Pompous didn’t  subscr ibe to th is point  of  view,  not one iota.  He wasn’ t  
at a l l  grateful  that I ’d g iven h im a p lace in RAF fo lk lore. As he reac hed me he was near  
purple wi th rage. He could hardly spi t  the words out .  

“Sergeant  Gumbrecht” ,  he splut tered. “You del iberate ly … wantonly … ignored my 
orders . You intent ional ly set out  to make a fool of  me”. Now th is  chap was quite capable 
of  making a foo l  of  h imself  wi thout  any ass istance f rom me. W asn’t  i t  he who,  tak ing 
h is Order ly Of f icer ’s  duty to test  secur i ty a touch too far ,  had one n ight,  ended up 
caught  by the gool ies  on the barbed wire at the top of  the secur ity fence.  I t  hadn’t  
helped that one of  the SP dog handlers let F ido of f  the lead in response to the 
commotion.  But that ’s  another s tory.  

So as Pompous ranted and raved I  fe lt  the laughter wel l ing up inside me. My body 
star ted quak ing and tears began to tr ick le down my face. I  hoped he would th ink  I  was 
crying wi th remorse.  He d idn’t .  

“Sergeant,  i f  you don’ t  s top laughing I ’m going to have you cour t-mart ialed.”  That  
just  made i t  worse.  He cont inued to become more and more agitated and I  found i t  
harder  and harder  to control  my mir th.  Threat  bu i l t  upon threat .  According to h im a 
cour t-mart ial  was too lenient .  I  don’t  th ink  he actual ly ment ioned a f ir ing squad,  but  he 
was pretty c lose to i t .  I ’m g lad we weren’ t  on act ive service;  g iven a service revolver  
he might  have shot  me on the spot.  
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Pompous ’  react ion hadn’ t  helped the C.O. ’s cause e i ther.  Our Squadron Leader C.O 
fel t  obl iged to back up h is brother  of f icer by appear ing to take the whole th ing ser ious ly.  
And the other  mess members fe l t  obl iged to emulate the C.O. So when we f inal ly 
marched back past  the salut ing base and gave an ‘eyes - lef t ’  we were greeted by the 
s ight  of  a red-eyed C.O.,  the sternness of  h is countenance bel ied by the tears  running 
down his face,  shoulders heaving wi th s i lent  laughter .  

Just  behind the salut ing base other  of f ice rs were doing a far  less ster l ing job of  
concealing their  g lee.  Even the SWO had a stupid smirk  on h is  face.  Seeing that  lo t  
immediate ly t r iggered gales of  laughter  among the troops and rehearsals  were 
d isbanded for  the day.  

Af ter that I  became something o f  a local  hero to al l  ranks f rom the C.O. down, and 
the f ir ing squad idea was quiet ly forgotten.  I t  appeared that  Pompous was not  much 
l iked in the of f icer ’s  mess e ither.  And that ’s why I ’m around to wr i te th is  today.  

Alex Gumbrecht 75th Entry 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

TALES FROM THE FAR EAST 

 

LIFE AND TIMES AT RAAF BUTTERWORTH 1967 – 1970 

Part 2.  33 Squadron and all that. 

I  had been posted to 33 (SAM) Squadron at RAAF Butterwor th.  The Squadron was 
situated at the south end of  the o ld Japanese runway and was reachable only by the 
roadway that ran f rom the gate adjacent to the golf  c lub and around the west  end of  the 
main runway.    On route you had to pass the remains of  the Gloucester Javel in that had 
been lef t  behind by the RAF for  f i re pract ice p lus  the many packs of  wi ld dogs that  
roamed the area wi th their  leader,  n icknamed ‘Tunku’.  The ‘s ingl ies’  travel led in by 
three ton t ruck while those ‘scal ies ’ f rom the is land travel led by ‘ luxury’  coach f rom the 
ferry terminal .   The squadron f lew the RAF ens ign on their  f lagpo le,  a bone of  content ion 
wi th the RAAF, but a source of  pr ide wi th a l l  the troops.   

33 Squadron ‘ f lew’  Bloodhound Mk2 Surface to Air  missi les and comprised of  four 
Missi le  Launch Contro l Posts  (LCP) and e ight  missi les  ( for  each LCP and Miss i le 
Sect ion)  on their  own launcher.  The theory of  the job was that  Western Hi l l  passed the 
co-ord inates of  the ‘ target ’  a ircraf t  to  the LCP, th is  in  turn a l igned the TIR ( Target 
I l luminat ing Radar )  to  the general area where i t  searched for the target .   W hen the 
radar  had locked onto the target the deta i ls  of  height ,  speed and d irect ion of  travel  
were passed back to the LCP and conf irmed wi th Western Hi l l .   I f  a  pos i t ive match was 
achieved the miss i les  were turned to the target and a lock achieved.  At th is point  
everyth ing was ready to f ire!   

I  worked in MS3 wi th ‘Ginge’  Shores,  wi th John Paul l  and Geof f  Morr is  in  the LCP.  
Wally W atson and Norman Nunn were in MS1, ‘Chunky’  Andrews and Dave Crof t  in  MS2 
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and Dave Birchal l  and Bryn Baker  were in MS4.  Len Wood and the Armoure r ’s  were in 
the hanger  and looked af ter  the miss i les  ( they were NOT rockets! ) .   That  took care of  
the bus iness end of  the Squadron.  

As we were not at  war wi th anybody in the Far East  at the t ime we had no real targets  
so we had to make do wi th p laying the game with any a ircraf t  that were in the range of  
Western Hi l ls  radars .  This meant the dai ly Br isto l ‘Fr ightener ’ f rom Changi was used 
as a test  a ircraf t  most  mornings as was the MSA Fokker Fr iendship f rom Singapore.   I f  
the passengers  on these f l ights  had  been aware of  32 missi les  lock ing on to them they 
might  have had a few bad moments.   Af ter  the morning checks were complete i t  was 
fair  game to search out  the Super Sabres f lown by the RAAF – much more fun.  They 
used to cal l  us the ‘Petr i f ied Forest ’  but  secret ly they hoped we s tayed that  way.  

Dur ing the many exerc ises held in the Far East – Red Flag (Eastabout)  and Bersatu 
Padu,  33 Squadron came into i ts  own.   

This was the t ime when the Vulcans came out to Singapore or  Butterwor th and Vic tor 
tankers kept  them in the ai r ,  and C130s,  Belfasts and Br i tannia a ircraf t  ferr ied 
thousands of  a irmen f rom the UK to a l l  points  east f rom Hong Kong to Singapore.  
Everybody was d iv ided up into the Red Force or  the Blue Force and we played war  
games to our hearts conten t.   I f  the Vulcans were based in Singapore they made a f ine 
s ight  wi th their  vapour  t ra i ls  al l  over  the Malays ian sky and good targets  for  us.   We 
went through our search and lock procedures and when everyth ing was ready we al l  
shouted ‘BANG’ together  and pretended to shoot them down. At the same t ime they 
pretended to drop their  bomb loads on W estern Hi l l  and Butterworth so i t  took the 
adjudicators to dec ide who had won. Unfortunately we never found out the f inal result  
so i t  was a l l  a  b i t  confus ing real ly .  

On a more ser ious note we did have one nasty inc ident  which resul ted in a 24 hour 
curfew being imposed.   Natura l ly we d id not  know anyth ing about th is unt i l  there was 
no breakfast ( the local cooks were st i l l  a t  home) and i t  was a very hungry bunch of  
‘s ingl ies ’  who ar r ived at the Sqdn for work .  When we found out we were the only ones 
who were coming in as the ‘scal ies ’  were stuck on the is land as the ferr ies  were not  
running,  i t  was a very unhappy bunch of  boys who were a l located out  for  guard duty.   
For some s trange reason I  was sent  wi th s ix  a irmen to guard the main bomb dump.  W e 
did not  know our way around the area,  none of  us  were armourers, so we were not  
happy.   As we were also armed I  was a l i t t le  concerned for  our  safety so ins is ted the 
magazines were not  f i t ted whi le we were out on patro l.   I  was issued wi th a p iece of  
paper  on which was wr it ten a chal lenge in Bahasa Malay – the only b it  I  remember was 
‘Berhent i ’  -  but  i t  was tota l ly useless so we dec ided to shoot f i rst  and ask quest ions 
later  i f  necessary.   Luck i ly everyth ing went  wel l  a l though we did near ly shoot  a cow 
which was scratching i tse lf  on the fence dur ing the f irs t  n ight .   W e were re l ieved af ter  
48 hours when the cur few was l i f ted and l i fe returned to normal.   

W ith a l l  the Hindu,  Musl im and Chr ist ian fes t iva ls,  p lus  the many nat ional hol idays 
( including ANZAC Day) and annual leave, i t  was a b i t  of  an event i f  you had to work  a 
f ive day week.  We did f i l l  in our t ime in meaningfu l employment  dur ing 1967 and 1968 
but when the Br it ish Government dec ided in late 1968 to s tart  pul l ing out  the troops in  
the Far East  to save a few quid i t  al l  changed.  The Malays ian government  voted not  to 
buy the Bloodhound system so i t  was of f  to  Prai docks to meet the RFA Stromness 
which brought the boxes f or  us  to pack i t  a l l  up.   I t  took a lot  of  ef for t  to s tr ip  a l l  var ious  
e lements down to the bas ic  par ts,  pack them into boxes and ship i t  a l l  home but i t  did 
wonders  for  our suntans.  I t  appears our  assoc iat ion Chairman was a lso involved in h is  
capac ity of  O.C.  Supply but  I  do not remember h im.  The pack up d id of fer  the 
opportunity to get  f l ights  home to the UK and I  spent  7 days in the back of  a Belfas t 
whi le escort ing f ive missi les  home.  W e were due to land at  RAF Lyneham but due to 
inclement weather we f in ished up at RAF Waddington.  At  that t ime I  was very g lad I  
st i l l  had my greatcoat but the dr ive to RAF North Coates in the back of  a landrover was 
very,  very cold.  When I arr ived back at  But terworth the lads had packed up two 
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complete Miss i le  Sect ions so i t  was a very sad t ime for  me to put my own radar into 
boxes.  Everyth ing was gone by late 1969,  several  people had gone home and some 
had been posted to 65 Squadron at RAF Seletar,  Singapore so we were down to trying 
to f i l l  in t ime.  

