
 

          

RRAAFFLLAAAA  NNEEWWSSLLEETTTTEERR  
SERIAL 67              NOVEMBER 2013 

  

Contents 
EDITOR’S NOTES ........................................................................................................................................................ 2 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR ......................................................................................................................................... 3 

Things for the Archive ............................................................................................................................................................... 3 

Nostalgia .................................................................................................................................................................................... 4 

Entry Boxes ............................................................................................................................................................................... 4 

RAF West Beckham .................................................................................................................................................................. 5 

Celebration of the 20th Anniversary of the RAF Locking Apprentice Association ................................................................... 5 

RAFLAA NEW MEMBERS .......................................................................................................................................... 6 

NOTICES ...................................................................................................................................................................... 7 

Next Reunion and AGM ............................................................................................................................................................ 7 

LIFE AFTER LOCKING ................................................................................................................................................ 8 

Last Posting ............................................................................................................................................................................... 8 

Yatesbury 1959 .......................................................................................................................................................................... 9 

TALES FROM THE MIDDLE EAST ........................................................................................................................... 13 

Bahrain .................................................................................................................................................................................... 13 

Masirah and Salallah ............................................................................................................................................................... 16 

HUMOUR .................................................................................................................................................................... 20 

RAFLAA ..................................................................................................................................................................... 22 

20
th

 Anniversary Visit – Bletchley Park ................................................................................................................................... 22 

ROYAL AIR FORCE LOCKING APPRENTICE ASSOCIATION. .............................................................................. 26 

OBITUARIES .............................................................................................................................................................. 35 

FINAL THOUGHTS .................................................................................................................................................... 36 

Life Changing Decisions. ........................................................................................................................................................ 36 

RAFLAA COMMITTEE ............................................................................................................................................... 37 

DINNER MENU SATURDAY 26TH APRIL 2014 ....................................................................................................... 38 

APPLICATION FOR RAFLAA AGM 2014 ................................................................................................................. 40 



Royal Air Force Locking Apprentice Association 

Serial 64 RAFLAA Newsletter March 2013 Page 2 

 

 
EDITOR’S NOTES 

Hello to you all, 

Thank you Gent lemen for helping f i l l  in the gaps in the Newslet ter  once more, you have 
provided me wi th some interest ing and thought provo k ing ar t ic les.  There are some fascinat ing 
ta les around even i f  they seem rather mundane to the wr iter ,  others see them as reminders of  
a l i festyle we used to have and enjoy which wi l l  hopefu l ly nudge someone else with a fol low 
up ar t ic le.  For  ins tance who can provide some answers for  Bruce Graham’s ar t ic le “Things for  
the Archive” I  am sure there is  someone who can help.  

Well  the RAFLAA has had i ts  20
t h

 Anniversary and thanks to T iny and Barry we had a 
week-end to remember, both technical ly at the Museum an d social ly in the bar , and as a 
fol low up what next  -  any ideas for the 25

t h
.  

Another Chr istmas looming and no idea what to get for  ‘you know who’ but then that ’s 
nothing new, i t ’s  a lways best to wait  as late as poss ible, then panic sets in and that helps 
resolve the problem.   

I  wish you a l l  a premature Happy Chr is tmas and Very Best W ishes for 2014 I  hope i t  
br ings you good heal th and happiness .  Plus  lo ts of  ar t ic les  for  the Newslet ter .   

 
 

colin.ingram90@gmail.com 
Tel: (01288) 331363 
Fairhaven 

Gooseham 

Morwenstow 

Bude 

Cornwall 

EX23 9PG  

 
 
Deadl ine for  next issue – 18

t h
 January 2014 for March 2014 

Please send a l l  comments, contr ibut ions, ideas and feedback to the newslet ter  edi tor .  
Sof t  copy preferred!  

mailto:colin.ingram90@gmail.com
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
 
 

THINGS FOR THE ARCHIVE  

For those who began their  Apprent iceships in the mid -1950’s the trans it ion f rom Cranwell  to  
Lock ing tradi t ions was almost complete. As the demise of  the RAFCAA grows ever c loser , I  
got to th ink ing about how the move was accompl ished and what some of  the ramif icat ions  
must have been.  

According to the immaculate records maintained by the RAFCAA , No. 6 Radio School f ina l l y 
moved to Lock ing in November 1952. In the meanwhi le, the 71

s t
 Entry had entered tra in ing – 

at Lock ing – in Apr i l  1952 fo l lowed by the 72
n d

 in September , before the Cranwel l  hordes 
descended.  Why the two Entr ies  d idn’t  s imply repor t to  Cranwel l  and then t ransfer  with the 
Apprent ice W ing is a mystery (known only to “The Planners” )  but does have some inter est ing 
corol lar ies .  

To sat isfy my own cur ios ity as to how th ings worked out ,  I  had a conversat ion with Char les  
Har t (71

s t
 Entry)  at the recent  20

t h
 RAFLAA Anniversary gather ing at Bletchley Park . Char les  

conf irmed that when his Entry arr ived in the absence  of  the Apprent ice NCO hierarchy they 
were “administered”  by the permanent staf f  NCOs. So, for  the 71

s t
 there would have been 

none of  the “guidance” by Senior Entr ies .  Nor presumably,  Sqdn or W ing Parades. I  wonder  
what  they d id for  church parades?  

Char les a lso to ld me that at the end of  Term 1, s ix of  the Entry ( including Char les) were  
appointed as LAAs to look af ter  the 72

n d
 when they arr ived in September 1952. My 

conversat ion d id not extend to the changes that occurred af ter  the move f rom Cranwell  to  
Lock ing in November  52.  

Did the 71
s t

 LAAs survive?  

How did the Cranwell  Entr ies that would normal ly have suppl ied LAAs at the end of  their  
f i rst  year adapt?  

I t  must  have a l l  been a b it  of  a mess.  

Char les a lso said that  when the 71
s t

 (and I  suppose the 72
n d

)  s tar ted train ing they wore the  
chequered hatbands used at Cranwel l .  W hen, I  wonder , d id the Lock ing s ingle  colour  hatband 
begin? 

So many quest ions – answers p lease.  

 

Bruce Graham (79
th
) 

Well  Gent lemen Bruce has thrown down the gaunt let ,  who is going to resp ond. Answers to the  
Newsletter  Editor  p lease.  Ed  
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NOSTALGI A  

  

 W ebmaster,  I  read wi th interest  of  the development and d issolut ion of  the Apprent ices.  

 I  was par t of  the " trans it ion" entry, the 69th".  W hilst  Lock ing lacked the cache of  Cranwel l  
i t  was a much better locat ion for  local enjoyment. The W hite Har t (?)  at Banwel l  was a great  
resource and at four pence a p int for  scrumpy wi th in our ten bob a week compass. A good 
move al l  round.  

 Recol lect ion of  both p laces br ings back happy memories. The un happy memories seem to  
have d issolved,  happily.  

I  see that  there are only three 69ers enrol led. I  wi l l  readi ly make that  four.   

Regards, Ron Griffiths. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENTRY BOXES  

Fol lowing the recent death of  Ken Toogood -  79th and RAFLAA Wordsmith award winner -  we 
are expect ing a s ignif icant increase in the number of  i tems in the 79th Entry Box , of  which I  
am the custodian. W e have a group of  27 members of  the 78th and 79th who have formed a 
correspondence group and the subject of  what wi l l  u l t imately happen to o ur "Entry Box" has  
been ra ised. I t  is  something that the Assoc iat ion committee might l ike to cons ider  and 
perhaps ra ise at an AGM for the fo l lowing reasons:  

 

  1. I have no idea how many Entry Boxes there are or who is the custodian. 

  2. For the older entries (all of the members of the 78th/79th are at least 74 years old) the 
question of ultimate disposal becomes a real issue... 

  3. The collective information in all of the said "Entry Boxes" might be of interest to archivists 
(RAF Museum?). But only if the Association can find a means of locating the data and 
protecting its disposal. This of course applies equally to the soon to be defunct RAFCAA. 

 

  I  hope you can see the dr i f t  of  a l l  of  th is .  The committee may not wish to get involved but  
I  thought  I  wou ld at least  a ir  the issues.  

  Bruce Graham 79th 



Royal Air Force Locking Apprentice Association 

Serial 64 RAFLAA Newsletter March 2013 Page 5 

 

RAF  WEST BECKH AM  

 

I  have received a request f rom Jim Doran our Membership Secretary for  any informat ion about  
RAF W est Beckham in Norfo lk .  

RAF W est Beckham was a CH Ear ly W arning radar s i te and c losed in 19 58 but apparent l y 
someone is wr it ing a book and researching the h istory of  the Stat ion. J im has spot ted the 
potent ia l  for  a few new recrui ts into RAFLAA.  

So Gent lemen anyone with any knowledge of  the Stat ion, or  knows of  anyone stat ioned 
there p lease take one step forward,  J im wi l l  be more than happy to hear f rom you.   

Colin Ingram 88
th
 Entry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CELEBR ATION OF THE 20TH ANNIVERS ARY OF THE RAF  LOCKING APPRENTICE ASSOCI ATION  

 

In order to celebrate the 20th anniversary of  the inaugurat ion of  the LAA, the membership  
dec ided by a large major i ty that a vis i t  to Bletchley Park , the home of  the "code breakers"  
dur ing the Second World W ar , should be organised.  

 Our ver i table Chairman, T iny Kuhle, and Barry Dinnage who both l ive near  the  
establ ishment,  set about  the task.  

 Our  Chairman col lec ted a l l  the names of  prospect ive v is i tors , and informed them by way of  
the webs ite the t im ings of  the v is i t ,  whi ls t  Barry, who does volunteer work  there, acquired the 
t ickets for  our  entrance.  

 W e were provided with a most knowledgeable guide, who exto l led the br i l l iance of  the code 
breakers, answer ing a l l  our quest ions. The vis i t  was a great  success, af ter  which we 
assembled at the Mi l ton Keynes Hi l ton,  for  d inner .  

  I  would l ike to add that at the dinner, T iny provided a bott le of  wine for each table out of  
h is own pocket.  

 For th is most enjoyable engagement, I  would l ike to extend the thanks to T iny and Barry 
f rom al l  those who attended, for  provid ing such an enjoyable day out.  

 Many many thanks to you both.  

   

 Chris Bryan 

 (Sec RAF LAA) 

The real code breaking chal lenge for the day was negot iat ing the Mi l ton Keynes roundabouts,  
only  T iny and Colossus were capable of that !  Ed 
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RAFLAA NEW  MEMBERS 

 

A WARM WELCOME TO THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS TO RAFLAA 

 

 

Entry    

208 Alan Pi lkington 

97 Tony Lee 

97 Mike  Bal lard 

97 Tony Chi ltern 

206 Andy Powell  

224 Pete Shelley  

212 John McHugh 

97 Mike Obrien 

93 Tony Smith 

 

 

 
 

More people – more s tor ies !!  Ed.  
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NOTICES 

NEXT REUNION AND AGM   

The 20th Annual Reunion and Annual General meet i ng of  the RAF Lock ing Apprent ice 
Associat ion wi l l  be held on Saturday 26 Apr i l  2014 at the W ebbington Hotel,  Loxton, W eston -
super-Mare.  
I t  wi l l  fol low our usual format wi th the AGM in the af ternoon and a d inner dance in the 
evening.  
Ful l  deta i ls  wi l l  fol low in the November edi t ion of  the Newsletter  but put the date in your  diary 
now.  
The hote l rates wi l l  be: £80 B&B for a double or twin room (double occupancy) for  a 2 n ight  
stay (Fr iday & Saturday),  £65 for  a s ingle occupancy.  For  the Saturday n ight  only  the rates 
are £90 B&B for a double or  twin room (double occupancy)  and £70 for a s ingle room . 
Rooms can be booked now so cal l  The W ebbington Hotel,  Loxton,  W eston-s-Mare, BS26 2HU 
Tel:  01934 750100 Or Emai l :  sa les@webbingtonhote l.ec i lpse.co.uk  Remember, these rates 
include the abi l i t y to cancel up to two days before the event wi thout penalty so book now.  

 

MENU AND BOOKING FORM AT THE REAR OF THE NEWSLETTER 

Webbington Hotel 

mailto:sales@webbingtonhotel.ecilpse.co.uk
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LIFE  AFTER  LOCKING 

LAST POSTING  

 
Cosford is  one of  only two stat ions in the U.K. ,  to which I  was posted, that  is  s t i l l  
operat ional .  Arr iva l there in mid 1965 produced a new exper ience. I  was of fered the 
opportunity to l ive of f  the camp and d id so for  the whole of  my t ime there. The 
accommodat ion provided was at the “Hobbins” ,  A.M.Q. for  the by then defunct R.A.F.  
Br idgnorth.  A 26 mile round tr ip  each day but  quite a n ice quar ter.  Possib ly because 
of  th is,  Cosford a lways seemed a rather  nondescr ipt ,  uninspir ing s tat ion to me.  

