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WELCOME

Welcome to our fifth News Letter. In this issue we will
be reporting on the AGM and Reunion, providing an
outline of our plans for the recognition of Apprentice
training at No 1 Radio School and reviewing the
latest moves in the threatened closure of RAF
Locking. As promised, we are keeping to the same
quarterly format so_you can expect the sixth
Newsletter to armrive in about the second week of
- December.

OPEN LETTER FROM THE CHAIRMAN
Dear Members

First of all | would like to thank all of you who
attended the AGM on the 18th of June and supported
the social functions before and after, which made the
whole weekend a worthwhile occasion. From a
personal viewpoint, Pat an | enjoyed ourseives
tremendously making new friends and meeting old. It
was good to see so many new members and very
gratifying to see that our membership has nearly
tripled in only 12 months. | don't intend to make my
letter a long thank you, but | feel that you would wish
me to repeat my thanks, made from the platform, to
the Committee members at RAF Locking and
Weston super-Mare who did such a super job in
organising the weekend. | would also like to repeat
my thanks to the Station Commander, Group
Captain lan Sloss, for allowing us the facilities to hold
the AGM.

The AGM, preceded by the Meet and Greet,
appeared to be a great success. The necessary
business was dealt with reasonably quickly and the
members produced lively discussion on some of the
agenda items which | take as a very healthy sign.
Your Committee and | need the feedback provided
by discussion and argument on proposals to ensure
that we are reflecting the wishes of the membership
at large. | feel that we are setting the right level as a
committee by ensuring that the infrastructure of the
Association is in place and operating unobtrusively.
All the membership must feel that it has a say on
important matters through the representatives or
directly at the AGM. That is my perspective anyway.
Please comment if you wish. The questions that |
took from the Meeting will be addressed at the next
Committee Meeting in August and you will be
advised of the outcome through the Newsletter. As a

membership you may be asked to comment or open
discussion on some of the long term measures and if
you are unhappy over aspects please speak up.

Many of us moved from the AGM to the Flowerdown
Fair. Chas Hart organised, once again, the glorious
weather which enabled us to enjoy, with Station
personnel and thousands of other people, a splendid
afternoon. | believe this is one of the most pleasant
open days cumently offered; not over-
commercialised, lots of Unit operated stalls, other
stalls of local interest, a variety of refreshments at
reasonable prices and an excellent Arena display.

The flying display itself is different from the norm and
this year was topped off by the Red Amows. What
better way to spend a summer aftemoon? | should
add that | am not a member of the Station PR team
nor do | wish to be posted to RAF Locking so, |
assure you, my praise is without bias. | would only
hope to continue to hold our AGMs at future
Flowerdown Fairs. With only a short pause for a
shower and a quick change our next port of call was
at Party and Dancescene where the Ring Duo had
once again organised the Supper Dance where good
food, good wine and good humour were the major
ingredients.

In summary, it is thanks to you, the members, that
the RAFLAA is now a thriving association with an
increasing membership and, as recently
demonstrated, an ability to enjoy our social events
and do the business which will ensure that we will
thrive into the future. Please continue to be proactive
when it comes to how we operate. Please support the
functions organised on your behalf like next
October's Supper Dance and do actively seek to
increase our membership by operation of the
personal contact network. Its the only one that works.

Thank you for all the support that you have given me
personally, for your letters offering help, advice and,
in particular, for those apologising for being unable to
attend the AGM. Please accept this letter as an
acknowledgement. See you all soon

Yours

Joe
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