I  was lucky enough to be detached to 65 Sqdn to help them hand over  the whole 
system to the Singapore Armed Forces.  I  met  up wi th ‘Ginge’ Shores,  Bryn Baker and 
Geof f  Morr is  again and we managed to get a l l  three Miss i le Sect ions handed over by 
February 1970,  jus t  in  t im e for my return to the UK.  I  f lew f rom Changi  to Butterwor th 
in a VC10 (a lo t  better  than the usual  ‘Fr ightener ’)  where I  jo ined the remain ing 
members of  33 Sqdn on the f l ight  to Br ize Nor ton.  I  had been involved in the 
d isbandment of  two Squadrons in 12  months, but I  d id get  a lo t  of  golf  in  and my 
handicap had reduced great ly,  but  that  is  another s tory.   

Don Donovan 91st 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VISITING OLD HAUNTS AS A CIVILIAN.  

 
I  lef t  the RAF in 1974 and af ter  a shor t per iod work ing for Hawker  Siddeley Aviat ion,  
changed career  d irec t ion and became a teacher .  The RAF was of  the past  and my future 
was to be in teaching,  and so i t  was to be unt i l  I  moved into a teaching laboratory w i th 
the radars of  RAF Staxton W old in view in the d istance….on a c lear day!  Slowly the 
RAF (of  the past)  started to creep back into my l i fe ,  teaching the occas ional  ‘RAF’ chi ld ,  
a ir  cadets  etc.  So th is  state of  af fairs  remained when I  embarked on v is i t  wi t h my wife 
to Singapore and Penang in 1991. W e did the usual tour ist  ‘ th ings ’  when in Singapore, 
f in ishing our  v is i t  there wi th a superb chicken curry in the hotel  before leaving for the 
a irpor t ,  perhaps the best  I  have ever  tas ted.  On Penang we s tayed at  a  smal l  co lonia l  
style hote l at Batu Ferr inghi,  a del ightfu l p lace next to the beach where on ‘buf fet ’  
n ights , vegetar ian chicken was on the menu!   I  personal ly had to v is i t  George Town to 
v iew the s ights f rom the late 60’s,  among them the Chow Rastra Marke t where in ear l ier  
years  I  used to look through the f ish spec ies,  and the f i re s tat ion and ferry terminal .  On 
th is  occas ion, outs ide the f ire s tat ion, a young Malay star ted chatt ing to me,  eventual ly 
ask ing i f  I  would l ike to meet  his  mother  (def in ite ly no t h is  s is ter  th is t ime).  W hen I 
recounted th is to my wife and others , why d id they burst into laughter? Perhaps the 
‘country boy’  wasn’ t  as streetwise as he thought he was?  

On return to the UK, l i fe  proceeded steadi ly unt i l  the day a s l ip  of  paper wi th th e 
address of  the RAF Seletar  Assoc iat ion was passed to me.  A s imilar  th ing happened 
later wi th the RAF But terworth and Penang Associat ion. I  was later to become the 
archiv is t  and newslet ter  editor  of  the RAFBPA and renewing f r iendships made when on 
33 Squadron at  Butterwor th ( the RAF Element  lef t  in  1971).  Missing an assoc iat ion 
organised tr ip to Penang shor t ly af terwards due to inf lex ibi l i t y of  school  term t imes and 
hol idays, I  was in a posit ion to jo in a later  v is i t  in  2010 fo l lowing ret irement .  

Firs t  s top on the 2010 tr ip  was KL, somewhere I  hadn’ t  been before.  Af ter the dai ly 
tour ist  vis i ts,  our group (wives inc luded) would seek out a bar/res taurant and have a 
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p leasant meal  out  on the street.  At our favour ite ‘water ing hole’ ,  so to speak, to use 
the to i lets involved a walk  through the lengthy inter ior  of  the bui ld ing to the fac i l i t ies 
which were separated f rom the publ ic by a p iece of  c loth d iscreet ly posi t ioned so 
anyone pass ing could see i t  was occupied. On one occasion,  return ing to the group I  
ran the gaunt let of  the ‘ lad ies of  the n ight ’  of fer ing me al l  sort  of  p leasures at  good 
rates….again why d id the wives of  our group think  i t  hi lar ious when I  arr ived back at  
the table in  haste? Leaving KL the group f lew to the east  coast  and we were ‘sh ipped’  
to Redang Is land for a few pleasant s tay at  the hol iday resort .  A d isappointment  about  
the is land being teetota l was soon overcome by f inding we could buy (T iger)  beer at  
the resor t,  but  nowhere e lse.  Dur ing our  short s tay on Redang,  the group was chanced 
upon by Pete Harry (ex- Lock ing Apprent ice) and h is wife, both v is i t ing the area 
complete ly separate ly f rom our group. Pete br ief ly made mention of  the Bloodhound 
Missi le Preservat ion Group he was in the process of  forming before leaving the next 
day for  Penang.  Meanwhi le we sett led back to the f rant ic l i fe  of  eat ing, sun bath ing,  
swimming, dr ink ing,  eat ing (again)  and dr ink ing (cont inuing f rom where we lef t  of f )  unt i l  
i t  was t ime to leave for Penang.   

As in 1991, we found ourselves at  Batu Ferr inghi as  being the next ‘por t ’of  ca l l ,  but 
i t  was a tota l ly d if ferent  resor t to  the one we had known then. Gone were the colonia l  
style bui ld ings as I  seemed to recal l ,  inc luding our smal l  f r iendly hote l of  1991,  the 
p lace was covered in hote ls and condominiums. However ,  a v is i t  to  TUDM (Royal  
Malays ian Air  Force)  But terworth had been arranged by Laur ie Bean,  ex -RAF and ‘Our  
Man in Malaya’  member of  the RAFBPA. The vis i t  was centred on the area that was 33 
Squadron when operat ional,  the bui ld ing that  now houses the f ive n at ion defence group 
was the or iginal Squadron HQ and f rom i t  we were able to look across to where the 
Bloodhound missi les had sat on their  launches al l  those years  ago. Now i t  was a l l  
overgrown wi th noth ing to show what i t  has been l ike when operat ional……e xcept a 
small  whi te bui lding which, wi th exc itement ( I  don’ t  know why) , I  recognised as the 
to i lets /shower  b lock at the end of  the l ine of  T87 radars . I t  was th is very important  
bui ld ing I  was able to point  out to the TUDM CO when he was presented wi th a f ramed 
aer ia l  photograph of  the squadron in i ts  operat ional days.  W hat I  d idn’t  expla in was 
how i t  became the pract ice at the end of  the work ing day for personnel to cyc le to the 
b lock,  have a shower,  and then cyc le back to the radars  wi th shorts  etc  s lung over  the 
handlebars…in other words s tark  naked!  Not a pret ty s ight I  admit.   The vis i t  a lso 
included a v is i t  to the domest ic  s i te where the Memoria l to  John Hoggan & Wife  is  s i ted  
and fenced of f  between the a irmen’s accommodation b locks. This  memoria l,  des pi te the 
number of  s tor ies  as to why i t  is  where i t  is ,  goes back much further  than WW2 and 
might  be l inked to the once thr iv ing leprosy colony said to be have been on s i te. The 
domest ic s i te a lso had a shop where a number of  us bought Tiger Beer  sweat shir ts to 
add colour to our  annual RAFBPA Reunion group photographs.   

Our  f inal  dest inat ion was Singapore where our  host  was Kuan Joo,  at  one t ime CO 
of  SAF Seletar  (post 1971)  and very pro -RAF. A better  host you couldn’ t  wish for ,  not  
only d id he arrange tours of  Singapore that were real ly superb vis i ts ,  he a lso f ixed i t  
for  the group to v is i t  a  par t  of  Seletar  that  is  st i l l  recognisable f rom the ear ly years  of  
the base– the Sunder land s l ipway and Yacht  Club bui ld ing, st i l l  in use today.  This was 
an area we used to pass on the way to 65 Squadron and i t  brought back memories, as 
a lso the previous RAF corporal ’s  c lub and SHQ, and natura l ly instant recogni t ion of  ‘B’  
Block where I  had res ided in 1967.  The transpor t  was stopped to a l low me to get  out 
and take a photograph, meaningfu l  only to me…and I  was very happy!                                                   

Singapore,  as  many are probably aware, has tota l ly changed out of  recognit ion f rom 
the last days of  the RAF on the is land. I t  is  very dif ferent and there  is a pr ide in what  
has been achieved,  but occas ional g l immers of  the past  can st i l l  be found,  but  perhaps 
not prec isely in the context exper ienced so long ago. Bugis Street ,  the s treet  of  Trans -
women, pimps and prost i tutes is st i l l  there in  name but not e xact ly in the same place, 
or in nature!  I t  is  now a respectable shopping area but  maybe there was perhaps, in my 
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mind,  s t i l l  a b it  of  the o ld Bugis  Street  l inger ing on behind the cur ta ined cubic les  that  I  
not iced in several ‘shops ’.  I  don’ t  know!         