My S.T.R. 18 empire  arr ived safe ly f rom Yatesbury and was reassembled 
reasonably quick ly.  Work returned to normal,  the br ick  bui l t  bui ld ing a considerable 
improvement on i ts  previous “home”, a wooden hut in W iltshire. Apar t f rom this , the 
only other not iceable d if ference was  a much larger complement of  c iv i l ian instructors  
and another  new exper ience,  a c ivi l ian supervisor.  I  never  d iscovered h is equivalent 
service rank but he garnered scant respect  f rom the uniformed par t of  h is empire. 
Nevertheless, the Yatesbury refugees received a f r iendly welcome and were soon 
absorbed into the Cosford system.  

In the autumn of  the year , an enthus iast at the Hobbins formed a footbal l  team 
(R.A.F.  Br idgnor th) to compete in a local  league on Saturday af ternoons. As no 
faci l i t y ex is ted,  we had  to create our own pitch on a large, disused area near the 
quar ters . By Chr istmas, the enthus iasm of  the enthusiast had evaporated and I  took 
over . Gett ing enough people, to form a team each week proved very d if f icul t .  Good 
news of  course,  for  the regular nucleus of  7 or  8. No matter how badly they p layed, 
they were a lways guaranteed a game the fol lowing week. Eventual ly,  I  took to 
impor t ing people f rom Cosford. Another major problem was a lack of  changing 
faci l i t ies for  the v is i t ing team and the referee. T o solve th is,  every couple of  weeks, 
the k itchen/d iner of  our quar ter  was pressed into service, using every chair  we could 
lay our  hands on. My long suf fer ing wife and our  neighbour  (whose husband was a 
team member) worked minor  mirac les organizing tea and  c leaning up the mess when 
everyone had gone. At the end of  the season, the team f in ished in mid -table. As no 
volunteer was forthcoming,  to take over  for  the fo l lowing season, I  res igned the team 
f rom the league. Thus ending my br ief  excurs ion into footbal l  management.   

However , I  do have one unforgettable memory of  that t ime. One of  our sta lwar ts  
worked as a steward in the Of f icers Mess. Via h im, we received a chal lenge to p lay 
their  team on a Sunday morning in the Cosford stadium. My boyhood sport ing hero 
had been Ber t W il l iams, the then W olves and England goalkeeper . He was my 
inspirat ion to e lect to play in that pos i t ion.  On the appointed day,  when we ran out 
onto the pi tch, who should be p laying in the oppos ite goal  but Ber t W il l iams. 
Apparent ly,  he was an honorary member of  the Of f icers Mess. I t  was the undoubted 
p innacle of  my far f rom gl i t ter ing career in footbal l ,  when I  shook h is hand, pr ior  to 
k ick  of f .  

Cons ider ing the number of  Senior  N.C.O. ’s  there were at Cosford, s tat ion dut ies  
seemed to come around pretty regular ly.  Order ly Sgt .  in the Boy Entrant W ing, the 
most common. I  found that summoning the Fl t .  Sgt.  Boy to my of f ice and expla ining 
that i t  would be h is neck on my chopping b lock i f  there was any trouble, gave me a 
quiet n ight.  I  had more problems wi th their  mascot,  a huge Pyrenean Mountain Dog 
cal led Ben. He ins isted on s leeping on one of  the sets of  sta irs in Ful ton Block.  
Vir tual ly imposs ib le to get  by h im, i f  that  was the set  you wished to use.  

Another unfortunate exper ience was as N.C.O. i /c  the f l ight of  “Bogmen” deta i led  
for  the dai ly f lag ra is ing ceremony.  Having cal led the ro l l ,  I  got them formed up and 
ordered “s ingle rank s ize”.  By th is t ime the Fl t .  L t.  i /c  had arr ived. Af ter  number ing,  
spl i t t ing in to two ranks, r ight and lef t  tur n, quick  march prec ip i tated chaos. 
Apparent ly,  “Bogmen”  had not done s ingle rank s izing before.  W ith the F l t .  L t.  
growl ing behind me,  I  went  in to the two rank rout ine.  I  th ink  he was pret ty p ---- -d of f ,  



Royal Air Force Locking Apprentice Association 

Serial 64 RAFLAA Newsletter March 2013 Page 9 

because he ordered me to charge one of  the f l ight,  wh o he considered in need of  a 
haircut .  The f irst  and only t ime in my whole career  I  preferred a charge. I  seem to 
remember he got 3 days.  

At one point ,  sk iving by report ing s ick , reached epidemic proport ions, part icu lar ly 
amongst the Boy Entrants.  The hiera rchy responded by post ing in a woman (Sqdn.  
Of f .)  as S.M.O. She rapid ly developed a reputat ion for  demanding the removal  of  a  
pat ient 's  trousers , ir respect ive of  the mala ise. Sick  parade numbers dwindled to 
a lmost nothing. I  managed to damage the r ing f ing er on my lef t  hand and requested 
treatment . True to form, of f  came my trousers and I  had in ef fec t an F.F. I  - - - -  for  a 
swol len f inger!  When she said “ i f  i t  gets any worse, i t  wi l l  have to be cut of f ” ,  I  was 
much re l ieved when I  real ised she was referr ing to my wedding r ing.  

A more p leasurable exper ience at Cosford was being reunited wi th an o ld f r iend,  
our wor thy treasurer,  Tony Horry, a lso an instructor there. Six years ear l ier ,  he had 
been our best man. I t  was supposed to be a mutual agreement but  by the  t ime i t  was 
my turn to rec iprocate,  I  was 10,000 miles away, bask ing in the sun at Hickham A.F.B. 
The R.A.F. I  guess, would have been a mite re luctant to repatr iate me for the event.  
We ult imately shared a re lat ive ly unusual d ist inct ion. On leaving Lock in g, we were 
posted to Bass ingbourn together . At the end of  our R.A.F. service , we both lef t  f rom 
Cosford.  

Af ter about a year , I  was invi ted to move to the Basic Electronics Squadron. I  was 
del ighted with this ,  as I  much preferred teaching theory rather  than  pract ical .  A 
secondary benef i t  was unloading my S.T.R. 18 inventory.  Addi t ional ly,  i t  made i t  
eas ier to organize day re lease to  W olverhampton Technical Col lege to pursue my 
H.N.C. studies. Demob was lurk ing on a d is tant hor izon so any c iv i l ian qual i f icat i ons 
would be usefu l .  I  d id take and pass the Ch. Tech. board and toyed br ief ly wi th the 
idea of  applying for a commission as an Educat ion Of f icer .  Memor ies of  passed 
events however  made me fair ly cer ta in my future lay outs ide the R.A.F.  

Mike Collier 

 

 

 

 

YATESBURY 1959 

 

Funny how the o ld bra in cogs rotate when reading something famil iar  -  mine were 
pos i t ive ly whirr ing.  Mike Col l ier  and Br ian Colby’s anecdotes re Yatesbury in July’s  
Newsletter  brought  back some strange NBS gear  wheel  or ientat ion for  me.   

 Unl ike Br ian, i tch ing to get back to W est Raynham and the Norwich area.  I  was on 
the oppos ite s ide of  the coin, work ing on 207  Sqdn. Val iants  at  Marham (my f irst  
post ing)  and wi th a home not 6 mi les as the crow f l ies f rom Lock ing (Clevedon) .   

Marham, I  hated wi th a vengeance -  n icknamed “El  Adam with grass”.  

Orange Putter was the ta i l  warning Radar for  the Val iant and utter ly useless in the 
then emerging days of  radar seek ing missi les and radar track ing radars.   
Nevertheless, Sgt  (as  then)  Dave Potter  (69t h Entry?)  must have volunteered me for  
the course and as so erudi tely fashioned by Mike Col l ier  in  his  conversat ions wi th  
Sqn.Ldr F lor jack, -  DaveyP was a Lock ing tra ined technic ian, knowing very l i t t le about  
being an NCO!   Dave was however t r ying. (Very!  bless him).  As were the motley mob 
of  about 13 Radio, Radar  and W ireless Corporals that inhabited 207‘s N.C.O. ’s  crew 
room who also masqueraded as N.C.O. ’s  whi lst  me, the only JT, got st ick  -  shed loads 
of  i t !  

A PG course at Yatesbury would at least get m e out  of  their  hair  for  a whi le and 
a l low me to get home in good t ime on a Fr iday n ight before the pubs shut,  instead of  
a seven hour train r ide to arr ive at Br isto l Temple Meads at midnight  and then a two 



Royal Air Force Locking Apprentice Association 

Serial 64 RAFLAA Newsletter March 2013 Page 10 

and a half  to three hour walk  cross country to the  coast,  hoping to h itch a l i f t  that  
rarely came.   

I f  I  remember Yatesbury Courses s tar ted on a Thursday and students assembled on 
a W ednesday by 16:00 latest at  the Guardroom.   

I  s tarted “Clearance” f rom Marham on the Wednesday at 8am and wi th just one 
s ignature to go at 11am, I  entered the Stat ion Warrant  Of f icers Of f ice, s tood r ig id ly to 
at tent ion and waited -  and wai ted!   He was reading a document and never looked up.  
The eventual conversat ion went l ike th is:  

“W hat do you want laddie?”  

“A Clearance Signature Sir”  

“W hy?”  

“ I ’m c lear ing to go on a PG course at RAF Yatesbury in  W iltsh ire. Sir .  

( I  was hoping I  sounded as i f  i t  was urgent,  wi th the deadl ine of  4pm)  

Unperturbed he said,  “Where are you f rom?”  

“207 Squadron Sir”  

“Man f rom the swamps eh!   Get a new uniform!”  

And wi th a back handed waving gesture and him st i l l  not look ing up I  was 
d ismissed -  in  sheer panic .  

I  raced to the Cloth ing Store mindfu l of  the then cloth ing a l lowance and got a new 
uniform, bat t le  dress,  tapes and radio f lash.  Back to the b i l let  and proceeded to tr y 
and press the ruddy th ing, sew on the tapes and miss Lunch.  I  d id then, have a 
motorb ike, an obsolete Douglas 350cc f lat  twin. I t  had a tendency to seize up i f  not  
constant ly topped up wi th o i l .  W ith bald  tyres and me wi th no money, i t  d id the job -  
just .   Some of  the lads returned f rom lunch and quer ied why I  had not lef t .   One, much 
wiser  than me said,  “The SWO wi l l  be at lunch.  Nip back to the General Of f ice now, 
see the SW O’s Corporal,  he’ l l  s ign and you can forget the new uniform.”   The good 
Corporal  obl iged and I  was of f .  

 Downham Market -  L i t t le port  -  Ely -  Cambridge -  St Neots -  Hunt ingdon -  Bedford 
-  Bicester  -  Oxford -  Swindon, on and on to Yatesbury on the A4.  Mi l ton Keynes was 
being bui l t ,  I  could see the cranes.  No motorways,  jus t a shor t dual carr iageway on 
the A1.  

I  arr ived at  Yatesbury around 7pm and was surpr ised when no one batted an eyel id  
at my late arr iva l .  I  was g iven a b i l le t  number and to ld to return and col lec t b lankets .  
For tunate ly i t  was ear ly summer and the evenings were l ight.   My b i l let  consis ted of  a 
hotch potch of  tra inees and no-one on my course.  Thursday saw the c lass assemble 
and going through the arr iva l motions.  I  s tated in my (br ief )  RAF his tory that I  had 
been a member of  the Lock ing Apprent ice swimming team as a water polo p layer and 
d iver .   Fr iday I  was away l ike a rocket and hoped to be in Clevedon by around 7pm.  
However the b ike gave up the ghost,  se izing sol id in F ishponds on the east s ide of  
Br isto l and I  was lucky enough to f ind an open Garage to store i t .   I  caught the bus to 
the Centre of  Br is to l and then on to Clevedon arr iving jus t before c los ing t ime, “The 
Regent”  on Hi l l  Road.  The weekend saw me carousing with f r iends and being 
introduced to two g ir ls  f rom  Swindon, v is i t ing Clevedon for  the weekend.  Sunday saw 
me cadging a l i f t  wi th an o ld f r iend who jus t happened to be on a Course down the 
road at Compton Basset .   He dropped me of f  on Sunday n ight.   On Tuesday dur ing 
lessons I  was summoned to see the f l ight commander who j us t happened to be the  
Oic Swimming.  W ould I  l ike to go to St  Athan for a few days to Dive for the Stat ion in 
the Train ing Command Championships -  I t  was not a request.   There was to be a 
swimming tra in ing n ight in  Swindon on the Wednesday and the coach l ef t  a t 6pm.  I 
was on i t .   The others  in the “ team” were permanent staf f  at Yatesbury and me, st i l l  
broke, knowing no-one.  Af ter  the sess ion we s topped for F ish and Chips in the town.   
I  waited outs ide, chip - less, leaning against  the wal l  when two young l adies waltzed 
down the road and yel led my name.  The same two I  had met in Clevedon the 
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previous weekend.  “Come back to our p lace for a cof fee”  “Del ighted” -  but a wi th a 
stern warning f rom the Sergeant i /c  the bus, to be back in 30 minutes or they would  
not wai t .   Af ter  strong cof fee and a g lass or two of  Parsnip wine I  began to wonder  
how I was going to get  back to Yatesbury.    

Midnight saw me on a borrowed ladies push bike in the centre of  Swindon look ing 
for a town map.  I  spotted two Pol icemen standi ng in a shop door  way and dec ided to 
ask the way “home”.   Not such a good move as I  was looked on with suspic ion,  
accused of  steal ing the b icyc le and because I  could not remember  the surnames of  
the two ladies or  the street  they l ived in, faced a night in a cel l !   The second and 
younger pol iceman came out of  the shop doorway looked at me and said “Your name 
is Paul  Kite!   I  sat  next to you at school in Bath”.   I  won’t  repeat  what  I  sa id,  more in 
shock than anyth ing e lse but i t  was Constable Paul Roberts an o ld school f r iend f rom 
three years before.  They kept me chat t ing t i l l  1am when a Church bel l  s truck and 
then proceeded to say they were of f  shif t  and i f  I  went in that di rect ion, I  would get to 
the A4 and Yatesbury. ,  v ia Mar lborough.  The r ide was unevent ful save for  being 
over taken by a Van which stopped at the top of  an inc l ine as I  struggled up.  The 
occupant leaped out raced into a f ie ld, there was a bang and he raced back to the van 
dangling a Hare and shotgun and roared of f  before I  reached him!  

Al l  th is  is  led up to me making regular tr ips to Swindon and seeing one of  the 
ladies.   My motorbike was shot and af ter  a s ingle tr ip  to Swindon to return the 
b icycle, I  then used the bus which convenient ly arr ived back at  Yatesbury around 
7:30am.  One romant ic  evening was aided by someone in the Bi l le t  n icknamed 
“Cannonbal l”  f rom RAF Kin loss.  He was to say the least ,  odd.  Shor t and th ick  set  
wi th a shaved head -  not a la mode in the 1950’s.  He would s i t  on the end rai l  of  h is  
bed wi th a  Ukule le and compose what can only be descr ibed as sung d it t ies , to the 
annoyance of  most of  the b i l let .    He to ld me he went to Swindon on Thursday’s and i f  
I  met him outs ide the town Dance Hal l ,  he would g ive me a l i f t  back. Cutt ing a very 
long s tory short .   I  discovered th at he at tended the dance hal l  every Thursday n ight.   
He would take a very small  su i tcase conta in ing h is  Dancing Pumps and a book.  He 
would s it  in the pub oppos i te the dance hal l ,  read and dr ink  Guinness (Dutch 
Courage? -  I  don’t  know) and s l ight ly inebr ia ted go on to the Dance.  I  was outs ide 
the Dance Hall  at 10pm and waited for h im to emerge.  He had a young lady on h is 
arm, who to me looked qui te wor ld ly wise and had an a ir  of  conf idence and poise 
which gave her a matur i ty beyond her years.  Even wi th n o make up, she was very 
at trac t ive.  Cannonbal l  came over  to me and said he would get  r id of  her .   I  sa id “No 
don’t  worry I  wi l l  get a bus and turned to go.   He held me back and said “W ait ! ”   He 
walked back to her and wi th in earshot  said  

“Do you mind i f  I  ask you a very personal quest ion?”    

“No” , she repl ied,  “ I  have probably heard them al l ! ”    

“Are you a Virg in?”   He said, s tar ing her s tra ight  in  the eyes.    

There was a loud smack as she p lanted one on h is cheek and wi th a twir l ,  about 
faced and st rode of f !   Oh dear .  Cannonbal l  came over to me and said “That ’s that  
then -  le t ’s  go! ”   I  took the l i t t le suitcase and cl imbed on the back of  h is  b ike.   I f  
memory serves i t  was a Vincent Black Shadow, whatever;  i t  was powerfu l.   He had a 
paratroopers type crash helmet no peak that looked l ike a “cannonball”  perched on his  
head,  me on the p i l l ion look ing over  the top of  h is and hanging on for  dear l i fe  as  he 
careered round bends laying the b ike over as i f  in the IOM TT.  

We arr ived back at Yatesbury at dusk and I  s igned us in at the Guardroom.  He 
said “Hop on” .  I  sa id,  “No. You go on I ’ l l  walk”  -  Pi l l ion passengers were not  a l lowed 
on Camp Roads.  “Get  on! ”  he said, “There’s  no one about .”   By th is t ime I  real ised he 
was drunk of  course.   I  should have walked awa y but l ike a fool c l imbed onto the 
p i l l ion.  He roared of f  down the long s tra ight  road that led past 1 W ing NAAFI -  there 
was a Dance that had jus t f in ished.  I t  was throwing out t ime.  A “Snowdrop” in fu l l  
uniform, whi te gai ters  and a l l ,  waving a torch up and down l ike a man possessed, to 
s low th is crazed motorcyc l is t  down.  I  shoved the l i t t le sui tcase as far  down the 
mudguard as I  could hoping to cover the number p late.   Cannonball  ye l led “Hang On! ” 
and he opened the throt t le r ipping through the tr ipping throng.  The Snowdrop was far 
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less than an arms length f rom me as we charged into screams f rom the women and 
yel ls f rom the men.  Fortunate ly no one was h it  and we must have got to 50mph along 
that  long road before he turned and let  me of f .   I  cut  back to the b i l le t  as fast  as  I  
could,  dumping h is l i t t le case on his  bed.  

He arr ived about 20 minutes later saying he’d h idden the b ike and h is helmet and 
stro l led back f rom a d i f ferent d irec t ion.  

Noth ing happened the next  morning,  though I  expected to be cal led out of  c lass.  
At  luncht ime Cannonball  came into the b i l let  and looked at  me.  

“You’re wanted at the Guardroom pronto to see the Provost  Of f icer .  Some one f rom 
the NAAFI  recognised you and to ld the copper .  They found the b ike and traced me 
but I  sa id I ’d  p icked you up as a h itchhiker”    

This is  i t ,  I  thought and made for  the door,  gul l ib le as ever .  “Come back he said,  
you’re in  c lear,  they bel ieved the h itchhiker b it .    

“So what happened?”  says me wi th some rel ief .    

“ I  was cal led to see the Provost Of f icer  who said that he would do me for:  speeding 
on camp roads, fa i l ing to s top. Carrying an unauthor ised p i l l ion passenger , reck less 
dr iving, dr iving without l ights, and a host of  other th ings.  I  told h im that I  panicked 
and would not do i t  again.  He gave me a hel luva ro l l ick ing and said he would ban the 
b ike f rom Camp if  there was one more inf r ingement.   I  was a b i t  lucky though because 
I ’ve got  no dr iv ing l icense, tax or insurance and he d idn’ t  ask me! ”  

To th is day I  real ly don’t  know if  he ever went to t he Guardroom or was pul l ing my 
leg.  

And what of  the swimming?  I  d idn’t  get a p lace in the Div ing and missed most of  
the Orange Put ter Tui t ion -  took the f inal exam in a box room and Fai led.  The Gir l?  
We agreed to part and I  returned to “El Adam with Gra ss” for  another  18 months 
before winning the best post ing pr ize anyone could wish for -  RAF Suppor t Unit  
Austra l ia for  three and a half  years wi th the RAAF at No 1 Air  Tr ia ls Uni t  -  Evet ts  
Fie ld in Woomera. I  p layed water polo for  the RAAF (Woomera) in goal .   And in 
Adela ide, we were put against the Hungar ian Olympic  back up team and got whi te 
washed. But  that ’s  another s tory.  

Paul Kite - 81st-82nd-83rd. 
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TALES FROM THE M IDDLE EAST 

BAHR AIN  

 

As I  s i t  here recover ing f rom our Golden Wedding celebrat ions,  tho ught i t  t ime to 
catch up on RAFLAA newslet ters .  

Had met my beloved on a b l ind date courtesy of  ‘Mac ’ Galbra ith (80
t h

)  going 
temporar i ly b l ind and needing a dr iver to take him to see h is g ir l f r iend.  She brought a 
f r iend a long and 51 weeks later we got marr i ed in March in August.  ‘Mac ’ recovered 
suf f ic ient ly to see h is way c lear to being our  best  man.  

We had to get marr ied in a hurry (not what you are th ink ing) – PWR made my mind 
up and in October 1963, found myself  on the tarmac at RAF  Muharraq together wi th 
Phi l  Mann (87

t h
)  who was a lso newly wed.  We entered the Fami l ies Of f icer ’s room 

together .  

‘Name?’ ‘Mann’  ‘One year  -  No Chance of  your wife jo in ing you – Next ’ .  

My hear t sank – I  was there for  two years.  

‘Name?’ ‘King’ ‘F i l l  th is in , your f lat  in Manama i s st i l l  be ing bui l t  – your wife wi l l  be 
wi th you by XMAS’  

Phew… what  a re l ief .  

‘Report to Mar ine Craf t  in the morning’  

‘W hats Mar ine Craf t? ’  ‘Boats you id iot – you are the Cpl King who has done the 
Decca seaborne RADAR course?’ .  ‘Not me Sir ’  ‘Are you Cpl King A’ ‘Yes Sir ’  ‘You are 
the only one on the f l ight wi th that name and in it ial  – be on the bus in the morning’ .  

I  wondered what 3 years at Lock ing as a des ignated Air  Radio (Bomber) f i t ter  
fol lowed by spel ls at Honington, Cot tesmore and W itter ing on Vic t ors 1 1a and 2 had 
been for .  Not to ment ion Yatesbury and the dreaded ECM. Was there some secret  
p lan to retrof i t  this  gear to the RTTLs and RSLs? I  got on the bus.  

My new charges performed the ro le of  Air  Sea Rescue for Bahrain and that part  of  
the gulf .  I  won’ t  say that the radio gear was archaic but i t  features in the f i lm ‘The 
Dam Busters ’ .  The RTTL (Rescue and Target Towing Launch) was powered by two  
marin ised Shack leton engines – we achieved 48kts for  a photo shoot .  The RSL 
(Range Safety Launch) was smaller  and s lower .  

Two years quick ly passed. I t  ra ined every October 25
t h

 wi thout fa i l .  Wet dr i l l  for  
a ircrew – amazing how quick ly they got in their  d inghies in water f requented by 
sharks, s t ingrays and sea snakes. They would then be located by the res ide nt  
Bever ley and showered wi th to i let  rol ls .  

The lowest point  of  al l  was on 17
t h

 Apr i l  1964 when I  arr ived at  the jetty (a former 
Imper ia l Airways seaplane staging post)  to f ind the RTTL being  refuel led. ‘Sk ipper 
wants to see you – now’. ‘A Caravel le has d isappeared on approach to Dahran. I t  is  
too rough for the Navy, the  Shamal (sandstorm) has grounded al l  our normal a ircraf t  – 
we have been out  once but  the Radar has packed up – f ix  i t ’ .  

‘W hat about  power?’  ‘No chance – we are refuel l ing ’ I  cannibal ised the other  boat .  

Refuel ing stopped and we were of f  – ‘ I  can g ive you 15kts for  10 mins then we 
have to crack on’  

The box swapping d id noth ing – a mast head problem – no chance, I  repor ted to 
the Sk ipper .  

He said,  ‘ I  see i t  th is way’  ‘You say i t ’s  a mast head p roblem – get  yourself  a 
b lanket  and get up the mast – you can be the b l**dy Radar ’.  
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I  was tota l ly in awe of  how these guys work  as a team – charging a long at 40kts in  
a sandstorm with v iz about 400 yds. ‘Lookout ’  ‘Si r ’  ‘You should see a red  buoy in 15 
seconds ’ Got  i t ’  one quick  c ircui t  then of f  on the next leg.  Three legs later and into 
c lear a ir  – a spot ter p lane appeared and f lew over then up then around an over then 
up – there was a wingt ip about 5 feet out of  the water .  We commenced our search 
pattern down wind and down t ide.  

The W ireless Op appeared br ief ly on the br idge, threw up and was sent  to the s ick  
bay.  Now I was not only the Radar but now the W op as wel l .  ‘S ir  – I  don’t  know 
Morse’ .  ‘Just b loody get on wi th i t ’ .  I  got  on the Dam Busters gear – found the voice 
opt ion and h it  t ransmit .  