The penult imate n ight  in  Singapore was spent at the of f icers ’ ret irement complex 
c lose to the previous Br it ish Mi l i tary Hospita l.  At the pools ide,  courtesy of  Kuan Joo,  
we spent a super evening d ining on a var iety of  local d ishes and enjoying, again, p lenty 
of  T iger beer. Perhaps, not surpr is ingly, we lef t  the party fa ir ly wel l  ‘o i led’ but a lso 
sober  enough to take the SMRT bus back to the hote l…I mention th is because i t  was 
mentioned later that  another  ex -RAF group occas ional ly enter tained there when vis i t in g 
Singapore have to be poured into tax is at  the end of  the evening.  At least we in the 
RAFBPA know how to behave in publ ic ,  a lthough I  had to be helped to use my SMRT 
card by the very helpfu l bus dr iver  as  I  couldn’ t  get  i t  r ight .   

Final ly,  I  d id miss that  wonderfu l pungent smell  that I  exper ienced on f irst  arr iv ing 
in Singapore in 1967. Singapore has been cleaned up,  and f rom the dif ferent points of  
v iew, is  a good thing,  but I  s t i l l  m issed the smells .  But  at least I  d idn’t  leave the Far  
East wi thout exper iencing i t  as  par t of  George Town st i l l  ob l iged. Hopeful ly,  George 
Town, being a UNESCO W orld Her itage Site,  the smel ls  of  the past  wi l l  s t i l l  be inc luded 
for future v is i tors  to enjoy?         
             

Dave Croft   98th                                                                                                                                                          
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RAF  DAYS  TALES OF THE FAR EAST-  SELETAR 66-69 

 

After st ruggl ing al l  the way f rom Scot land and set t l ing in  for  take-of f  in a VC10 on my 
way to the Far  East,  I  was surpr ised to say the least to be chucked of f  at  the last  minute 
to make way for another fami ly who had jus t arr ived. On what  must have been a wasted 
journey,  f rom Lyneham al l  the way back to Leuchars I  was but  ha lf  way through my 
arr iva l procedure when I  immediate ly had to star t  c lear ing again, th is t ime making my 
way to Heathrow for  a f l ight   in a Br i tannia of  ‘Eagle Airways ’ .  

W ith that  a irc raf t  fu l l  of  wives and chi ldren on the way to jo in their  husbands ’ any  
s ingle t ravel lers  l ike myself  were a l located a fami ly to help out as necessary, which 
was no problem on the f irst  leg to Bahrain,   but  turned into a b it  of  a nightmare af ter  
tak ing of f  f rom Colombo dur ing a v iolent  s torm. W ith chi ldren as wel l  as  many adul ts  
steadi ly gett ing a ir  s ick  by the dozen, the atmosphere became somewhat  overwhelming,  
wi th most  of  us  who were st i l l  capable,  ending up cradl ing a s ick ly chi ld  for  the 
remainder  of  the journey.  I t  was a re l ief  when the doors opened to a l low the fet id 
atmosphere to be exchanged for  the st range smells  of  Singapore.    

Arr iv ing in November 1966 as a temporary s top over on my way to Kuching in Borneo 
on a 9 month unaccompanied, as  can be imagined I  was might i ly p leased to be told on 
the coach that  everyth ing had changed complete ly and I  was now heading for  Seletar  
for  a fu l l  tour ,  and most of  a l l  I  would be able to put in a ‘ca l l -  fam’ stra ight  away,  what  
a turn up for the book, the RAF had surpr ised once again.  

Af ter  a few days in trans i t  I  was moved across t he runway to West Camp to spend 
the next  3 months l iv ing with the s ingle chaps of  a hel icopter  servic ing uni t ,  which also 
included a couple of  marr ied men who you had to feel sor ry for ,  as  each of  their  wives 
had inexpl icably refused to leave the UK at  the  las t moment .  

Stuck on a fu l l  tour Tony,  one of  the a ir f rame f i t ters, had made the most of  the  
s ituat ion by tak ing up wi th a Chinese g ir l  whom he had befr iended in one of  Singapore’s  
many ‘dance par lours ’.  Warned by many in the b lock, he cont inued the asso c iat ion wi th 
the inevitable result  he was a regular passenger on the ‘Changi Flyer ’ ,  a spec ia l coach 
that  took those wi th unment ionable d iseases,  to be treated at  i ts  s ick  quar ters,  the 
bugger pers is t ing a l l  the t ime that  I  knew him.  

On promot ion to sergeant I  jo ined 52 Squadron, as  NCO i /c the radio sect ion, where 
I  was del ighted to meet up wi th a number of  ex apps,  Dave Bickerton,  Mick Gandy and 
87 t h  Entry chum Dave Ecc lestone,  where we  proceeded to keep i ts  6 Andover Mk1’s in  
f lying condit ion.  

W ith my wife Brenda suf fer ing a bad bout  of  quinsy’s,  which required an operat ion,  
she and our  son Gary eventual ly arr ived f rom the UK 3 months later,  and my l i fe  as a 
s ingly came to an end. I t  had a l l  been an interest ing episode,  wi th many temptat ions 
put my way,  at  one stage cajo led to v is i t  the famous ‘New Zealand’  bar  where wi th wi l l  
power alone I  decl ined, the inhabitants at rocious bad breath certa in ly help ing in the 
s ituat ion ( I  guess i t  was the gar l ic ) ,  but  at long last  i t  was great to be a fami ly again,  
where we l ived some 10 mi les  f rom the camp at the ‘Sembawang Hi l ls ’  estate.  

The estate was unusual as  i t  had a mixture of  Navy,  Army and RAF personnel  l iv ing 
a longside the locals; our immediate neighbours to our r ight were a lovely Indones ian 
family who cooked some marvel lous curry’s  and to our  lef t  was RAF Corporal  J immy 
Walls wi th his  wife Jess and next door to them was a Navy chap John and Margaret.    

We al l  kept  ourselves incredib ly f i t  p laying badminton each evening across the 
garden fences,  natura l ly f in ish ing of f  wi th a ‘T iger ’  beer  to quench our  th irs ts,  and when 
at work , once the a irc raf t  had been seen of f ,  the f irs t  l ine lads had set up a net for  
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games of  vol leybal l ,  then at luncht ime many made our  way to the swimming pool to cool  
of f .  In  the tropics you e ither  gained or  lost  weight ,  so I  was not surpr ised when af ter  a l l  
th is exercise my weight gradually went down to just a tad over  8 stone even though I  
was in the habit  of  n ipping over to East  camp for  a regular Malay d ish of  ‘makhan’.  

 

W ith the Andover ’s having come stra ight f rom the UK af ter  bui ld,  most of  us  were 
unfamil iar  wi th i ts  range of  e lec tronics such as Cloud Col l is ion Warning, Decca 
Navigator,  Rebecca Mk4 and VOR/ILS so i t  was a matter of  out  wi th the Air  Pubs, get 
genned up and get on wi th i t .  The a ircrew of ten repor ted that the Decca Navigator had 
the bad habi t  of  los ing lock every t ime when f lying over  the sea,  p lus they suf fered 
exasperat ing noise break ing through on the intercom at odd occas ions.  

I t  took a whi le but  when an a ircraf t  came  in the hangar for  a major service, Dave and 
I  set about a thorough invest igat ion. W ith the use of  a scope we located an unused lead 
in a cable that  was injec t ing noise into the Decca’s  scanner system, p lus  incorrect 
wir ing of  the mics/ tels  at  the navigato rs  table was the sole cause of  the  i /com problems, 
the same 2 faults  present on every a ircraf t .  

W ith a number  of  proving f l ights  around Singapore as our reward,  our  Lock ing 
tra in ing had proved i ts  worth once again.  

The Squadron had a var iety of  tasks, inc luding transport ing tool  k i ts to Nepal for  
ret ir ing Ghurkha’s,  where we were surpr ised to meet a number  of  American servicemen 
gambl ing away in the hotels cas ino, they were on R/R in Kathmandu f rom the Vietnam 
War. Regarding the yanks I  remember having a me al down the famous Bugis  street  with 
Brenda when we got in to conversat ion wi th 2 Austra l ian on s ick  leave,  wi th one of  them 
scarred down his  leg as a result  of  a hand grenade at tack.  

He revealed that the Aussies had learnt to their  cost  not to go on patro l  wi th any 
Americans as at that t ime they had no jungle f ight ing sk i l ls  whatsoever , the Vietcong 
could smel l  them f rom miles  away due to their  habi t  of  us ing af tershave, which travel led 
far  in  the jungle,  p lus they b lared out  personal radios to a l l  and sund ry.  

The wi ld l i fe proved interest ing,  wi th once a large spider found on our  bedroom wal l  
which when thumped with a f l ip f lop caused hundreds of  l i t t le  b l ighters to scurry a l l  over  
the p lace, but the funniest was when Sgt  Mike Jackson had a cal l  f rom his wi fe that a 
‘chi t  chat ’  was in the to i le t  and jus t wouldn’ t  go away  

To everyone the ‘ch it  chat ’  was a smal l  gecko that scurr ied across walls  and cei l ings 
and keeping f l ies and mossies down to a min imum, so Mike to ld h is  wife to jus t shoo i t  
away.  Af ter  another cal l  f rom his wife he suggested using a broom, to which she 
eventual ly cal led back crying that the chi t  chat was now hissing menacingly at her and 
wouldn’t  le t  go of  the broom!! .  

Mike downed tools to rush home and returned later  s l ight ly ashen faced rev eal ing  
that  on opening the to i le t  door he was confronted not by a f r iendly ‘ch i t -  chat ’  but a 
monster  4 foot l izard of  some descr ipt ion, which even he was re luc tant to tack le. Luck i ly 
af ter  hear ing the commotion h is Chinese neighbour came to the rescue and  wi th a large 
‘panga’ pushed past Mike to quick ly chop of f  i ts  head. Mike and his  wife were then even 
more shocked when the neighbour proceeded to hois t the body under his  arm indicat ing 
i t  would be feeding h is  family that evening. Yes ‘Singers ’ was fu l l  o f  surpr ises, wi th the 
jungle obviously provid ing cheap meals for  the locals at t imes.  