The word ‘Protocol ’  came back – I  sa id I  would do a proper course and learn Morse 
later – just l is ten to what I  am tel l ing you. The Bever ley appeared and s tarted a 
search.  

‘Sk ipper wants you on the br idge’ ‘Cpl – deal wi th those b loody hel icopters ’ 3 US of  
A copters were then contacted and asked ‘Would the one who has found something – 
p lease c irc le’  – I  watched – ‘That one over  there Sir ’  – we found a wheel.  

Fuel then necess i tated a return to base via the crash s ite.  Divers and a small  barge 
were now act ive and appropr iated our shark  repel lent f rom many l i fejackets we had on 
board.  W ith no reported survivors,  we returned to base where she was refueled and 
back out.  

These guys then carr ied out the real ly gr im task when  they h it  the ‘body’  area – a 
68’ launch is not designed for th is  and apparent ly there were bodies down below, la id 
a long the decks in pi les and the RTTL would f i l l  then back to the crash s ite to of f load 
then back round to repeat the task.  

I  th ink  by the t ime they had f in ished, the recovery area had reached the s ize of  20 
miles  wide by 60 miles long and only one casualty was unaccounted for.  There had 
been 43 passengers and 9 crew and pi lot er ror in confus ing the ASI and the al t imeter  
was g iven as the probable cause.  Apparent ly their  pos it ion was swapped over on 
d if ferent  marks of  Caravel le.  

A very subdued Marine Craf t  Unit  then p icked i tse lf  up and ear ly next morning saw 
2751 approach ens ign at half  mast – the whole unit  l ined the jet ty in s i lence – the 
reserve crew took over as she was seen to her berth and c leaned down.  

Next day – back to the standard crash cal l  which was invar iably a medical 
emergency on a prawn f isher  – we were never shor t of  prawns at the MCU.  

I  have the greatest of  admirat ion for  the M CUs of  the day manned for the most par t  
by guys who had been youngsters  and seen service dur ing the war.  These were now 
‘Chief ies’  with o ld fashioned bul l -sh i t  va lues which had no p lace for somebody l ike 
me. I  was ordered to change a perfect ly serviceable ‘box ’ because i t  was a d if ferent  
colour black to another one. I t  was th is part icu lar Chief ie who opened my eyes – I  
star ted wr i t ing to companies.  

The younger guys were great ,  I  bought some f resh tomatoes back f rom  U.K. and 
one did a duty for  me in exchange for one. He examined i t ,  then snif fed i t  for  about 5 
mins before s l ic ing i t  into the th innest  s l ices poss ib le – p lac ing each s l iver  on h is 
tongue and fu l ly savour ing i t  as  i t  melted.  Simple p leasures.  

One day – return ing back to the f lat  – a woman in purdah appeared and made s igns  
for me to go through a door – she was very ins is tent .  As one door opened, another  
c losed and I  went through a number of  passageways before emerging at the s ide of  
my f la t.  A fu l l  blown r iot was in fu l l  swing and the mounted pol ic e had jus t commenced 
a c learance charge.  What chance a s ingle unarmed uniformed Cpl  Tech radio f i t ter  
just happening to walk  in to that scenar io. I  had never ever seen anybody on the walk 
to work  or  back. I  was obviously known and looked af ter .  

We returned to UK and I  bought  myself  out jo in ing IBM in January 1966.  
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A long career wi th them through the golden age of  comput ing in it ial ly hardware 
then sof tware before f in ish ing up as a fork - l i f t  t ruck dr iver in my own f loor ing 
company joint ly wi th my son- in- law.  W e have jus t commenced our 21

s t
 year .  

A lot e lse happened in the Middle East ,  ‘Johnnie Johnstone’ saw to that – and i t  
a lso k icked me of f  on my l i fe long passion for sai l ing. I  have had an amazing work ing 
l i fe bui l t  on a foundat ion of  a Lock ing apprent iceshi p, 1 A- level gained via 
correspondence course in Bahrain and my only formal qual i f icat ion – RYA 
Yachtmaster  Ocean. My son- in- law says that I  can blag for  England.  

Lock ing days were great .  

We arr ived wi th a f lu  epidemic and anybody f i t  went s tra ight into th e Rugby f i rst  
XV.  

Promotion to LAA fo l lowed a b l ind s ide try r ight under the noses of  the Of f icers.  
That  took me out of  ‘B’ Sqdn to ‘C’ where I  s tayed unt i l  pass ing out .   

Promotion to CAA fol lowed k ick ing an impossible conversion f rom the touchl ine to  
t ie  an intersquadron blood bath.  

Promotion to SAA fo l lowed a great f ina l season capta in ing the wing second XV wi th 
some appearances for  the f irs ts.   

The obl igatory motorcyc le kept at somebody’s g ir l  f r iends in W -S-M. The Saturday 
n ight return in the non-corr idor tra in f rom Bristo l – somebody had to do a number two 
and we had to make sure that he was ‘mooning’ on the non p latform side.   Lots of  fun.  
Great  tra in ing for  now join ing the ranks of  Bor ing Old Gits .  

Alan King formerly 

SAA King. A (87
th
 Entry). 

 

PP OO SS TT SS CC RR II PP TT SS ..   
Found out years la ter  – Cpl King A who had done the Decca course arr ived in 

Singapore to be to ld that he was work ing on aircraf t .  Similar  scenar io in reverse ( I  am 
an Air  Sea Rescue f i t ter  – your name is King – get on wi th i t  e tc) .  

The actual RTTL was 2751 – i t  has been refurbed once or twice and is now at  
Shoreham. I  v is i ted i t  when i t  was v iewable f rom the M27 at  Swanwick. Nosta lg ia is  
not what i t  was.  

Saw a prog on Mae West shark  repel lent ,  they stuf fed a tuna wi th about 8 of  them 
– the shark  scof fed the lot .  
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M ASIR AH AND SAL ALL AH  

I t  was late 1972 and I  was a JT on my f irs t  tour out of  Lock ing, sat in the crew room 
at High Buston transmit ter  s i te, RAF  Boulmer, when a s ignal arr ived wi th news of  my 
next post ing to RAF Masirah detached RAF  Salalah.  Having no idea where these 
p laces were, I  asked the guys in the crew room and a Cpl cal led Jef f  Moore jus t  
laughed and said “you’ l l  soon f ind out”  and said no more.  I  eventual ly found out that  
RAF Masirah and Sala l lah were in Oman somewhere in the Middle East  and I  was 
going on a 9 month tour s tart ing in March 1973.   However , I  needed to at tend a 
couple of  crypto courses and so i t  was back to Lock ing, f i rst  for  6 weeks and then for 
another 2 weeks.  PG courses were a lways a good break away f rom Stat ion  rout ine.   

By February 1973, I  had completed my courses and repor ted to stores at RAF 
Boulmer to be k it ted out wi th the necessary i tems of  Khak i Dr i l l  (KD).  This cons is ted 
of  knee length socks,  long s leeved air tex type shir ts wi th rubber  buttons and short s  
that  came down to below the knee and fas tened at  the s ides.  Luck i ly I  didn’t  get  a 
p ith helmet!   I  was to ld that  they couldn’ t  ta i lor  any of  th is and that  i t  would be done 
when I  arr ived in Sala l lah.  They d idn’t  have many of  the i tems I needed, such as  
desser t boots and so I  received a def ic iency chi t  and again to ld I ’d  be issued with the 
missing i tems in Sala l lah .  I t ’s  good being young and gul l ib le as you just accept a l l  
th is  and get on wi th i t .  

So one Monday in March, I  jumped on the tra in down to Sw indon s tat ion and 
repor ted to the forces travel of f ice that was then on one of  the platforms and was 
ushered onto a coach to RAF Br ize Nor ton.   Once at Br ize I  was al located a rather 
n ice room, wi th another ex apprent ice, in the Gateway Hotel .   For  those w ho haven’ t  
had the p leasure, the Gateway was the RAF’s at tempt at provid ing hote l  l ike 
accommodat ion for mil i tary personnel and their  fami l ies trooping to the far - f lung b i ts 
of  the empire that  were lef t .   In  the 1970s i t  was real ly very good compared to th e 
usual trans i t  accommodat ion.  

As wi th most RAF f l ights, we were woken up at the unsociable hour of  0200 for  
breakfast in readiness for a 0500 departure on a Br itannia a ircraf t ,  wi th the f irs t  s top  
in Cyprus to drop of f  passengers and refuel .   W e landed at  Akrot i r i  and were to ld to 
stay on the aircraf t  as  i t  would be a quick  turnaround, but af ter  2 hours i t  was obvious 
that  there was something wrong and so eventual ly we d isembarked and were taken to 
trans it  accommodat ion.   This was def in ite ly not  as  n ice as  the Gateway and what 
made i t  worse was that they would not of f  load the baggage and so you were stuck 
wi th what  you were wear ing.   I t  took al l  n ight  to f ix  a problem with one of  the engines 
and so the next morning we were back on the a ircraf t  heading for the next stop,  
Shar jah, to drop of f  some more passengers .  W hilst  s i t t ing on the pan at Shar jah I  
looked out of  the window and saw the Air  Engineer on the wing wi th the cowl ing of f  
one of  the engines, pok ing about with a screwdr iver.   This d idn’ t  exact ly i nst i l l  much 
conf idence but af ter  a whi le he put everyth ing back together and we took of f  for  
Masirah.   

We landed on Masirah, an is land of f  the southern coast of  Oman, on W ednesday 
af ternoon where those posted to the is land were met  by someone f rom their  ne w 
sect ions.  Soon there was only me lef t  in the arr iva ls hal l  and the movers were 
pack ing up.  I  asked one of  them when the next f l ight  to Sala lah was and he to ld me 
there was one due out on Saturday.   He advised me to go to the guardroom to see 
about  some trans it  accommodat ion and so dressed in a jacket and t ie  wi th a l l  m y 
luggage,  I  set of f  for  the guardroom in the af ternoon sun wi th the temperature 
somewhere in the 30s C.  Trans i t  was in an o ld hut  wi th several rusty i ron beds, a few 
very old lockers and  a large s low cei l ing fan, wi th me the only occupant.   That  
evening I  headed for  the NAAFI and a welcome cold beer and found i t  occupied 
main ly by ex Lock ing apprent ices f rom the 214, 215 and my entry 216.  I t  was a great 
evening and I  stumbled back to my hovel in  the ear ly hours but made the mistake of  
swi tching the on the l ight,  reveal ing a scene resembl ing an Indiana Jones movie wi th 
a l l  manner of  insects cover ing the wal ls and f loor.   Luck i ly the l ight scat tered them 
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back to their  holes and a mixture of  travel wear iness and alcohol  resul ted in a good 
n ights  s leep.  

I  wandered around Masirah unt i l  Saturday when I  reported back to Movements for  
my f l ight .   I  was loaded onto a Hercules C130 along wi th al l  manner of  equipment , 
food and ammunit ion for  the tr ip  down the coast to RAF Sala lah.  On landing the Herc 
tax ied into a large berm made up of  oi l  drums f i l led wi th sand and as the aircraf t  ramp 
was lowered I  saw an  armour p lated three ton t ruck wi th a General Purpose Machine 
Gun (GPMG) on the cab roof ,  wait i ng to take us to the Movements hut.   The rather  
exot ic transport coupled wi th an a ir f ie ld that  looked l iked a scene f rom a WWII desert  
f i lm was an indicat ion that  th is was going to be a tour wi th a d if ference.  

At Movements , I  was met by the Chief  f rom GRSF  who asked where the hel l  I  had 
been as they had expected a JT Palmer to arr ive last week.  I  expla ined that I  was JT 
Parker and showed him the movement documents I  had been g iven, to which the Chief  
sa id, “never mind you’ l l  do” and we jumped in the landro ver to take us to the sect ion.  
I  met the rest  of  the guys f rom GRSF and the ComCen, who were again main ly ex 
Lock ing apprent ices, and was then taken to the hut that would be my home for the 
next 9 months.  Of  the e ight  of  us shar ing the hut ,  four of  us  we re ex 216 and the 
others ex 215 entry and so i t  was l ike being back at Lock ing but  with more sun and 
sand.  

They introduced me to the s i tuat ion in Sala lah where, s ince the mid 60s, the Br i t ish 
had been suppor t ing Sul tan Qaboos, and h is father before h im, in  a conf l ic t  wi th 
communis t backed insurgents  of  the  Dhofar  L iberat ion Front  (DLF) and the Popular  
Front  for  the L iberat ion of  the Occupied Arabian Gulf  (PFLOAG),  local ly known as the  
Adu.  RAF Sala lah was commanded by a Wg Cdr  wi th around 80 RAF personnel ,  the 
penguins,  and was home to the Sul tan of  Oman’s Air  Force (SOAF).  The pi lo ts were 
main ly seconded f rom the RAF and f lew Str ikemaster (armed var iants of  the Jet  
Provost)  at tack a ircraf t ,  Car ibou and Skyvan transpor ts.  There were a lso a few 
hel icopters , wi th some provided by the Shah of  Iran complete with pi lots . The base 
was protected by the RAF Regiment, 2, 15 and 51 F ie ld  Sqns who rotated every three 
months and spent most of  their  t ime in forward pos i t ions cal led Hedgehogs s i tuated 
on the p lain between the camp and the h i l ls ,  manning GPMG’s and Mor tars .  Sala lah 
a lso had an Army Fie ld Surgical Team, Royal  Signals personnel  and Royal  Art i l lery 
for  the 25 Pounder and 5.5 inch f ie ld guns.  However , the main p layers were the SAS 
known as the Br it ish Army Train ing Team (BATT) who l ived in the h i l ls  wi th the 
Sul tan’s t roops, support ing local tr ibesmen and f ight ing the  Adu.   Final ly there were 
the mercenar ies  who were paid by the Sul tan and came onto the camp every now and 
then to br ing in the necessary Adu body parts needed to prove their  k i l ls  and col lec t  
their  bount ies.   The annoying th ing was that they were a l lowed to use the NAFFI and 
had the money to buy up a l l  of  the good s tuf f  leaving us wai t ing for  the next  supply 
ship.  

As I  didn’t  have a fu l l  set  of  KD uniform, I  took my def ic iency chit  and ta i lor ing 
request to the stores where a Geordie Sgt took one look and burs t out laughing.  He 
then to ld me he had no KD but would le t me know if  any arr ived and suggested I  do 
the same as everyone e lse and wear wha t  b its of  uniform I had a long wi th some f l ip 
f lops f rom the NAFFI.  He d id however , issue me with a steel helmet but advised me 
that he only had two inner l in ings of  which, he had one and the CO had the other .  I  
a lso received a cape for the monsoon season  and so spent most of  the tour in shor ts  
and f l ip f lops wi th a cape draped about me dur ing the monsoon season look ing l ike a 
refugee f rom Disney.  

Our accommodat ion Twynham was cal led the ‘Shel l  Inn’  and was surrounded by o i l  
drums f i l led with sand for shrapnel protect ion, as the Adu would regular ly f i re rockets  
onto the camp in the hope of  hi t t ing something important .   This  usual ly happened 
between 1700 and 1800 as the l ight  was fading so that they could set up the rocket  
launchers on hidden baseplates in t he h i l ls  and send in several rounds before the RA 
got their  bear ings f rom the Green Archer back project i le radar system and f ired back.  
The Str ikemasters  were a lso scrambled to try and locate the Adu before they 
d ispersed and I ’ l l  a lways remember the f irs t  t ime I  saw two a ircraf t  del iver ing a 
napalm str ike on the h i l ls  jus t as the sun was set t ing.   The rol l ing f irebal ls l i t  up the 
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darkening skyl ine and a large area of  the h i l ls  appeared to be on f ire.  I  cer tain ly 
wouldn’t  have l iked being amongst i t .   

In ear ly 1973 the Adu were using smal l  75mm RCL rockets that you were not aware 
of  unt i l  they exploded with a crump and scat tered shrapnel around the place,  which 
meant that as soon as someone shouted ‘ incoming’ you hid under whatever af forded 
protect ion.  W hen the RA saw a lu l l  in the incoming rounds on Green Archer, they 
would sound the s iren for everyone to head for the shelters .  Unfor tunate ly, the 
shel ters were holes in the desert wi th corrugated t in and earth roofs and o ld 
ammunit ion boxes to s it  on.  Therefore, they attracted most of  the nasty th ings that 
l ive in the deser t,  inc luding snakes, scorpions and camel spiders.   This provided an 
interest ing choice of  e ither staying above ground wi th the rockets or r isk ing an 
encounter wi th something nasty in th e shelter ,  including some s trange  SNCOs. 

I  had only been there for  a few days when I  exper ienced my f irst  rocket at tack.  I t  
was late in the af ternoon and I  was stood in the outs ide doorway to the sect ion ta lk ing 
wi th a guy f rom General Of f ice as their  doo r  was oppos i te us across a smal l  patch of  
bondoo.  There was an explosion near the  armoury and a column of  b lack smoke.  I 
turned back f rom look ing to say that there must have been an acc ident but the other  
guy had d isappeared.   I t  was then that there was another explos ion c loser to the 
sect ion wi th p ieces of  shrapnel r icochet ing of  the wal ls and i t  s lowly dawned on me 
that  we were under attack.  I  crawled down the corr idor into the workshop and h id 
under a bench unt i l  I  heard the s iren and then ran outs ide  to the nearest shelter .   Just  
as I  sat  down our  Sgt to ld me I was on the Stat ion  Defence Team and as such should 
be at the armoury col lec t ing my weapon.   This  was news to me but being an ex 
apprent ice and condi t ioned to obeying orders, I  set of f  across th e bondoo towards the  
armoury,  known as the Alamo, which unfor tunate ly was where the f irs t  rocket had 
landed.  Al though this  d idn’ t  seem l ike a good move,  there were others heading that  
way and so I  cont inued and arr ived at the sandbagged maze entrance wher e a queue 
had formed.  I  asked what was going on and was advised that normally you ran in and 
p icked up a r i f le and magazine but unfor tunate ly, there was a new armourer who was 
making everyone s ign for their  weapon.  Thankful ly th is d idn’t  last long as the  
Regiment  F lt  Sgt  turned up and had a ‘ f r iendly’  word wi th the armourer and we quick ly 
went to our a l located pos i t ions.  I  was to ld to go onto the armoury roof  to act as the 
r i f leman for the L ight Machine Gun (LMG) team manned by two RA personnel and had 
the embarrass ing task of  ask ing what i t  was I  was supposed to do.  No wonder the 
army used to g ive the crabs a hard t ime, but af ter  some good natured r ibbing they 
schooled me in work ings of  an LMG team and how to cover them whist  re loading.  

The work  in GRSF and the ComCen was very var ied and enjoyable for  an L F it t  GC 
as basical ly you were expected to look af ter  anyth ing that used electr ic i t y,  which 
included a l l  the Nav Aids, HF, VHF, UHF transmitters and receivers, te lepr inters and 
a l l  the other anc i l lary equipment .  I  was a lso the crypto tech and so had the on l ine 
and of f  l ine cryptos to mainta in.  This inc luded the of f  l ine crypto used by the BATT in 
the h i l ls  that was l ike a s l ight ly more modern version of  an Enigma machine and being 
e lectromechanical ,  was regular ly brought into the sect ion choked fu l l  of  sand and gr i t .   
We also looked af ter  some of  the medical equipment f rom the F ield Surgical Team 
such as e lectr ic  respirators and the Blood Bank, which was bas ical ly a b ig f r idge.  I 
d idn’t  l ike being cal led out  to look at  the Blood Bank as they used to keep a l l  the b i ts 
they chopped of f  in surgery unt i l  they had enough to warrant  a bur ial  run and so you 
never  knew what  to expect when you opened the door.  

Once a month we would hold a  masalam or goodbye n ight in  the Wobbly Wheel  
Club,  which was the a l l  ranks bar,  for  those who were tourex and of f  home.  This  was 
the h ighl ight of  the month and held on a Thursday as we fo l lowed the Arab weekend 
and had Fr iday of f .   They were usual ly a l l  n ight sess ions fo l lowed  by breakfast and 
then a run down to the beach in the armoured three ton truck wi th a local Askar i  
guard to watch over us whi le we slept i t  o f f .   The beaches were stunning wi th f ine 
whi te sand backed wi th palm trees and not another soul to be seen.  I  bel i eve they 
are now a popular hol iday resor t wi th excel lent  hote ls .  

The town of  Sala lah was about 4 miles f rom the camp and serviced by the only  
tarmaced road in that par t  of  the country.   I t  was l ike s tepping back into b ib l ica l t imes 
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wi th tradi t ional Arab bu i ld ings and a great  souk where you could buy a l l  sor ts of  
strange th ings.  You could even buy an AK47 assault  r i f le and ammunit ion for  about  
£20.  There was a new hospita l and school  as the Sultan was beginning to provide 
more services for  his  people and i nvest  in  new inf rastructure as part  of  the ‘hearts 
and minds ’ campaign.   The Stat ion donated new Tannoy systems for the school and 
hospita l and natura l ly the task fel l  to GRSF to ins ta l l  them.  We spent a couple of  our  
Fr idays of f  work ing in the hospi ta l a nd school ,  much to the del ight of  the locals and 
were wel l  looked af ter ,  as  the Omanis  are a very hospi table people.  

I t  was certa inly a very in terest ing and enjoyable tour  but af ter  9 months,  wi th my 
chuf f  chart complete, i t  was t ime for my masalam and the  presentat ion of  my gozome 
t ie , which I  st i l l  have.   I t  was a great tour,  fu l l  of  great people and events even though 
everyth ing was very bas ic and make do, which is an environment where I  bel ieve 
Br it ish service men and women excel  

Jeffrey Parker (216
th
) 

 

 

Thanks Jef f  for  a great read and as an adjunct to that there is a good book around 
cal led SAS OPERATION STORM, a true story of  n ine SAS sold iers f ight ing against  
four hundred Adoo. I t  took place in a v i l lage cal led Mirbat north of Sala l lah in 1972.  
Masirah and Sala l lah are both now hol iday resorts for  those that l ike p lenty of Sun!  
ED   

 

Colin Ingram (88
th
) 
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HUMOUR 

ACTUAL EXCHANGES BETWEEN PILOTS AND CONTROL TOWERS  

 
The German air  contro l lers  at  Frankfurt  Airport  are renowned as a shor t - tempered lot .  
They not only expect one to know one's  gate park ing locat ion, but how to get  there 
wi thout  any ass is tance f rom them.  
So i t  was with some amusement that we (a Pan Am 747)  l is tened to the fo l lowing 
exchange between Frankfurt  ground control  and a Br it ish Air ways 747, cal l  s ign 
Speedbird 206.  
 
Speedbird 206: "Frankfurt ,  Speedbird 206!  Clear  of  ac t ive runway."   
 
Ground:  "Speedbird 206. Tax i  to gate Alpha One-Seven."  
 
The BA 747 pul led onto the main tax iway and s lowed to a stop.   
 
Ground:  "Speedbird ,  do you no t know where you are going?"   
 
Speedbird 206: "Stand by,  Ground, I 'm look ing up our  gate locat ion now."   
 
Ground (with quite arrogant  impat ience) : "Speedbird 206,  have you not  been to 
Frankfurt  before?"  
 
Speedbird 206 (cool ly):  "Yes, twice in 1944,  but  it  was dark, - -  And I didn't  land."  

 

 

 

While taxi ing at  London's,  Gatwick  Airport ,  the crew of  a US Air  f l ight depart ing for  Ft.  
Lauderdale made a wrong turn and came nose to nose wi th a United 727.   

An irate female ground contro l ler  lashed out  at the US Ai r  crew, screaming:  

"US Air  2771, where the hel l  are you going? I  told you to turn r ight  onto Char l ie 
tax iway!  You turned r ight on Del ta!  Stop r ight there.  I  know it 's  d iff icu lt  for  you to te l l  
the d ifference between C and D, but  get  i t  r ight! "  

Cont inuing her rage to the embarrassed crew, she was now shout ing hyster ica l ly:   

"God!  Now you've screwed everyth ing up!  I t ' l l  take forever  to sor t  th is out!  You stay 
r ight there and don' t  move t i l l  I  tel l  you to!  You can expect progress ive tax i  
instruct ions in about  half  an hour,  and I  want  you to go exact ly where I  te l l  you,  when 
I  te l l  you,  and how I  te l l  you!  You got  that,  US Air  2771?"  

"Yes,  ma'am," the humbled crew responded.  

Natura l ly,  the ground control  communicat ions f requency fe l l  terr ib ly s i lent  after  the  
verbal bashing of  US Air  2771. Nobody wanted to chance engaging the irate ground 
control ler  in  her  current  state of  mind.  Tens ion in every cockpi t  out  around Gatwick  
was def in ite ly running h igh.  Just  then an unknown pi lo t broke the s i lence and keyed 
h is m icrophone,  ask ing:   

"Wasn't  I  married to you once?"  
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One day the p i lo t of  a Cherokee 180 was to ld by the tower  to hold shor t of  the act ive 
runway whi le a DC-8 landed. The DC-8 landed, ro l led out,  turned around, and tax ied 
back past the Cherokee.   
 