Probably because everyone was away f rom their  own fami l ies  and some feel ing a b i t  
homesick , 52 organised numerous barbecues at  Seletar ’s  br i l l iant  outdoor pool ,  
a l lowing the of f icers  and men wi th a l l  the wives p lenty of  t ime to get  to know each other  
soc ia l ly,  which a l l  made for a great squadron atmosphere. On a number of  occas ions 
Brenda and I  were a lso even invi ted to at tend Army and Naval do’s . W ith John our  Navy 
f r iend of ten months away on exerc ises, Brenda and Jess made sure that  Margaret 
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wasn’t  lonely,  by tak ing her out  shopping together and accompanying us when going to 
the c inema or out  for  meals.  On Johns return there was of  course the inevitable par ty 
and on one occas ion he took J im and I  to  the huge Naval base which inc luded a tour 
round a couple of  sh ips, a l l  great  eye opening s tuf f .    

J im and I  d idn’ t  waste t ime either,  as we both took City & Gui ld ’s  cor respondence 
courses, and to help in our respect ive RAF prom ot ion exams brought home numerous 
exam papers  which we  studied ass iduous ly p lus,  in  the process of  tak ing h is Pr ivate 
Pi lo ts L icence J im took Brenda and me on a couple of  f l ights around the Is land.   

 

W ith an Overseas al lowance and a monthly beer rat ion, the Singapore Grand Pr ix  
race c ircui t  held just a shor t d istance f rom the estate,  able to watch v is i t ing UK footbal l  
teams occas ional ly,  plus  af ter  watching a f i lm at  the ‘Orchard’  c inema the abi l i t y to  tuck 
in to s izzl ing prawn or chicken Satays in the numerous street  restaurants  af ter ,  we 
cons idered we l ived the l i fe of  o ld Ri ley,  i t  is  no wonder  that everyone thought  th is was 
the best  of  post ings.  But  wi th Dennis  Healey announc ing in Par l iament the rundown of  
Br i ta in’s  Far East Air  Force,  the wr i t ing was on the wal l .  

One aspect of  work ing with Andovers was that a radio man had to be on board when 
doing engine runs, to keep in touch wi th the contro l tower,  th is being the resul t  of  a 
Wessex hel icopter  be ing b lown over  and ser ious ly damaged on a previous run.  The 
rout ine was a lso to check the cabin pressur isat ion wi th the result  everyone sweated so 
profusely that  when I  carr ied out  th is duty I  was lef t  l i tera l ly s tanding in a puddle of  
water ,  no wonder  I  looked a sk inny wretch.  On complet ion of  the run the pressure was 
then dumped wi th the humidity caus ing the whole length of  the a ircraf t  to instant ly fog 
up to such an extent  that i t  was dif f icu lt  to see more than a few feet  away.  

Af ter a couple of  years  of  l iving and work ing in such condit ions i t  was inevi table that  
many went  down with a dose of  T innea and I  was no exception.  Cal l ing in  at  Sick  
Quarters to get some cream for my toe, I  was gobsmacked to be immediately admit ted 
for 2 weeks and kept  in an abso lute ly f reezing a ir  condit ioned ward,  where wi th h igh 
doses of  penic i l l in injected in the backside into the bargain I  couldn’ t  s leep,  so I  was 
forced to ask Brenda to br ing in the th ickest  pul lover she could f ind, would you bel ieve 
i t ,  in swel ter ing Singapore!   

I t  was n ice af ter  re lease to get back to the normal heat,  able to v is i t  the local  Fr iday 
n ight  markets, where the s ta l ls  would sel l  anyth ing f rom across the East ,  wi th an 
amazing amount of  Chinese toys, espec ia l ly at Xmas.  I t  was lovely to hear a l l  t he 
d if ferent  d ia lects  of  the shoppers  and on the way back sometimes we would s top to 
watch a Chinese ‘s treet opera’ wi th i ts  gar ish ly dressed, h igh p itched, screaming 
characters . I t  was amusing to see what appealed to the locals , but of  course i t  was a l l  
par t  of  the d if ferent  r ich and colourfu l  atmosphere which, wi th i ts  range of  re l ig ious 
fest iva ls , went  to make l i fe  in  Singapore so d if ferent  ;  but  i t  was a l l  about to change.  

The run down hit  home when the adjacent Blackburn Bever ley squadron was 
suddenly d isbanded and i ts a ircraf t  s tar ted to be broken up at a feroc ious rate. W ithin 
a few months the Singapore Air  Force began moving in to form a tra in ing fac i l i t y in the 
vacant hangar and in no t ime at al l  i t  was t ime for us as family to begin our own pack ing  
for our  return to the UK.  

Just  pr ior  to our  departure we had the for tune to be v is i ted by a travel l ing snake 
charmer and invited h im in to put on a show for our son Gary.  Our scruf fy l i t t le Indian 
guest proceeding to pul l  a l l  manner of  th ings f rom his wr i th ing sack of  goodies,  
including a fat b lack and yel low str iped l izard,  which I  a lways understood was nature ’s 
danger s ign,  as  wel l  as a range of  snakes which,  f rom his  Pidgin Engl ish,  I  understood 
were a l l  harmless-  a l though they cer ta in ly d idn’ t  look i t  a t the t ime.  

Then wi th the celebrat ions of  Xmas 68 over ,  the t ime to say goodbye to J im, Jess 
and a l l  our other neighbours  came round far  too quick ly and then we were look ing back 
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f rom the tax i as  we made our  way out  of  Sembawang for the las t t ime heading for Changi 
and our f l ight home, th is t ime travel l ing together  on an RAF VC10.   

Years  later ,  af ter  obta ining a copy of  ‘Seletar -Crowning Glory’  by David Taylor,  we 
learnt  our s tay in the far  East had indeed been fortu itous, for  soon af ter  our return to 
the UK in the Feb of  1969, the Andover ’s of  52 Squadron were re deployed to Changi ,  
where jus t 11 months later i t  was d isbanded. Just a year and a b it  later,  on 30 March 
1971,  Seletar  camp i tse lf  c losed and, af ter  v i r tual cont inuous occupat ion by the Royal  
Air  Force s ince 1928,  was transferred to the Singapore Government.  

I t  had been a pr iv i lege work ing a longs ide the members of  52 Squadron and both 
Brenda and I  are gratefu l we made i t  to Singapore at just the r ight t ime, before 
everyth ing changed and i t  was a l l  cons igned to h is tory.  

 

 

 

     

 

Snake charmer visit at 49 Jalang Chengham, Sembawang 1968 

(Now have I got the right end?) 

 

Brian Colby 87th 
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APPRENTICE DAYS 

 

APPRENTICE SKIVING -  AN ARTFORM  

Skiving in the Apprent ice W ing at  Lock ing,  was the abi l i t y to generate ef fect ive work 
avoidance,  that  as  long as i t  did not  af fect  other Apps. was wel l  accepted by our  
contemporar ies .   In  fact  i t  became almost an art  form!    In fact  dur ing our  three years  
or so of  tra in ing many of  us  honed the abi l i t y to a f ine ar t .  

My contr ibut ion to the 'ar t '  was qui te modest  compared wi th some of  my fe l low 
apprent ices.  

As a member  of  a junior  entry we were considered fa ir  game by our  senior  entr ies  to  
do much of  their  'bul l ing '  act iv i t ies .    Many a t ime we were subject  to ra ids  b y the 
senior entry ( in my case the 70 t h  entry) ,  i t  was s imilar  to the procurement  of  s laves in 
Afr ica to work  in America's cot ton p lantat ions.   We would be shepherded to their  bi l lets  
and set  to work  usual ly pol ish ing the f loors to the highest  shine,  befo re being a l lowed 
f ree to return to our  hut  to do our own bul l ing.   I  soon developed an excel lent  h id ing 
p lace f rom the seniors , which succeeded more of ten than not.  

In  the centra l  communal ablut ions b lock, there was a row of  open topped W Cs with 
cut  of f  bottom port ions to the doors.    I  would h ide in the end WC, behind the open 
door , balanc ing on the door s top and breath ing very sof t ly as the seniors scoured for  
any apps.  h id ing in the to i lets .   Af ter  they lef t  I  would casual ly ret ire to my bed space 
for a quiet read of  my Air  Pic tor ia l  magazine.    The system worked wel l  for  over  a year .  

Another  good sk ive was to be 'se lected'  by a senior  CAA or SAA as a bunk boy.    In  
these modern t imes the term 'bunk boy’  would ra ise eyebrows,  but  in  those days i t  
s imply meant you were under the protect ion of  your apprent ice NCO.   Your task was 
to dust ,  pol ish and keep t idy the NCO's  bunk and that excused you f rom other c leaning 
dut ies .    In  return you were under  h is  benevolent  protect ion.    I  was lucky to be selected 
by CAA Smith of  the 70 t h  -  our A Squadron senior  entry.    He was a large amiable chap, 
excel lent at sport  who as long as the c leaning was done proper ly,  was very f r iendly.    I t  
a lso served me wel l  dur ing the senior 's  l ightn ing str ikes on our huts to col lect junior 
entry 'c leaners ' .  

Probably my best  sk ive was to jo in the C of  E church choir ,  which enabled me to 
avoid going on the church parades which ended in the 'T '  Block theatre for  the service.    
Dress ing up in a white cassock was no problem for the advanta ge gained.    And in those 
days my s inging voice was reasonable,  before roughening i t  wi th too many raucous 
songs, whisky and beer!  

More important ly being in the choir  enabled me to get  a head s tar t  ahead of  others  
on get t ing a h itch-hik ing l i f t  down to the  Borough Arms, where I  would walk  a l i t t le  up 
the road to h itch a l i f t  to  out  of  bounds Br isto l .    Later  I  would return on the last  Br isto l -
WSM bus and walk  to Camp f rom the Borough Arms.   (Great  to be young and f i t ) .     As 
a Br is tol ian,  in  my young mind I  d id not  see why I  could not  f requent ly v is i t  my family 
in the c i ty on weekends or  a Sunday?  

These vis i ts  d id rebound on me one weekend.   W alk ing down the road f rom the News 
Theatre in  centra l Br is to l .  I  espied coming towards me two Tech Of f icers f rom Lo ck ing.    
My Bas ic Radio and Engl ish teachers  (F/Os   Barret  and Wales).    No escape, I  was in 
uniform with the grey C Squadron hat band ( I  had jus t been F.T. d),  so I  s trode past  
them, g iv ing my best salute, and saying “good af ternoon, s i rs” .    They were  
dumbfounded and I  quick ly got  out  of  s ight ,  g lad to have escaped.   Wrong!     



Royal Air Force Locking Apprentice Association 

 

 

Serial 70 RAFLAA Newsletter November 2014 Page 24 

On the fo l lowing Monday I  was summoned to the Squadron Of f ice and placed in a 
chair  in  the Squadron Leader 's  Of f ice,  and subjected to an hour  of  rant ing and abuse 
f rom our f iery Ir ish  Squadron Leader and the  Fl ight Sergeant.    When I fa i led to promise 
not to break bounds to Br is to l again,  the Sqdn Ldr tr ied blackmail  and said I  would not 
be made a LAA if  I  d id not  succumb.   I  remained an AA for  the rest  of  my t ime as an 
apprent ice!    Af ter  a few weeks , I  resumed my furt ive sor t ies  to my Br isto l home, being 
careful  not to f requent p laces my super iors  went.    I f  I  had stayed on Camp dur ing these 
weekends,  I  could have swot ted up on my tech.  work  instead having to cram dur ing the 
last  s ix  months pr ior  to the F inal Exams.!  

Another good sk ive was when I  dec ided a lthough I  loved footbal l ,  I  just was not good 
enough to succeed as a p layer – so dec ided to tra in to be an FA Referee (one gets  a 
much better v iew of  the act ion in mid -f ie ld) .    This enabled me to leave Camp dur ing 
weekday evenings accompanied by a sergeant (who was a qual i f ied Ref) ,  for  ins truct ion 
at the Referees Assoc iat ion in W eston Super Mare.  There was a bar at  the Assoc iat ion 
and the sergeant  (Bi l l  Barrass)  and I  would carefu l ly return to Camp on the meet ing  
evening, usual ly the worse for  wear f rom too much Pale Ale.  

This sk ive eventual ly rebounded on me af ter  I  passed my Referee Exams., as I  was 
' requested'  qui te of ten at  weekends to referee or  run the l ine at  footbal l  matches on 
Camp.  I  must  admit I  d id enjoy them though.  

The sk iv ing act iv i t ies  of  apprent ices was wide and wondrous,  showing imaginat ion  
and appl icat ion (which must  have been a feature in  their  or ig inal  apprent ice appl icat ion 
acceptance).    Many other  lads  had their  own sk iv ing act iv i t ies,  but mine provided br ief  
inter ludes of  re l ief  in  the somewhat oppressive d isc ip l ine which our  masters fel t  
(correct ly)  that apprent ices needed to be kept in order .  

Later l i fe in the RAF af ter pass ing out,  d id not g ive much  oppor tunity (or  need) for  
sk iv ing, as the needs of  the job usually took precedence.  

 
Brian Davies ex 76/77 entry 
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HUMOUR 
 

A FEW GOOD SENIOR MOMENTS   

 An elder ly gent leman had ser ious hear ing problems for  a number of  years.  He went  to 
the doctor  and the doctor  was able to have h im f i t ted for  a set  of  hear ing a ids that  
a l lowed the gent leman to hear  100%   

The e lder ly gent leman went back in a month to the doctor and the doctor said, 'Your  
hear ing is perfect .  Your fami ly must  be real ly p leased that you can hear again. '    

The gentleman repl ied, 'Oh, I  haven' t  to ld my family yet .    

I  just s i t  around and l is ten to the conversat ions. I 've changed my wi l l  three t imes! '   

 

Hospita l  regulat ions require a wheel  chair  for  pat ients being d ischarged. However,  whi le 
work ing as a student  nurse,  I  found one e lder ly  gent leman already dressed and s it t ing 
on the bed wi th a suitcase at  h is  feet,  who insisted he d idn' t  need my help to leave the 
hospita l.    

 Af ter  a chat  about  rules being ru les,  he re luctant ly le t  me wheel  him to the elevator .    

On the way down I asked him  if  h is wife was meeting h im.   

' I  don' t  know,'  he said.  'She's s t i l l  upsta irs  in  the bathroom changing out  of  her  
hospita l gown. '    

  

 
Couple in their  n inet ies are both having problems remember ing things. Dur ing a check-
up,  the doctor  te l ls  them that  the y' re physical ly okay,  but  they might  want  to s tar t  wr it ing 
th ings down to help them remember . .    

Later that  n ight ,  whi le watching TV, the o ld man gets  up f rom his chair .  ‘W ant 
anyth ing whi le I 'm in the k itchen?'  he asks.   

'W il l  you get me a bowl of  ice c ream?'    

'Sure. '    

'Don' t  you th ink  you should wr ite i t  down so you can remember  i t? '  she asks.   

'No, I  can remember i t . '    

'W ell ,  I 'd  l ike some s trawberr ies  on top,  too.  Maybe you should wr i te i t  down, so as 
not to forget  i t? '    

He says, ' I  can remember  that .  You want  a bowl of  ice cream with strawberr ies. '    

' I 'd a lso l ike whipped cream. I 'm certa in you ' l l  forget that ,  wr ite i t  down?'  she asks.   

I r r i tated,  he says,  ' I  don' t  need to wr i te i t  down,  I  can remember i t !  Ice cream with 
strawberr ies and whipped cream - I  got i t ,  for  goodness sake! '    

Then he toddles into the k itchen.  Af ter  about 20 minutes,  the o ld man returns f rom 
the k itchen and hands h is wife a p late of  bacon and eggs.  She stares  at  the p late for  a 
moment.   

'W here's my toast? '    
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 A senior c i t izen said to h is e ighty-year  o ld buddy:    

  'So I  hear  you're gett ing marr ied?'    

  'Yep! '    

  'Do I  know her? '    

  'Nope! '    

  'This woman,  is  she good look ing?'    

  'Not real ly. '    

  ' Is  she a good cook?'    

  'Naw, she can' t  cook too wel l . '    

  'Does she have lots  of  money?'    

  'Nope!  Poor  as a church mouse. '    

  'W ell ,  then, is  she good in bed?'    

  ' I  don' t  know.'    

  'W hy in the wor ld do you want  to marry her then?'    

  'Because she can s t i l l  dr ive! '    

   

 
 
 
Morr is ,  an 82 year-o ld man,  went to the doctor  to get a phys ical .    

A few days later ,  the doctor saw Morr is walk ing down the s treet wi th a gorgeous 
young woman on his  arm.   

A couple of  days later,  the doctor spoke to Morr is and said, 'You're real ly doing 
great,  aren' t  you?'    

Morr is  repl ied, 'Just doing what you said, Doc:  'Get  a hot mamma and be cheerfu l. ' '    

The doctor said, ' I  d idn' t  say that .  I  sa id,  'You've got a heart  murmur;  be carefu l . '    

 

  

 

One more . . .!   

A l i t t le o ld man shuf f led s lowly in to an ice cream par lour  and pul led h imself  s lowly,  
painfu l ly,  up onto a stool .  Af ter  catching his  breath, he ordered a banana spl i t .    

The wai tress asked k indly,  'Crushed nuts?'    

'No, '  he repl ied, 'Ar thr i t is . '    
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LIFE AFTER THE RAF  

 

 CRASH AT FIRST FLIGHT 

I t ’s  not  everyone who can say that they have crashed a 747 and l ived to te l l  the ta le.  
Not d if f icu l t  to  do of  course, i f  the machine is a f l ight s imulator .  

My exper ience of  th is form of  enterta inment began in my las t  f ew years as an 
instructor at Cranebank, the Br it ish Airways train ing centre near Heathrow. Here, 
ground train ing and the f l ight s imulators  were housed in the same group of  bui ld ings. 
Somehow, one of  my col leagues,  the late Dave Painter (ex -73rd),  had got permiss ion 
to "f ly"  the VC.10.  Simulator ,  which was the a ircraf t  he taught .  The device had dayl ight  
v isuals , generated by cameras,  track ing above a huge model countryside, adjacent to 
an imaginary a irpor t .  He invi ted me along to one of  h is sessions and let me t ry my hand.  
I  was amazed how real ist ic  i t  fel t  and f rom that  point ,  was hooked.  

I t  was c lose to the t ime when B.E.A. and B.O.A.C.  merged to form Br i t ish Airways. I  
have no idea what  excuse he used but  Dave had a lso wangled a s imilar  pr ivi lege on the 
Tr ident s imulator .  From t ime to t ime, when we had no teaching commitments, we would 
dr ive the couple of  mi les  to Heston.  Here,  in  the B.E.A.  tra ining centre,  we would "play" 
in the Tr ident  machine. Not as advanced or real is t ic  as the VC.10.  but nevertheless a 
p leasant divers ion. I  would add that Dave, was was an inf ini tely better "p i lo t”  than I  
was.   