Some quick-wi t ted comedian in the DC-8 crew got on the radio and said, "W hat a cute 
l i t t le  p lane. Did you make i t  a l l  by yourself?"   
 
The Cherokee p i lot ,  not  about to let  the insult  go by,  came back wi th a real  zinger:  
 " I  made it  out  of  DC-8 parts.  Another landing like yours and I ' l l  have enough 
parts for another one."  

 

‘Charlie’ Trussler (87
th
) 

 

OLD DOGS 

 
An o ld Doberman s tarts chas ing rabbi ts and before long, d iscovers that he's lost .  
Wander ing about,  he not ices a panther heading rapid ly in h is  d irect ion wi th  the 
intent ion of  having lunch.  

The o ld Doberman th inks, "Oh,  oh!  I 'm in deep sh** now!"  

Not ic ing some bones on the ground close by,  he immediate ly set t les down to chew 
on the bones wi th h is  back to the approaching cat .  Just  as the panther is  about to 
leap,  the o ld Doberman exc la ims loudly,  

"Boy, that was one del ic ious panther!  I  wonder , i f  there are any more around 
here?" 

Hear ing th is ,  the young panther hal ts h is at tack in mid -s tr ike, a look of  terror 
comes over  h im and he s l inks away into the trees.  

"W hew!" says the panther , "That  was c lose!  That  o ld Doberman near ly had me! "  

Meanwhi le, a squirre l who had been watching the whole scene f rom a nearby tree,  
f igures he can put  th is knowledge to good use and trade i t  for  protect ion f rom the 
panther.  So,  of f  he goes.  

The squirre l soon catches up with the panther , sp i l ls  the beans and s tr ikes a deal  
for  h imself  with the panther.  

The young panther is  fur ious at  being made a fool of  and says, "Here, squirre l ,  hop 
on my back and see what 's  going to happen to that conn iv ing canine! "  

Now, the o ld Doberman sees the panther coming wi th the squir re l  on his  back and 
th inks, "What am I going to do now?" But instead of  running, the dog si ts down wi th 
h is back to h is at tackers,  pretending he hasn' t  seen them yet ,  and just  when they get 
c lose enough to hear , the o ld Doberman says  

”W here's that  squirre l? I  sent h im of f  an hour ago to br ing me another  panther! "  

   Moral of this story -  Don't  mess with the old dogs. Age and skil l  wil l  always 
overcome youth and treachery! Bull Sh** and bril l iance only come with age and 
experience.  

Pete Crowe
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RAFLAA 

ROYAL AIR FORCE LOCKING APPRENTICE ASSOCIATION.  

 

                                      

20
T H

 ANNIVERS ARY V IS IT –  BLETCHLEY PARK  

 

At the AGM, we had a vote in the evening to dec ide on an in terest ing ‘day out ’  to 
commemorate the formation of  our Assoc iat ion, which had been set in mot ion by Joe 
Holroyd (85

t h
)  and Char les Har t (71

s t
) .   At the d inner that evening each table had a 

l is t  of  venues, and af ter  a count ( I  th ink  i t  was by Tony Horry) ,  Bletchley Park  became 
the choice.   

Whilst  few of  us where ever involved wi th cryptography, we were a l l  famil iar  wi th 
the radio s ide of  th ings, and s ignals traf f ic ,  plus the eventual development of  
computers that  was prompted by the need to unravel the Eni gma codes used by the 
Germans dur ing the war.  W e were very for tunate to have Barry Dinnage (87

t h
)  help 

us wi th organis ing the tr ip,  as  he’s a volunteer helper at the Park .  Even so,  there 
was a last minute change to the admiss ions process, which led to Ba rry having to g ive 
has credi t  card deta i ls ,  as now groups have to pay up f ront .   This can work  f ine for  a 
coach load of  people,  but not so easy for us arr iv ing at d if ferent t imes f rom al l  parts  
of  the k ingdom!   So poor Barry had to make sure that he got h i s money back f rom 
everyone, and I ’m pleased to recount that he didn’t  have any chas ing to do, and 44 of 
us commenced the tour,  led by one of  Barry’s very knowledgeable col leagues at the 
Park .  Whilst  some of  the or ig inal park  land has been sold for  develop ment, there are  
st i l l  some 29 acres of  the s i te lef t ,  so I  th ink  we were a l l  p leased that the ear ly 
morning ra in stopped whi lst  we were going f rom one bui ld ing to the next in the 
af ternoon.  The h istory of  the Park  is  very interest ing, but  i t  was in 1938 t hat the 
Code & Cypher School moved to take up residence there.  I ts  locat ion was ideal ,  as 
the ra i lway stat ion is  only some 5mins. walk  away, the A5 running a lmost through 
Bletchley, and a good, modern telephone exchange, at Fenny Stratford.  Bletchley 
was jus t a n ice quiet market town, so an idea place for code break ing and inte l l igence 
gather ing.  Nothing to make i t  interest ing at  al l  to anyone, par t icu lar ly enemy agents.   
Bletchley Park  was of  course served by many l is tening s tat ions, which a l l  had s impl e 
stat ion references such as ‘Stat ion Y’ ,  there was a lso a ‘Stat ion X’,  but that was 
actual ly in a tower in  the Mansion, but the ‘X ’ was number 10 in Roman numerals,  
because that was MI6’s stat ion number ing pract ise.  I ’ve read a few books on 
Bletchley Park , and knew of  ‘Stat ion X’ ,  but I  d idn’t  know that i t  was stat ion 10! ,  
t r iv ia l,  but interest ing.  

There is  so much to see, that  one af ternoon can’ t  cover i t  a l l .   The work ing repl icas 
of  the ‘Bombe’ calculator ,  and Colossus, the f irst  programmable computer ,  are 
fascinat ing, but there is st i l l  a lot  of  refurb ishment going on, so that there wi l l  be even 
more to see in the near future.  

I  think  that a lo t of  us  were qui te p leased to check into the Mi l ton Keynes Hi l ton to 
rest t i red feet!   Not too long though, an d then gather in the bar for  some l iquid 
ref reshment pr ior  to the restaurant and a wel l -earned meal,  and a few glasses of  
wine.   W e certa inly d id a lot  of  chat t ing and catching up wi th f r iends, but the hote l  
had g iven us a n ice corner of  the restaurant to ourselves!  

Some people have a lready suggested that we could do a ‘21
s t

’  celebrat ion, I  
certa in ly hope that we could manage one at the 25

t h
 anniversary,  but I ’m sure that 

you’ l l  le t  the committee know what you th ink  of  these ideas.  As th is v is i t  was such a  
success, I  hope we can squeeze a few more in.  

 

 

 



Royal Air Force Locking Apprentice Association 

Serial 64 RAFLAA Newsletter March 2013 Page 23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tiny 



Royal Air Force Locking Apprentice Association 

Serial 64 RAFLAA Newsletter March 2013 Page 24 

 
 

NO 1 RADIO SCHOOL ANNUAL SYMPOSIUM 2013  

 
 
 
On 3

r d
 October th is year , a representat ion f rom the LAA., were invited to at tend the 

No 1 Radio School Annual Symposium at RAF Cosford. The representat ives were our  
Pres ident Mart in Palmer, Chairman T iny Kuhle, Secretary Chr is Bryan and past  
Secretary Dave Gunby.  

On arr iva l,  we were met  by the CO No 1 Radio School ,  W ing Commander K .  Rayner  
and soc ia l ized wi th the speakers over cof fee and b iscuits .  

Three speakers, Air  Commodore Richardson, Group Captain Rowland and Group 
Captain Moore,  gave their  ideas where the RAF was going and in part icu lar the ef fect 
the output of  No 1 Radio School was having on the conf l ic ts around the W orld. I t  was 
not just  a case of  sett ing up a f ie ld te lephone for  the Army Commander,  who was at  
some remote outpost ,  but provid ing him wi th up to date in te l l igence via in ternet  
terminals . Not to ment ion contro l  of  remotely contro l led a ircraf t ,  used dur ing conf l ic ts .  

Af ter  the presentat ions, lunch was served in the Sergeants Mess, and the awards 
g iven to the best students of  that year, one of  which was Corporal Jason W aterson,  
who was given the award for  excel lence by our Assoc iat ion this  year  at the 
Webbington.  

A letter  of  thanks was sent to the CO No 1 Radio School and the speakers, for  their  
k ind invi tat ion.  

Chris Bryan 

(RAFLAA Secretary) 
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ROYAL  AIR  FORCE  LOCKING  APPRENTICE  ASSOCIATION. 

 

 

MINUTES FROM THE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD AT FLOWERDOWN HOUSE, 
WESTON SUPER MARE ON THURSDAY 25TH JULY 2013.  

 

 

Members present:  Tiny Kuhle             87
th
        Chairman 

Chris Bryan            87
th
        Secretary 

Tony Horry            76
th
         Treasurer 

Colin Ingram          88
th
        Newsletter 

Peter Crowe           95
th
         AA Rep/Webmaster 

Rick Atkinson          91
st
        Service Rep. 

Graham Beeston   209
th
        Craft Rep. 

 
The chairman opened the meeting at 13 :10hrs.,  greet ing a l l  members, fol lowed by the 
Apprent ice Prayer.  

 

I tem 1 apologies 

Apologies were received f rom:  J im Doran 219
t h  

Membership Secretary 

Andy Perkins 109
th 

Technical Rep. 

 

I tem 2 minutes of the previous meet ing  

I t  was agreed that  the minutes of  the las t Committee Meet ing were correct .  

Proposed by Graham Beeston and seconded by T in y Kuhle 

 

I tem 3 matters arising  

There were no other mat ters  ar is ing.  
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I tem 4 treasurer’s report  

RAF LOCKING APPRENTICES ASSOCIATION INCOME/EXPENDITURE -  Feb 2013 to  July 2013 

             

Brought forward from  2012/2013         

             

 Deposit Bond       Expenditure 
(Purchases) 

    

 Business Money Manager A/C   £5,191.86    Pins   £0.00  

 Current A/C   £1,464.57    Ties   £0.00  

 Cash   £24.33    Video   £0.00  

 Total Funds    £6,680.76   Social   £0.00  

        Donations   £175.00  

 Income (Sales)       Name Badges   £38.80  

 Membership Renewals             

 Standing Orders   112 1,120.00    AGM – 2012   £4380.50  

 Cheques  5 50.00    Advert   £0.00  

        Bank Charges   £0.00  

 New Members   9 135.00    Audit   £50.00  

 Life   1       100.00    Refunds   £0.00  

 Ties  6 45.00    Bank Charges   £0.00  

 Sales - Videos   0.00        £4644.30 

 Sales – Coins   0.00         

 Sales – wheels       Overheads     

 AGM    3,360.00    Travel   £352.50  

        Printing   £98.00  

 Donation (AGM Fund Raising)   135.00    Telephone   £0.00  

     4,954.00   Postage    £41.90  

 Interest        Stationery   £0.00  

 Business Money Manager    1.82   Website   92.55 £492.90 

 Deposit Bond            
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 Total Income    £4955.82   Total Expenditure    £5229.25 

             

 Total Balance    £6,407.33   Surplus/Deficit    -£273.43 

             

 Deposit Bond 

Business Money Manger 

Current A/C 

Cash 

TOTAL FUNDS 

          

   5193.68 )       

   1,189.32 )       

   24.33 )       

   £6,407.33        

           

      
Presented to LAA Committee -  Ju ly2013 

        
Tony Horry - Treasurer 

    

 

Accounts as per the income/expenditure statement for Feb – July 2013  

 

Donations    

Flowerdown House RAFA 40.00 RAFLAA Cttee Meeting ( 31 Jan 13) 

Help for Heroes  135.00 Fund Raising at AGM - 2013 

 

AGM  Income Expenditure  Webbington costs 

 £3,369.00   68 Lunches = £612.00  

Webbington  £3,541.50  109 Dinners = £2125.00 

Trophy Presentation  £50.00  80 Tea/Biscuits = £200.00 

Trophy Expenses    40 Wine = £480.00 

Bakers coach  £285.00  249 (125) Bar = £249.00 

Music(Atlantic 
Crossing) 

 £220.00   

Wordsmith  £  2014  -  Deposit paid £200.00 
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Refund: Brian Farrell  £42.00   

Refund: Roger Sanders  £42.00   

Total £3,369.00 £4180.50  £3741.50 

AGM 2013 - cost to the Association = £811.50 (£640.93 in 2012) 

AGM 2014 - £200 Deposit has been paid to the Webbington 

 

A Direct Debit has now been set up to subscribe to Freeola for Web hosting.  The first payment of £9.12 
was made on 7 June 2013 

 

Outstanding Cheque Payments 

100 722 Graham Beeston 133.69 Printing & Postage (June 2013) 

Adverts in Air  Mail .   Unfor tunate ly the advert  in tended only for  the Jan – March 2013 
edi t ion for  the AGM 2013, has a lso been repeated in the July – September edi t ion.  I  
have contacted Air  Mail  and i t  has been agreed to inc lude the date of  the next  AGM 
(26

t h
 Apr i l  2014)  in the next  edi t ion.  