Back at Cranebank, we a lso tr ied, unof f ic ial ly,  the 707. As neither of  us had any 
connect ion wi th that  a i rcraf t ,  the "f l ight"  was a one of f .  

Af ter  the merger  and much upheaval  in  the tra ining centre, I  became one of  the F l ight  
Crew avionics  instructors  on the 747.  Once I  was comfortable wi th my new teaching 
ro le, I  asked my boss i f  I  m ight  operate the 747 s imulator.  "As I  was now teaching F l ight  
Crew, I  needed to  get  a feel  of  what they were doing."  I t  took some t ime to organize 
but eventual ly I  was granted permiss ion. This machine had n ight - t ime visuals  and was 
extremely real is t ic .  I  a l ready had a good work ing re lat ionship wi th most  of  the s imulator  
engineers . Next  t ime there was a space in the schedule,  they showed me how to operate 
the device, "f lew" me around for  a whi le and lef t  me to i t .  

I  checked "unl im ited fuel" was selected and appropr iate values of  V1 and V2.  
For tunate ly,  the engineers  had lef t  i t  parked at the start  of  Heathrow's  28R runway.  I t  
was a remarkable sensat ion, s i t t ing in the Captains seat ,  look ing at  the runway l ights  
converging in the d istance and feel ing at  least  3 stor ies of f  the ground,  which the real  
747 f l ight deck is.  Ginger ly,  I  opened  the throt t les , re leased the brakes and the machine 
appeared to surge forward.  The runway l ights moving past the windows wi th increas ing 
veloc i ty.  I  managed to keep i t  more or  less on the runway centre l ine wi th the nose 
wheel  steer ing and the rudder . At V 2 I  pul led back the contro l co lumn and i t  apparent ly 
l i f ted smoothly into the air .  Retract ing landing gear and f laps a l lowed me to set t le into 
a gent le c l imbing turn,  to paral le l the runway f rom which I  had just  departed.  There are 
a number  of  advantages to f lying a s imulator  as  an amateur.  No communicat ions, noise 
abatement, look ing out for  other  a ircraf t  or  res tr ic ted areas. So I  c l imbed out  over 
central  London, before turn ing back towards the dis tant runway l ights of  Heathrow. 
Switched on an Autopi lo t,  s e lected Autoland and Autothrot t le .  Lowered f laps and 
landing gear and watched the sequence I  had ta lked about  wi th t ra inee F l ight  Crew, 
progress for real .  Culminat ing in a smooth landing.  

I  d isconnected the automatics ,  opened the thrott les  and " took of f "  a gain.  This t ime,  
the p lan was a manual landing. Fol lowing the same procedure as before, I  eventual ly 
turned back towards the d is tant runway l ights . The larger  and much heavier  747 d id not 
respond quite as quick ly as the VC.10. and i t  proved qui te d if f icu l t  to a l ign and hold the 
g l ides lope and local iser indicat ions,  as  I  tended to over correct .  I  was now descending,  
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the a irspeed bui l t  up, so I  thrott led back and lowered the landing gear .  The gl ideslope 
pointer dr i f ted towards the top of  the instrument.  I  pul led back on the contro l co lumn to 
compensate. I t  seemed to have l i t t le  ef fect ,  so I  pul led back fur ther.  W ithin a few 
seconds the s ta l l  warning went  of f  and the s t ick  shaker k icked in.  Suddenly,  I  
remembered that  I  had forgotten to lower  the f laps.  I  opera ted the switch,  opened the  
throt t les  and pushed the contro l  co lumn forwards. Almost immediate ly the monotonous 
voice of  the G.P.W.S. chimed in PULL UP, PULL UP --- - .  I t  was at that point panic took 
over . I  cannot  remember what  I  d id next but only a short  t ime elapsed before there was 
a loud "bang" and the s imulator  star ted to bounce around l ike a buck ing bronco.  I  was 
not  strapped into the Captain's  seat and was being thrown around al l  over  the p lace as 
I  f rant ica l ly struggled to push the seat backwards and  then towards the lef t  s ide of  the 
f l ight  deck.  This  was the only way to get  past the centre console.  F inal ly I  succeeded, 
got  to the s imulator  control  area at the rear  and switched of f  the motion.  At  th is  point 
my hear t was probably running at 3 t imes i ts  normal rate,  I  was soaked in perspirat ion 
and my hands would not stop shak ing. I  was terr i f ied that I  m ight  have damaged the 
machine. W hen I had calmed a l i t t le,  I  res tarted i t  and much to my re l ief  a l l  seemed to  
be O.K. I  conc luded that I  had probably "c rashed" i t  somewhere near  Houns low high 
street .  A most unnerving exper ience.  

As t ime passed, I  improved and could general ly put  i t  down in the r ight p lace and 
stop i t  before running out of  runway.  From t ime to t ime I  would br ing fami ly or f r iends 
to Cranebank at the weekend.  Show them round and take them for  a "f l ight"  in  the 747 
simulator .  I t  was a wonderfu l ,  very expens ive toy!  

The one I  used was the 747-100 ser ies . Later B.A. bought a very up market 747 -200.  
This was housed in a huge cube shaped room and  moved away f rom the edge to the 
centre when in operat ion. Unbelievably real ist ic  I  was to ld but I  le f t  B.A. before I  got 
an opportuni ty to tr y i t .    

 
Mike Collier 76th 
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ROYAL  AIR  FORCE  LOCKING  APPRENTICE  ASSOCIATION 

 

MINUTES FROM THE 52 N D  COMMITTEE MEETING HELD AT FLOWERDOWN HOUSE, 
WESTON SUPER MARE AT  13:00 HOURS ON WEDNESDAY 20TH  AUGUST 2014.  

 

 

Present:-  

  

Committee:  Tiny Kuhle  87th  Chairman 

   Nigel Lodge  91st Secretary 

  Tony Horry  76th Treasurer 

   Jim Doran  219th Membership Secretary 

   Colin Ingram       88th Newsletter Editor 

   Peter Crowe       95th Webmaster/AA Rep  

   Rick Atkinson   91st Service Rep 

  Andy Perkins  109th Tech Rep 

 

 

ITEM 1 CHAIRM AN’S OPENING REMARKS AND APOLOGIES 

 

Apologies :-   
 
Graham Beeston  209th Craft Rep. 

 
The Chairman opened the meet ing at 13.10 hrs wi th a  greet ing a l l  members, this  was 
fol lowed by the Apprent ice Prayer.   

 

ITEM 2 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

I t  was agreed that  the minutes of  the las t Committee Meet ing were correct .  

 

Proposed by Andy Perk ins and seconded by Peter Crowe  

 

ITEM 3 MATTERS ARISING 

I tem 11.   Amendment to “The Const i tut ion” which was to be d iscussed later as I tem 8 
of  these Minutes.  
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ITEM 4 TREASURER’S REPORT 

The following accounts were presented by Tony Horry. 

 

RAFLAA COMMITTEE MEETING – 20TH AUG 2014TREASURERS REPORT.  

 

Accounts  as per the income/expenditure s tatement  for  Feb – Aug 2014 

As reported at  the AGM, the 2013 – 2014 Accounts were independent ly checked and 
found correct by Ann Cook.  

DONATIONS    

Flowerdown House RAFA £40.00 RAFLAA Cttee Meeting ( 30 Jan 14) 

Help for Heroes  £150.00 Fund Raising at AGM - 2014 

AGM  Income Expenditure  Webbington costs 

 £2741.00   53 Lunches = £477.00  

Webbington  £2683.00  82 Dinners = £1599.00 

Trophy Presentation  £50.00  80 Tea/Biscuits = £200.00 

Trophy Expenses    40 Wine = £480.00 

Bakers coach  £215.00  127 Bar = £127.00 

Music (Atlantic Crossing)  £220.00   

Wordsmith    2015  -  Deposit paid £200.00 

Refunds (overpaid)  £73.00   

Totals £2741.00 £3241.00  £2883.00 

Refunds  

Cliff Wilkinson (97th) 

Clive Crosby (91st) 

John Trussler (87th) 

Ron Spain (96th) 

  

£57.00 

£66.00 

£51.00 

£30.00 

  

  £204.00   

 

AGM 2014 – cost to the Association = £500 (£811.50 in 2013)  
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AGM 2015  £200 Deposit has been paid to the Webbington 

 

 

Outstanding Cheque Payments (AGM) 

100 743 Cpl Peter Moore      £50.00 AGM Trophy Presentation 

 

The AGM agreed that a donat ion of  £100.00 be paid to RAFBF.   

This is  yet to be paid.  

Also outstanding was the repayment  to The Treasurer of  £40.00 in respect  o f  the 
January 2014 Committee Meet ing to which wi l l  be added The Treasurer ’s  fur ther c laim  
for the cash payment made by The Treasurer for  th is  meet ing also of  £40.00.  In each 
case the payments  made were a contr ibut ion to Flowerdown House for the use of  the 
faci l i t ies and the provis ion of  the buf fet  lunch.  

A Direct  Debi t  set  up to subscr ibe to Freeola for  W eb host ing.   

 

RECOMMENDATIONS:  

  Income/Expendi ture for  per iod Feb to Aug 2014 be approved as presented.   

  That  cheque payment  (£100.00) to RAFBF be conf irmed.  

  That  a donat ion of £40 be made to Flowerdown House for  their  hospita l i ty  for  to -
days meet ing.  

  That  arrangements for  AGM bar  subs idy be conf irmed under  agenda I tem AGM 
2015 

  Band  book ing  as required for AGM 2015 (See Agenda I tem 10)  
Tony Horry, Treasurer,      Aug 2014 

The Treasurer’s Report  was accepted.   Proposed by Col in Ingram and 
seconded by Peter Crowe.  

 

ITEM 5 MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY ’S REPORT 

Jim Doran provided the fo l lowing informat ion: -  

 

ITEM 5.1 MEMBERSHIP DETAILS 

Latest Membership number used is 715 (714 at the 2014 AGM) 
The new member is Richard Dawson of the 83rd Entry who resides in New Zealand. 

 

ITEM 5.2 NEWSLETTER HARDCOPY REQUESTS  

A tota l  of  34 current  act ive member copies of  inc luding 2 copies overseas:  France and 
USA.  I  have managed to persuade the Austra l ian res ident  to receive v ia the webs i te.  

Down to 2 copies to s ister  organisat ions i .e.   Admin Apprent ices Assoc iat ion and 
RAF Hal ton Apprent ices Assoc iat ion.  The Cranwel l  Apprent ices Assoc iat ion has now 
folded.  

Newsletters to W idows down to 6 copies in  tota l .  



Royal Air Force Locking Apprentice Association 

 

 

Serial 70 RAFLAA Newsletter November 2014 Page 32 

Emai l  addresses are an on-going issue to keep up to date wi th and since Peter  put  
a not ice on the webs ite I  have only had 1 update.  

ITEM 5.3 ADVERTISING 

Jim opined that adver t is ing remains a necessary requirement in the R AFA “AirMai l” ,  not 
least because i t  serves as a reminder to readers  of  the cont inued ex istence of  the LAA. 
In addit ion J im also uses local  area events to make the publ ic aware of  our  exis tence.    

I  am also cont inual ly reminding RAFA Branches as of ten as I  can about  adver t is ing 
our  assoc iat ion for  a l l  ex apprent ices.  

 

The Membership Secretary’s Report was accepted. Proposed by Rick and 
seconded by Peter 

 

ITEM 6 SECRETARY’S REPORT 

Nigel Lodge said that  s ince he became Secretary there had been noth ing to repor t.  

 

ITEM 7 RAF LOCKING APPRENTICE MEMORIAL 

Rick Atk inson reported on the current  progress as fo l lows.  

The ‘architect ’  wi th whom he had been in contact had let h im down and he was in the 
throes of  f ind ing a replacement.  He had contacted three persons o f  whom one appeared 
most sui table. The selected archi tect  had been set -up in business under the auspices 
of  The Pr inces Trust  and was one used to l ia is ing wi th Marshal l ’s  Mater ia ls .  A meet ing 
was p lanned for  Saturday 23 r d  August at  Lock ing. Tony Horry agreed to meet at  the  
s ite.  

A recent  v is i t  to the s i te by Rick  had revealed that  the area had been c leared and 
the grass had been mown.  

Discuss ion wi th the architect  would focus on the concept  of  a b lock weave Apprent ice  
Wheel  with the propel ler  being in contr ast ing b lock weave.  The 
p l in th/memoria l /monument to be at 6 o ’c lock and set  ins ide the r ime of  The Wheel.  

The matter  of  a depos i t  being requested by the archi tec t was d iscussed and agreed 
that  author i ty of  up to £400 as a depos it  should be made avai lable.  However , i t  was 
a lso agreed that  no of fer  of  a depos it  would be made in the f irst  instance.  

 

The report  was accepted. Proposed by Nigel  Lodge and seconded by Jim 
Doran.  

 

ITEM 8 AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION.  

This  i tem was tabled by T iny Kuhle in  his  pos it i on as Chairman. He made the fo l lowing 
statement -   

The Amendment  to The Const i tut ion had been discussed and voted on a t  the AGM 
on the 26 t h  Apr i l  2014. The d iscuss ion had focused on changes which would enable 
invi tat ions to be issued to persons who had con tr ibuted to the teaching and learning of  
Apprent ices at  No 1 Radio School .  Such persons to be granted Assoc iate Membership. 
The d iscussion had been in it iated  dur ing the AGM of  2013 .  On that occas ion there had 
been a proposal that members of  the Cranwel l  Apprent ices Associat ion , which i t  had 
proposed to d issolve due to fa l l ing membership,  should be admit ted to our  Assoc iat ion .  
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In paral le l  with the d iscuss ion members  fe lt  that i t  would be appropr iate to admit  people 
who had a s trong connect ion wi th No. 1 Radio School .   The proposed amendment , see 
below, was voted upon.  However , i t  was pointed out that ,  under The Const i tu t ion, there 
was a requirement for  the Membership to be given 28 days ’ not ice of  such proposal  
wi thout  which the amendment could not  be passed.   The Committee therefore g ive 
not ice that  para 8 of  the Const i tu t ion should be amended to read as fo l lows:  

‘Membership of  the Assoc iat ion is open to al l  apprent ices of  the Royal  Air  Force and 
other Air  Forces who underwent al l  or  part  of  their  tra in ing at  the RAF Lock ing.  
Associate Membership may be of fered to those former apprent ices who have been 
members of  the Cranwel l  Apprent ice Assoc iat ion. Addi t ional ly Assoc iate Membership 
may be of fered in selected cases to indiv iduals  who had a c lose ass oc iat ion wi th the 
tra in ing of  Apprent ices at  RAF Lock ing,  or  who made signif icant  contr ibut ion to the 
tra in ing at No 1 Radio School . ’  

I t  was recommended that  the whole of  the above should be inc luded in the next  
Newsletter  with member/readers  g iven the opp or tunity to state whether  they are ‘ for ’  or 
‘against ’  the amendment . Detai ls  of  the responses wi l l  be made known at the 2015 AGM 
on 25 t h  Apr i l  when the amendment wi l l  be formally proposed and members given the 
opportunity to vote.  

 

Those unable to attend are requested to make their  opin ion known to The Secretary.   

 

ITEM 9 AGM 2015 

Tiny Kuhle began wi th a reference to complaints  that  he and others  had received 
indirect ly regarding the d inner.  There had been a complaint  about  meat  being 
undercooked and another  where the f ish was st i l l  f rozen. In the morning,  immediate ly 
pr ior  to th is  meet ing,  there had been an appointment  wi th Rebecca at  The W ebbington 
and the matter  of  the qual i t y of  the dinner had been d iscussed.  Rebecca, reading f rom 
her  notes, said that  she had been made aware of  the complaint and fol lowing the 2014 
AGM she had ra ised the matter  wi th The Manager.  This meet ing was a lso at tended by 
J im Doran and Nigel  Lodge.  

Whilst  the book ing for  2015 at The Webbington had already had the approval of  the  
AGM it  was necessary that  Management  at  The Webbington was made aware that  a 
book ing for  2016 was not a foregone conc lusion.  

Refer r ing to the venue for  2015 T iny Kuhle, dur ing h is at tendance at th is year ’s 
FABEA meeting, had a lready been sounding out what oth er associat ions were doing. 
He said that  the Admin Apprent ices moved their  venue around the country and noted 
that  at  a recent  event  a d iscount of  35% had been negotiated on bar  pr ices.  I f  such a 
d iscount  were to be possible, or  even as low as 15%, th is  wo uld be more cost  ef fect ive  
than the outr ight subs idy g iven in previous years  and paid for  f rom the Assoc iat ion.  The 
prospect  of  a d iscount  was broached at  the meeting at  The W ebbington but  Rebecca 
was not able to do more than ra ise the matter wi th The Mana ger  who was current ly on 
hol iday.  

 

ITEM 10 AGM 2015 DINNER DANCE/BAND 
 

There was a general d iscuss ion about whether  there was a need for a dance band.  
Several  personal  comments  were made about  the lack of  enthus iasm for a dance band 
based on comments  at the 2014 AGM and previous about  the volume. W hilst  some 
thought  the volume could be turned down previous attempts had been unsuccessful .  In 
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addit ion i t  was not easy to control  g iven that  performers general ly wear  head -phones 
and are unaware of  the level .  

T iny Kuhle had broached the mat ter of  al ternat ives wi th Rebecca at  The Webbington 
and had been provided wi th deta i l  of  some alternat ive.  

Rick  Atk inson said that a l l  bands were too loud.  However,  he added that  rather than 
a tota l absence of  any music,  in keepi ng wi th our past  heady days at  Lock ing we might  
cons ider being p iped in to d inner by one or other members who had been members of  
the Apprent ice Pipe Band.  

Tony Horry suggested a ‘Swing Band’ might be an acceptable a l ternat ive.  

Andy suggested that as background there might  be Musak wi th a range of  popular  
tunes.  

( I  d id not suggest  nosta lg ic  pop music  such as “hang down your head Tom Dool i ”)  

I t  was agreed that  the matter  should receive fur ther  cons iderat ion.  

Proposed Nigel Lodge,  seconded Rick Atkinson  

 
ITEM 11 RAFLAA WEB SITE 

  The webs ite was thought to be work ing per fect ly and T iny Kuhle thanked Peter Crowe 
for h is  work . In the words of  Peter,  there ’s  nowt wrong.  

  

ITEM 12 FABEA HALTON JULY 2014.  

  The meet ing was at tended on behalf  of  LAA by T iny Kuhle.  

RAFLAA wi l l  be the host for  2015.  

This was the f irs t  year without a representat ion f rom ei ther Cranwel l  or  Brats 192 
fol lowing the d issolut ion of  these two assoc iat ions.  

 

ITEM 13 NEWSLETTER 
 

Col in Ingram repor ted on progress in transferr ing the hard copy of  the newslet ter  to 
sof tcopy.  He hoped that th is would be resolved very soon and there would be a CD of  
the archived copies.  Although a l l  copies were avai lable and there was some doubt  as 
to the requirement for  a CD of  a l l  copies i t  was fe lt  that there coul d be several people 
who f ind i t  more user - f r iendly to access a CD than to chop and change on - l ine.  

Col in regret ted that  there were no art ic les  f rom the Heavy Radar  members and hoped 
th is  would change.  