Mike Cur t is  requires a supply of  lapel  badges  

Fol lowing the death of  Joe Holroyd the Assoc iat ion has only thre e cheque 
signator ies:   Char les Har t;  Peter Crowe and Tony Horry  

 

Recommendations:  

a. Income/Expenditure for period Feb to July 2013 be approved as presented.   
b. That a donation of £40 be made to Flowerdown House for their hospitality for to-days meeting. 
c. That arrangements for AGM bar subsidy be confirmed under agenda Item AGM 2014 together 

with the booking of “Atlantic Crossing” as required 
d. That it be agreed that  …  become a cheque signatory in place of  Joe Holdroyd 
e. That the Bank Mandate be agreed 

Tony Horry a lso stated that there was a shortage of  lapel badges.   Chr is Bryan would 
look into the mat ter  wi th a v iew to purchas ing more badges.  

Act ion:   Chr is  Bryan  

With the demise of Joe Holdroyd a further signatory was required to sign the Association’s cheques.  
Andy Perkins was put forward in his absence because he resides in the Weston super Mare area. 

The Treasurer requested a copy of the elected Committee members which will be provided. 

Act ion      Chr is Bryan  

The Committee agreed to pay Nigel Lodge’s travel expenses f rom his home in  
Norwich to RAF Halton to at tend the FABEA meeting.  

The Treasurer’s Report was accepted.   

Proposed by Rick  Atk inson, seconded by Col in Ingram.  
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I tem 5 membership secretary’s report  

MM EE MM BB EE RR SS HH II PP   DD EE TT AA II LL SS ::   
Latest  Membership number used  is  709 (708 at the AGM)  Only 1 new member s ince 
the AGM but I  am expect ing 3 enquirers  to conver t.  

Membership Numbers as at  today – according to the data I  hold there are current l y 
368 act ive members.   

Sadly we have los t 4 Members of  the associat ion  

Nobby Clarke (98
t h

)   

Col in Cove (83
r d

)   

Ken Toogood (79
t h

)   

Norr ie Moir  (203
r d

)   

+ an Ex Apprent ice but  not an Assoc iat ion Member , Dennis W ard bel ieved to be 
connected wi th the 72

n d
 Entry 

NN EE WW SS LL EE TT TT EE RR   HH AA RR DD CC OO PP YY   RR EE QQ UU EE SS TT SS   
A tota l of  35 current act ive member copies 3 of  which are overseas: Austra l ia,  France 
and USA.  

An addi t ional 3 copies are sent to s is ter organisat ions i .e . RAF Cranwel l  
Apprent ices,  Admin Apprent ices Assoc iat ion and RAF Halton Apprent ices Assoc iat ion.  

Newsletters to W idows now down to 7 copies in  t ota l.  

Emai l  addresses are an on-going issue and none more so that a contact that went  
through to Pete stat ing that  he had lef t  Qatar  in 2009 and moved to Scot land and 
would l ike h is emai l  inc luded in the emai l  not i f icat ions.   I t  turns out  that he was 1 of  
the emai l  addresses that kept bounc ing back as non -ex istent – he has now 
communicated wi th me via an up to date emai l  address.  

AA DD VV EE RR TT II SS II NN GG ::   
Remains a necessary requirement in AirMai l  and I  ut i l ise and local area events to 
make the publ ic aware of  our ex is tence.   Please a lso help by tak ing every oppor tuni ty 
to advert ise our ex istence.  

 

I tem 6 secretary’s report  

 
Firs t ly,  I  would l ike to rei terate T iny’s opening address and welcome Char les Hart to  
our  meet ing. As you may know, Char les was the f i rst  secretary to the assoc iat ion, and 
was ins trumental  in  devis ing our present  const i tut ion. W hen we arr ive at i tem 8 on the 
agenda, I  am sure we wi l l  benef i t  f rom the input f rom Char les .  

 At the last AGM., I  announced that I  would be ret ir ing as secretary to the 
Associat ion at the AGM in 2014, and our Pres ident suggested that i t  would be a good 
idea i f  a volunteer could be found to “shadow” me dur ing my las t  year , so that some 
cont inuity in the job could be preserved, and that the new man would not be thrown in 
at the deep end. I t  is  my p leasure to repor t to the committee that Nigel Lodge f rom 
the 92

n d
 entry approached me af ter  the meet ing wi th a v iew to tak ing over f rom me. 

Whereas I  was ta lked into the job by our smooth tak ing chairman,  because no one 
e lse would do i t  a t the t ime,  Nigel is  a keen volunteer,  and has a lready taken par t in 
the FABEA meet ing at  RAF Hal ton,  which T iny and I  attended ear l ier  th is month. Nigel  
l ives near Norwich, which is quite a d istance f rom WsM, but was unable to at tend th is  
meeting.  

In order to attend the FABEA meet ing, Nigel drove to T iny’s house, and T iny 
conveyed h im to Halton.  I  would,  therefore, ask the committee to sanct ion payment  to 
Nigel for  his  fuel costs  for  that journey.   
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 I  wi l l  propose Nigel as our future secretary at the AGM. , as I  feel sure that there 
wi l l  be no other volunteers .  

 W ith regard to the CAA’s memorial  stone at  the NMA.,  the associat ion announced 
at  the FABEA Meet ing,  that  one of  i t ’s  members had donated the money for i t ’s  
refurb ishment anonymously,  so that  the immediate threat of  i t  being d ismant led by the 
NMA had receded.   

 Apart  f rom the demise of  Brats  192 and the RAF Cranwel l  Apprent ice Associat ion 
at  the end of  th is  year , two subjects arose, which might be of  in terest  to us.  

 The f irs t  was that RAF Halton app ears on W ik ipedia, and that perhaps RAF LAA 
could be featured as wel l .  I  have had a quick  look for  RAF Apprent ices, but found 
nothing.  Perhaps we could a l l  search to see i f  any informat ion can be found.  

 The second i tem concerned the Dai ly Telegraph. A wee k pr ior  to the AGM of  the 
Admin Apprent ices, the secretary wr ites to the newspaper g iv ing deta i ls  of  the 
meeting, which the newspaper pr ints f ree of  charge on the same page as the Court 
Circular.  Perhaps we could do the same for  our AGM. just in case i t  ca tches the eye 
of  one or more of  our col leagues, and they wish to jo in us. However, I  would suggest 
that  more that one week ’s not ice was g iven.  

 That ends my repor t,  unless there are any quest ions form other members.  

 

I tem 7 RAF Locking Apprent ice Memorial  

 
Pete Crowe and Tony Horry to v is i t  the hel icopter museum in Weston super Mare and 
contact the manager wi th a v iew to unders tanding more about a possib le grant f rom 
Engl ish Her i tage for the Memoria l at  the o ld RAF Lock ing s i te.  

The pr inc ipal of  the Weston  Super Mare Technical Col lege, Paul Phi l l ips , had 
secured a £10mi l l ion grant to go towards the annexe of  the col lege on the Lock ing 
s ite, and so he would be approached to reinforce our wish to establ ish a memoria l 
there.  

Ian Norr is ,  secretary of  the RAFA, a lso requested a memoria l on behalf  of  the 
RAFA.  I t  was suggested that we might jo in forces to have a jo int  memoria l that  way 
the cost of  funding could be halved.  

T iny Kuhle suggested an i tem in the Newslet ter  request ing donat ions f rom 
members for  the memor ia l  for  the Lock ing Park lands.  

Rick  Atk inson suggested that the memorial  should be in the shape of  the 
Apprent ice W heel ,  mounted on a p l in th and that  he would f ind out  about cost ing f rom 
local  merchants.    

Fibreglass was suggested as the mater ia l to be u sed.  A p l inth has a lready been 
ident i f ied at the gate of  Lock ing Camp on which to mount  the memorial  wheel .   

Act ion:   Rick  Atk inson  

 The des igner of  the monument is  to be d iscussed at  the next AGM.  
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I tem 8 amendment to the const itution  

    

The Const i tu t ion needed to be revised in order to accommodate the apprent ices of  
RAF Cranwel l  on the demise of  their  assoc iat ion.   Char les  Hart ,  the LAA’s  f irs t  
secretary, was invi ted to attend the Commit tee Meet ing to input h is knowledge with 
regard to the revis ion of  the Const i tu t ion.  

The Committee dec ided that I tem 6 in the Const i tut ion, Char i table Donations,  
should be deleted in tota l.  

Tony Horry proposed that  I tem 9 in the Const i tu t ion,  Membership, should read as 
fol lows:  

 

‘MEMBERSHIP 

9. Membership of the Association is open to all apprentices of the Royal Air Force and other Air 
Forces who underwent all or part of their training at RAF Locking.  Associate Membership 
may be offered to those former apprentices who have been members of the RAF Cranwell 
Apprentice Association.  Additionally Associate Membership may be offered in selected 
cases to individuals who had a close association with the training of apprentices at RAF 
Locking or who made a significant contribution to the training.  The conditions under which 
Associates are appointed are as follows:’ 

 

Act ion:     Chr is  Bryan  

In the absence of  the Membership Secretary,  I tem 4.6 of  the las t AGM (Assoc iate 
Member proposal)  would be fur ther  d iscussed at  the next  AGM.  

An updated Const i tut ion would be forwarded to al l  Commi ttee members and Pete 
Crowe would publ ish i t  on the websi te.  

Act ion:    Chr is Bryan,  Pete Crowe  

The Chairman proposed that Corporal Jason W aterson, the receiver of  las t year ’s 
Apprent ice Trophy should be invited to become an Assoc iate Member  of  the LAA.  

Proposed by T iny Kuhle,  seconded by Graham Beeston.  

The Committee agreed.  

Act ion:    Chr is Bryan  

 

I tem 9 agm 2014 

 
I t  was agreed that  the date of  the AGM 2014 to be held at  the W ebbington Hotel ,  
Loxton on Saturday 26

t h
 Apr i l  and that the duo, At lant ic Cross ing , would be booked 

for the d inner/dance in the evening.  Dr inks at the bar would be subs id ized by the 
Associat ion by £1 f rom 11am at the Meet and Greet unt i l  7.30pm.  There were 
requests  for  tea and cof fee to be provided af ter  the AGM at about  16.00.  

Act ion Chr is  Bryan 

Rick Atk inson volunteered to provide a table seat ing chart s imi lar  to last  year ’s.  

Act ion:   Rick  Atk inson  

I t  was proposed that  the ladies ’ day out  v is i ted Tyntesf ie ld, the Nat ional Trust  
property near  Br is tol .   T iny Kuhle nominated Andy Perk in s to organize the coach.  

Act ion:    Andy Perk ins  
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I tem 10 RAF LAA web site  

A reproduct ion of  the RAF Lock ing badge displayed in the foyer at  Flowerdown House 
is to be put on the webs ite.  

Act ion:     Pete Crowe 

After Pete Crowe’s predecessor had d ied,  the we bs ite was inaccess ib le so Pete 
Crowe suggested he should forward deta i ls  of  the webs i te host ing to the Secretary 
and other  committee members so the problem does not  recur .  

Act ion:    Pete Crowe 

Tiny Kuhle thanked Pete Crowe for h is s taunch work  on the webs i te.  

I tem 11 fabea (demise of RAF CAA and BRATS 192)  

No further act ion required.  

 

I tem 12 newsletter  

At the AGM I suggested we use the Newslet ter  to record our own piece of  his tory 
dur ing our t ime in the service of  our Country.  The dr ive for  the s tor ies was  recent ly 
tr iggered by a local h istory group in our  Par ish where they are trying to col la te local 
facts and ta les f rom the area before those wi th the knowledge are no longer around to 
supply the informat ion. So by us ing the Newsletter  I  am hoping we can ca pture and 
record our own stor ies whi ls t  in the RAF and provide a legacy for those that  fo l low.  
Someone at some t ime in the future may wish to create an interest ing book let on 
some of  the p laces and associated s tor ies  that  fo l lowed us around the W orld.  

So to start  wi th I  asked for some ta les f rom overseas post ings such as the Middle 
East ,  Far  East and Near East ,  most  of  which are now c losed and forgotten.   

Unfor tunate ly th is seemed to have fa l len of  deaf  ears other than Chr is who was 
poss ib ly the only ex-Apprent ice to serve abroad, and I  thank him for h is amusing 
contr ibut ion  

I  a lso requested art ic les on everyday l i fe in the RAF espec ia l ly to some of  the more 
exot ic overseas post ings again to tr y to create a portfo l io of  RAF in the 1950 – 1980s 
wi th pretty much the same success as the previous request.  