There fo l lowed a d iscuss ion about  the Radar  Museum at  N eatishead,  Norfo lk . 
ht tp:/ /www.radarmuseum.co.uk/   Col in  had vis i ted the Museum and spoke wel l  of  i t .  
Nigel Lodge who l ives a few mi les f rom the museum and is a member – though not  
‘heavy radar ’ spoke g lowingly  about i t  and a d iscuss ion then fo l lowed as to whether 
members would l ike an organised v is i t ,  perhaps in 2015.  

 

ITEM 14 AGM 2016 

Fol lowing on f rom discuss ion at FABEA, i t  was interest ing to note,  for  future RAFLAA 
negot iat ions,  that  the Admin Apprent ices had been able to negotiate terms for  their  

http://www.radarmuseum.co.uk/
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AGM venue such that a lthough at d if ferent locat ions they had not  had an increase in 
costs  for  the las t 4 years.  

Tak ing the above into cons iderat ion T iny Kuhle said he had looked at costs  at  var ious 
Marr iot Hote ls  of  the k ind that  the Admin Apps used and cons idered that whi ls t  Br isto l ’s  
Royal  Marr iot  and Peterborough Marr iot  had th ings to commend them the nearest  in 
pr ice to The Webbington was the latter .   

Although the above cons iderat ion came out of  d iscuss ions at  FABEA there was a lso 
good reason,  given a change of  ownership, to  recons ider The Royal at  W eston -super-
Mare.  

ITEM 14 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

Andy drew to the attent ion of  the Committee the ex istence of   the Defence Discount  
Service -   h ttps: / /www.defencediscountservice.co.uk/  -  th is  is  open to veterans as wel l  
as serving members of  the Armed Forces.  

Rick  Atk inson added that there was another  d iscount fac i l i t y “Rewards for Forces” 
which is  sponsored by The  Sun -  ht tp:/ /www.rewardsforforces.co.uk/   

Col in Ingram asked about  t ickets for  the Remembrance Sunday service at the 
Cenotaph which,  th is year  is  9 t h  November.  T iny Kuhle has requested 7 t ickets  for  the 
parade.  

J im Doran had received a cal l  f rom??????  wi th an of fer  to supply enamel lapel 
badges. These badges represented the f is t  and sparks as worn on the s leeve of  radio 
and radar trades, J im said that  the cost  would be of  the order  of  £5.00 wi th an addi t ional  
charge of  £1.00 to cover postage.  

ITEM 16 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next committee meeting would be held on Thursday 19th February 2015 at  
Flowerdown House W eston-super-Mare commencing at 13.00hrs .  

 Meet ing Closed at 15.30hrs  

Nigel  Lodge (Sec LAA)  

 

 

 

 

OBITUARIES 

    GEORGE RING 95 T H  ENTRY 

 
I t  is  wi th great  sadness that  we have jus t learned of  the death of  George Ring of  the 
95 t h .  

George was a founder member of  the RAFLAA, treasurer  for  many years  a nd 
organised al l  the ear ly AGM soc ia l events  at  Dance Scene.  He fought  a long bat t le  wi th 
Colon Cancer but f ina l ly lost  the f ight .  

W e have a l l  los t a good f r iend.  

Fur ther deta i ls  wi l l  be avai lable on the web s ite.  

 
  

https://www.defencediscountservice.co.uk/
http://www.rewardsforforces.co.uk/
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RAFLAA COMMITTEE 

 

Appointment Name Address Tel/email Re-
Election  

Entry 

President Martin 
Palmer 

 
 

  91st 

Chairman “Tiny” Kühle 22 Tavistock  
Close 

Woburn Sands 

Milton Keynes 

Bucks  
MK17 8UY 

(01908)  583784 

Hans.Kuhle@btopenworld.com 

Apr 
2016 

 

87th 

Secretary 
Nigel Lodge 

9 Broadmead 
Green  
Thorpe End 
Norwich 
Norfolk NR13 5DE 

(01603) 700 505 

Nigel.lodge@btinternet.com 

 

April 
2017 
 

91st 

Treasurer Tony Horry Hillside Cottage 

Kewstoke Road 

Kewstoke 

WSM 

BS22 9YD 

(01934) 628383 

Tony.horry@gmail.com 

Apr 
2016 

76th 

Membership 
Secretary 

Jim Doran 11 Saxonlea Close 
Rushden  
Northants  
NN10 6BF  

(01933) 317357 

Jimdoran12@hotmail.com 

 

Apr 
2014 

219th  

Service Rep Rick 
Atkinson 
 

Gateway Cottage 

1 Lake Walk 

Adderbury 

Oxfordshire 

OX17 3PF           

(01295) 812972 

r ickatkinson@me.com  

 

 

Sept 
2015 

91st  

AA Rep/ 
Webmaster  

Peter Crowe 

 

14 Hillview Road  
WSM  
N. Somerset 
BS23 3HS  

(01934) 412178 

webmaster@raflaa.org.uk  
Sept 
2015 

95th   

Craft Rep Graham 
Beeston 

87 Hornbeam Rd 

Havant  
PO9 2UT 

Home (02392) 346242 

Work   07920038690 

graham@mapleoak.co.uk 
 

Sept 
2015 

209th 

Tech Rep Andy 
Perkins 

107 Balmoral Way 

Worle    

WSM  
BS22 9BZ 

(01934) 417323 

am.perkins@virgin.net  
Sept 
2015 

109th 

Newsletter 
Editor 

Colin Ingram 

 
 

Fairhaven 
Gooseham 
Morwenstow 
Bude 
Cornwall 
EX23 9PG 

01288 331363 

colin.ingram90@gmail.com 
 
 
 

Apr 
2015 

88th   

mailto:Nigel.lodge@btinternet.com
mailto:rickatkinson@me.com
mailto:webmaster@raflaa.org
mailto:colin.ingram90@gmail.com
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ADVERTISEMENTS  

 

Discounts available to Serving and Veterans of the Armed Forces 

 ‘Reward for Forces’ 

Serving personnel and their partners of the Navy, Army, Air Force and Veterans, Service 
Widows/Widowers, Reservists, Cadets, MOD Civil Servants and the Royal British Legion are all 
welcome.  

www.rewardsforforces.co.uk 

 

 ‘Defence Discount Service’ 

Who qualifies for the service? 

The official Ministry of Defence discount service is available for all members of the Defence 

Community and you can join for free and start saving £100's a year. The Service is available for 

the follow: 

Serving Armed Forces - Reserve Forces - Spouses/Partners of serving personnel - Forces 

Veterans - MOD Civil Servants 

www.defencediscountservice.co.uk 

 

 The Fist and Sparks Lapel Badge/Tie 

 

 

Contact 

www.iolaire.co.uk/sparks.html 

 

 

    RAFLAA Memorabilia 

RAFLAA Ties £7.50 

Apprentice Wheel £2.00 

Label Badges £2.00 

Replacement Name Badges £2.75 (free to new members) 

Coasters £2.00 

p&p extra 

tony.horry@gmail.com 

http://www.rewardsforforces.co.uk/
http://www.defencediscountservice.co.uk/
http://www.iolaire.co.uk/sparks.html
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The Apprentice Prayer 
 

Teach us good Lord, to be thankful 

For all the good times we had, 

The skills we have learned, 

The friendships we have shared 

And the companionship we have enjoyed. 

May all who have served the Apprenticeship of the Wheel 

Be ever mindful of the needs of one another. 
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DINNER MENU SATURDAY 25TH APRIL 2015 

------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

AGM 2015 MENU 

 

Lightly curried sweet potato & butternut soup 

Smoked Salmon Salad 

Baked Field Mushroom 

Fan of Honeydew Melon & Orange Sorbet 

 

 

Poached Salmon Fillet 

Roast Topside of Beef 

Supreme of Chicken Breast stuffed with Smoked Bacon 

Lentil Nut Roast 

 

Apple Crumble & Custard 

White Chocolate & Fig Tart 

Vanilla Cheesecake 

  

Selection of Cheese & Biscuits  

Tea and Coffee Served with Mints 
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APPLICATION  FOR  RAFLAA AGM  2015   

DINNER, DANCE AND FINGER BUFFET 
25T H  APRIL 2015 

Name   

Address   

Email  Address   

Entry  No.   

 

Descript ion  No of  Tickets  Ticket Each  Total  

Lunch & Dinner   £30 £ 

Dinner & Dance   £21 £ 

Lunch Only   £10 £ 

Dinner Dance Guest   £31 £ 

Ladies Coach Trip to:   

Glastonbury    

 t .b.a.  £  

TOTAL   £  

Application for Coach trip to be returned by: 1st March 2015 

Cheques crossed account payee, made to RAF Locking Apprentice Association 

Return application to:  

Mr. A Horry, Hillside Cottage, Kewstoke Road, Kewstoke, Weston-Super-Mare, BS22 9YD  

Tel: 01934628383 E-mail: tony.horry@gmail.com 

 

Starter Soup Melon Salad Mushrooms 

Number     

Main Course Salmon Beef Chicken Nut Roast 

Number     

Dessert Crumble Fig Tart Cheesecake  Cheese 

Number     

Please complete the total number for each choice for all your party and return with your 
booking form and cheque. 

Rooms at the Webbington Hotel. Accommodation contact Webbington Hotel, Loxton, W-s-M, BS26 2HU.  

Tel: 01934750100. Email:info@webbingtonhotel.ecplise.co.uk. 

Rooms will be charged @£80 double, £65 single B&B per night for 2 night stay, £90 double, £70 single 
for 1 night stay. Please telephone the hotel direct and quote RAFLAA when booking to secure 
reduced rates. ACCOUNTS MUST BE SETTLED WITH THE HOTEL. 

mailto:tony.horry@gmail.com