My las t request at the AGM and I  know th is appl ies to a l l  members of  the 
Associat ion was to be t i t led “a week in the l i fe of  an Apprent ice” ,  again the response 
was muted,  perhaps age is tak ing i ts  to l l  of  the me mory cel ls.   

But I  wi l l  put a reminder in the next Newslet ter  and perhaps fo lks may put f inger to 
keyboard.  

I  recently attended the funeral of  Colin Cove 83
r d

.   I  cer tain ly d idn’ t  know that  he only 
l ived with in 25 miles f rom me. Speak ing to Col in’s  wife af ter  the event she said she 
was very thankful to RAFLAA and h is Entry for  their  support and good wishes. There 
were many f r iends and family members present to help but i t  may not be the same for 
other fami l ies  and two th ings concerned me as a result .  

 

1. I  had no knowledge of  RAFLAA members l iving local ly who may at some t ime 
need help or  advice or more l ikely their  family may need ass istance pr ior  to 
bereavement . Should we as a Committee be more aware of  people in  our area?  

 

2. As we have s tated in the Cons t i tu t ion that we should provide suppor t for  
Members and dependants. The level  of  support  we seem to of fer  comes af ter  
bereavement and not when perhaps i t  is  needed most.  Should we have a dedicated 
person on the Committee to fu lf i l  that ro le. Not for  f inanc ia l suppor t but just as a POC 
for other  organisat ions i .e.  RAFA, RAFBF etc    
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T iny Kuhle extended his thanks to Col in Ingram for the Newsletter .    

 

I tem 13 20
t h

 anniversary of  the RAF LAA inaugurat ion  

 

In order to celebrate the 20
t h

 Anniversary of  the LAA,  a v is i t  to Bletchley Park  is to be  
arranged by T iny Kuhle.  Dinner , bed and Breakfast would be at  the Mi l ton Keynes  
Hi l ton Hotel.   Af ter  T iny Kohl ’s  meet ing wi th the manager of  the hotel  (Fr iday 26

t h
 

Ju ly) ,  members would be able to book rooms on - l ine for  the event  on 6
t h

 September.  
Cancel lat ion would be poss ib le up to 4pm on the same day wi thout charge.  T iny 
Kuhle would send deta i ls  to Pete Crowe who would then put th is informat ion on the 
webs ite.   Charges at  the hote l  are as fo l lows:  

Double room, d inner , bed and Breakfast  £90  

Single room, d inner  bed and breakfast £65.  

The cost of  entry to Bletchley Park  wi l l  be £13.  Members at tending should arr ive 
no later  than 1pm.  Signing in at the hote l  should be at about 5pm with extra staf f  
being employed to accommodate the numbers.  Dress should be smart casual .  

Tony Horry proposed that  T iny Kuhle should be indemnif ied by the Assoc iat ion for  
any loss incurred wi th regard to organis ing the hote l  book ing.  

Seconded by Chr is Bryan  

The Committee agreed the proposal .  

Chr is  Bryan proposed a vote of thanks to T iny Kuhle for  organis ing the event.   
Agreed by the Commit tee.  

 

I tem 14 Any Other Business.  

Col in Ingram attended Col in Cove’s funeral and suggested that members ’ addressed 
could be arranged in an area or county form at so that members in the region of  a  
deceased member could at tend the funeral.  

Chris Bryan would look into and consult with Jim Doran. 

Act ion:   Chr is  Bryan, J im Doran  

 

I tem 15 Date of next Meeting  

I t  was dec ided that the next committee meet ing would be he ld on Thursday 30th 
January 2014 at F lowerdown House W eston-super-Mare commencing at  13.00hrs.  

Meeting Closed at  15.40 hrs.  

Chr is  Bryan (Sec LAA)  
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OBITUARIES  

 

 

KENNETH FARMER  

I t  is  with regret that we have to repor t the death of  Kenneth Farmer 75
t h

 Entry, he  
passed away in August 2013,  we have no fur ther deta i ls .  

 

 

KEN TOOGOOD 

 
I  have been advised by h is fami ly of  the dea th of  Ken Toogood (79th Entry) .Ken won 
the "W ordsmith" trophy 4 or  5 years ago. He has been very i l l  for  some years .  

Bruce Graham (79th) 
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FINAL  THOUGHTS 

 
 

L IFE CH ANGING DECISIONS .             

 
Many of  the i tems wr i t ten for  the Newsletter ,  mater ia l ize in embryo form, dur ing my 
dai ly cycle r ides around the del ightful  W orcestershire countrys ide.  

Our wor thy edi tor  is  general ly k ind enough to i nclude them, poss ib ly more in 
desperat ion than des ire, as so few members appear wi l l ing to wr i te contr ibut ions for  
h im!  

On a recent r ide, I  began to ponder on the s ignif icant decis ions we have made in 
l i fe.  W ere they good, were they bad? Luck i ly,  I  could n ot th ink  of  many of  the latter .  
Fol lowing th is train of  thought ,  I  reduced the number of  good ones to three, then rated 
them in degree of  importance.  

I f  everyone d id th is  and submit ted their  conc lus ions to the Newslet ter  editor ,  I 'm 
sure he would be eterna l ly gratefu l .  To start  the bal l  ro l l ing, here are my three.  

 

NO.3.  DECIDING TO RESIGN FROM A WELL PAID, SECURE JOB WITH BRITISH 
AIRWAYS AND JOIN THE B.B.C.  

 

I t  re leased me f rom a job I  had come to d is l ike, in an area in which I  d id not re l ish 
l iv ing.  Though my new employment only lasted 10 years or so, i t  was thoroughly 
enjoyable, in a very p leasant par t  of  the wor ld. Ult imately, i t  enabled me to take 
redundancy/ear ly ret irement at the age of  54, wi th suf f ic ient income to preclude any 
requirement  to seek fu rther  employment.  

 

NO.2.  VOLUNTEERING FOR INSTRUCTIONAL DUTIES IN 1963.  

 

The move required leaving a post  at R.A.F. L inton -on-Ouse, which was almost  idyl l ic ,  
for  one at R.A.F. Yatesbury which was pretty demanding and not in the most  
appeal ing surroundings.  Though in i t ia l ly done as a s tepping stone to promotion, i t  
resul ted in a 30 year  career  in  teaching most  of  which was very rewarding.  

 

NO.1.  AT 18 YEARS OF AGE, PROPOSING TO THE GIRL I  HAD COURTED 
THROUGHOUT MY TIME AT LOCKING.  

 

I  would happi ly have done so much ear l ier  but there was probably a Q.R. somewhere 
forb idding i t  and I  could not envisage "Humphrey" our Fl ight Commander approving an 
appl icat ion to l ive out .  W e would a lso probably have starved to death on the p i t tance 
we received as A.A. 's .  The lad y concerned has been the most wonderfu l companion 
for the last 54 years and has, without doubt made my l i fe complete. The 7/6d for the 
marr iage l icence was the best investment I  ever made!                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 

Mike Collier
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RAFLAA COMMITTEE 

 

Appointment Name Address Tel/email Re-
Election  

Entry 

President Martin 
Palmer 

 
 

  91st
 

Chairman “Tiny” Kühle 22 Tavistock  
Close 

Woburn Sands 

Milton Keynes 

Bucks  
MK17 8UY 

(01908)  583784 

Hans.Kuhle@btopenworld.com 

Apr 
2016 
 

87th
 

Secretary Chris Bryan 39 Fairfax, 
Bracknell, 
Berkshire, 
RG42 1YT.  

(01344) 304725. 
suechris.bryan@googlemail.com 

Apr 
2014 

 

87th  

Treasurer Tony Horry Hillside Cottage 

Kewstoke Road 

Kewstoke 

WSM 

BS22 9YD 

(01934) 628383 

Tony.horry@gmail.com 

Apr 
2016 

76th
 

Membership 
Secretary 

Jim Doran 11 Saxonlea Close 
Rushden  
Northants  
NN10 6BF  

(01933) 317357 

Jimdoran12@hotmail.com 

 

Apr 
2014 

219th  

Service Rep Rick 
Atkinson 

 

Gateway Cottage 

1 Lake Walk 

Adderbury 

Oxfordshire 

OX17 3PF           

(01295) 812972 

r ickatkinson@me.com  

 

 

Sept 
2015 

91st  

AA Rep/ 
Webmaster  

Peter Crowe 
 

14 Hillview Road  
WSM  
N. Somerset 
BS23 3HS  

(01934) 412178 

webmaster@raflaa.org.uk  
Sept 
2015 

95th   

Craft Rep Graham 
Beeston 

87 Hornbeam Rd 

Havant  
PO9 2UT 

Home (02392) 346242 

Work   07920038690 

graham@mapleoak.co.uk 

 

Sept 
2015 

209th
 

Tech Rep Andy 
Perkins 

107 Balmoral Way 

Worle    

WSM  
BS22 9BZ 

(01934) 417323 

am.perkins@virgin.net  
Sept 
2015 

109th
 

Newsletter 
Editor 

Colin 
Ingram 
 
 

Fairhaven 
Gooseham 
Morwenstow 
Bude 
Cornwall 
EX23 9PG 

01288 331363 

colin.ingram90@gmail.com 
 
 
 

Apr 
2015 

88th   

 
 

mailto:rickatkinson@me.com
mailto:webmaster@raflaa.org
mailto:colin.ingram90@gmail.com
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The Apprentice Prayer 
 

Teach us good Lord, to be thankful 

For all the good times we had, 

The skills we have learned, 

The friendships we have shared 

And the companionship we have enjoyed. 

May all who have served the Apprenticeship of the Wheel 

Be ever mindful of the needs of one another. 

Amen 
 

DINNER MENU SATURDAY 26TH APRIL 2014 

------------------------------------------------------------- 
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AGM 2014 MENU 

Mediterranean Vegetable Soup 

Crab Cakes 

Fried and served with tomato salsa 

Chicken Liver Pate 

Served with red onion relish and French toast 

Fan of Melon 

Honeydew melon with raspberry coulis 

Asparagus Spears 

Wrapped in Parma ham with parmesan shaving and olive dressing 

Fillet of Chew Valley Rainbow Trout 

Grilled with honey and almonds 

Medallion of Pork 

Slices of fillet stacked with black pudding and cider sauce 

Roast Leg of Lamb 

Prime English Lamb with redcurrant and rosemary gravy 

Steak & Ale Pie 

Tender pieces of beef cooked in a beer sauce topped with puff pastry 

Vegetable Chop Suey 

Seasonal Vegetables and bean sprouts fried with sesame oil and soya sauce 

All Served with Boulangère Potatoes, Broccoli, Swede &Sugar Snap Peas  

 

Chocolate Torte 

Raspberry Pavlova 

Cheddar Strawberries 

Topped with clotted cream 

Mixed Ice Cream 

Selection of Cheese & Biscuits  

Tea and Coffee Served with Mints 
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T H
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Name   

Address   

Email  Address   

Entry  No.   

 

Descript ion  No of  Tickets  Ticket Each  Total  

Lunch & Dinner   £30 £ 

Dinner & Dance   £21 £ 

Lunch Only   £10 £ 

Dinner Dance Guest   £31 £ 

Ladies Coach Trip  to:   

Tyntesfie ld House (NT)   

Fee for  House /Gardens  payable at  
Entrance  

 £15 £ 

TOTAL   £  

Application for Coach trip to be returned by: 1
st
 March 2014 

Cheques crossed account payee, made to RAF Locking Apprentice Association 

Return application to:  

Mr. A Horry, Hillside Cottage, Kewstoke Road, Kewstoke, Weston-Super-Mare, BS22 9YD  

Tel: 01934628383 E-mail: tony.horry@gmail.com 

 
Starter Soup Melon Asparagus Crab Pate 

Number      

Main Course Trout Medallion of Pork Leg of Lamb Steak & Ale Pie Veg. Chop Suey 

Number      

Dessert Pavlova Strawberries Ice Cream Choc. Torte Cheese 

Number      

Please complete the total number for each choice for all your party and return with your 
booking form and cheque. 

Rooms at the Webbington Hotel. Accommodation contact Webbington Hotel, Loxton, W-s-M, BS26 2HU.  

Tel: 01934750100. Email:info@webbingtonhotel.ecplise.co.uk. 

Rooms will be charged @£80 double, £65 single B&B per night for 2 night stay, £90 double, £70 single 
for 1 night stay. Please telephone the hotel direct and quote RAFLAA when booking to secure 
reduced rates. ACCOUNTS MUST BE SETTLED WITH THE HOTEL. 

mailto:tony.horry@gmail.com

